Father, Forgive Them
Luke 23:1-56

Key verse:  34 – 34Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing."

In today’s passage, the elders, chief priests, and the teachers of the law brought Jesus before Pilate seeking the death sentence.  When Pilate failed to have Jesus released, the governor ordered his execution on the cross.  As Jesus neared his death, he prayed to the Father to forgive the people who did not know what they were doing.  This is the kingship which Jesus showed.  May God help us to know this Jesus.  Amen.
In verses 1 and 2, what did the assembly do and why?  1Then the whole assembly rose and led him off to Pilate. 2And they began to accuse him, saying, "We have found this man subverting our nation. He opposes payment of taxes to Caesar and claims to be Christ,[a] a king."  The Jews themselves had no authority to put anyone to death.  They had to seek the authority of Rome to do so.  When the assembly of the elders, chief priests, and teachers of the law brought Jesus before Pilate, they began to accuse him, making their case against him.  What did Pilate do in response to their charges?  3So Pilate asked Jesus, "Are you the king of the Jews?"  "Yes, it is as you say," Jesus replied.  4Then Pilate announced to the chief priests and the crowd, "I find no basis for a charge against this man."  The verses don’t say why Pilate did not see Jesus as a threat to Israel or to the rule of Rome over this nation.  The religious leaders brought serious charges like treason against Jesus.  Whether Jesus is the king of the Jews wasn’t a matter of concern or interest for Pilate.  It seemed to be an internal issue among the Jews on who Jesus is.  After a brief exchange with Jesus, Pilate said that he did not find any basis for the charges the religious leaders brought against Jesus.  5But they insisted, "He stirs up the people all over Judea[b]by his teaching. He started in Galilee and has come all the way here."  6On hearing this, Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean. 7When he learned that Jesus was under Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time.”  Pilate pushed off on hearing the case to Herod when he found out that Jesus was from Galilee.  So the entire assembly took Jesus to Herod determined to get rid of him.  Through of all this, Jesus did not raise a finger to defend himself.  He only answered yes to Pilate’s question, “Are you the king of the Jews?”  In what way is Jesus’ claim that he is the King of the Jews true in light of this record?  Jesus’ answer of yes to Pilate meant nothing to the governor.  Pilate was neither threatened nor concerned.  He simply dismissed Jesus’ claim and the charges of the religious leaders.  When Jesus finally answered plainly about who he is, the kingdom of God did not come in flashes of lightening.  Rather, here, Pilate excused Jesus like a nobody for Herod to handle.  In all this, Jesus made no objection.  He did not say a word to stop the false accusations or the political maneuvers.  He remained standing there.  The political and religious leaders took charge of him as they wanted.  And it is here, the passage testifies that he is the King of the Jews.  May God help us to see this Jesus.  Amen.
What did Herod do when he saw Jesus?  8When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he had been wanting to see him. From what he had heard about him, he hoped to see him perform some miracle.  9He plied him with many questions, but Jesus gave him no answer.”  Herod was very interested in Jesus.  Apparently, he never personally met Jesus but heard a lot about him.  He tried to get Jesus to perform a miracle.  He wanted to be entertained and have his curiosity quenched but Jesus remained silent.  What did Jesus reveal about himself as he gave no answer to Herod?  Jesus was not there to do Herod’s bidding.  He remained standing before God.  He was on his way to the cross to be the Passover Lamb for the world.  He stood in silence before his accusers and the authorities of this earth.  His silence actually fueled the anger and mockery of the people.  Even Herod, who was interested in him, turned against him and ridiculed him.  Jesus was led like a lamb to the slaughter.  10The chief priests and the teachers of the law were standing there, vehemently accusing him. 11Then Herod and his soldiers ridiculed and mocked him. Dressing him in an elegant robe, they sent him back to Pilate. 12That day Herod and Pilate became friends—before this they had been enemies.”  Jesus was the ridiculed, the mocked, the accused.  What is written about the Son of Man is coming to fulfillment.  What is prophesied about him must happen.  Jesus was numbered with the transgressors.  He was betrayed into the hands of sinful men.  He was rejected by the elders, chief priests, and teachers of the law all of whom were demanding that he be put to death.  They made a mockery of him as they dressed him in an elegant robe.  In all of this, he gave no answer.  He bore their scorn and rejection upon himself.  And this is how he ruled his kingdom.  He remained silent and he appears all the more glorious.  The more they tried to break him, the more he ruled in glory.  May God open our eyes to see the glory of Jesus.  Amen.
Who is Jesus to me?  He is the One who silently bore my rejection of God since I became aware of God at 10 years old.  He became the One I blamed for the unbearable suffering I went through as a stranger in this strange land.  He was the objection of all my scorn but that did not stop after I started Bible study here.  I became like Saul who persecuted the house church he formed.  He is my King, the King of the Jews, who was crowned with my insults and scorn.  In all this, he took the full responsibility.  He is my Lord and Creator.  He has been my Lord and Creator even before I knew him, before I started Bible study, before the discrimination ended, actually before I was born.  All of those things are included in his work and history.  In all those things, he reveals himself the King, the One reigning in my life and opened my eyes to see his kingdom, the one he has conferred on me.  May the glory of the Son, of the King, be revealed in me.  Amen.
What happened after Jesus was sent back to Pilate?  13Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers and the people, 14and said to them, "You brought me this man as one who was inciting the people to rebellion. I have examined him in your presence and have found no basis for your charges against him. 15Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us; as you can see, he has done nothing to deserve death. 16Therefore, I will punish him and then release him."  How was the death sentence pronounced on Jesus?  18With one voice they cried out, "Away with this man! Release Barabbas to us!" 19(Barabbas had been thrown into prison for an insurrection in the city, and for murder.)  20Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate appealed to them again. 21But they kept shouting, "Crucify him! Crucify him!"  22For the third time he spoke to them: "Why? What crime has this man committed? I have found in him no grounds for the death penalty. Therefore I will have him punished and then release him." 23But with loud shouts they insistently demanded that he be crucified, and their shouts prevailed. 24So Pilate decided to grant their demand. 25He released the man who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, the one they asked for, and surrendered Jesus to their will.
What does the tug-of-war between Pilate and the Jewish religious leaders tell us?  The tug of war, the struggle by each side to have their own agenda carried out is clearly shown here.  The elders, chief priests, and teachers of the law from the beginning saw Jesus as a troublemaker, as a threat to their religious leadership and authority in Israel.  This was their prime opportunity to finally get rid of Jesus.  They were not going to give up at all.  For Pilate, he seemed to be a person of justice at first.  When he investigated what happened and found no reason to execute Jesus, he tried to free Jesus.  He tried before he sent Jesus to Herod.  He attempted again three times when even Herod did not find any crime worthy of the death sentence.  But in the end, Pilate granted the religious leaders’ demand to get their favor.  Verse 12 says that prior to this trial, he and Herod had been enemies but became friends this day – he used the situation to gain a political ally as well.  But they were all ignorant of God who was conferring a kingdom they knew nothing about in which Jesus is the Lord and King.  Pilate, Herod, and the religious leaders were busy trying to hold onto the little power they had.  But they are no more, just a shadow in the annals of history.  No one cares anything about them.  The only reason they are even talked about is because of Jesus.  Jesus is the Lord of them, even of those who sentenced him to death.  Amen.
In light of the fact that Jesus was sentenced to death as a result of politics, what do we mean to say that Jesus died according to God’s will?  On the one hand, we say that Jesus died by God’s will, as the Scriptures foretold about the Son of Man.  But then we bemoan that Jesus was used as a pawn in this political game.  We become saddened by what happened to Jesus, as if he was a victim of the religious and political leaders’ evil plot.  But we actually lose sight of this Jesus, the Jesus who revealed his glory as the Son of Man, as the Lord, who went through this mock trial and political farce as the Lord of them all.  The God of Israel raised up the elders, chief priests, and teachers of the law for this very purpose, to bring glory to the Son of Man, the Lord.  He did not passively allow these things to happen, to reluctantly tolerate the religious leaders and what they did to Jesus just to somehow fulfill the prophecies.  No, he raised the religious leaders up to bring glory to the Son, to the Lord of them all.  What transcribed was no less the record of the gospel of God as Jesus testified earlier – “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.”  This is the essence of the gospel.  Amen.  Unlike Pilate, Herod, and the religious leaders, the Lord Jesus is declared and gloried in the lives of countless individuals for the last two thousand years, including us who are here because of a Jewish carpenter who referred to himself as the Son of Man.  He is the living Lord, the very glory instilled in each of us.
What happened as the death sentence of Jesus was carried out?  26As they led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from the country, and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus.  27A large number of people followed him, including women who mourned and wailed for him.”  The person who would be executed was to carry his own cross but in Jesus’ case, the soldiers had to get someone else to carry it.  Simon was on his way in to Jerusalem from the country.  The soldiers seized him as he was nearby to carry Jesus’ cross.  Jesus was already too exhausted and bruised by the beating he had taken.  Still, Jesus spoke to the women who mourned and wailed for him.  They were following behind as the soldiers took him to the place to be crucified.  The women saw with their own eyes how much Jesus had suffered, now led to be executed.  They were mourning and wailing how terrible of a sight and fate it was on Jesus.  They saw no chance for Jesus to be rescued from the cross.  They did not know what the Father and the Son had in mind, the full glory of the kingdom which would come through Jesus.  So, 28Jesus turned and said to them, "Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your children. 29For the time will come when you will say, 'Blessed are the barren women, the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!' 30Then " 'they will say to the mountains, "Fall on us!" and to the hills, "Cover us!" '[d] 31For if men do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?"  In chapter 19, as Jesus approached Jerusalem, he saw the city and wept over it.  He told his disciples what would happen to her.  She would be surrounded by armies and left desolate, its inhabitants taken as prisoners to all the nations.  Jerusalem would be trampled upon by the Gentiles all because she did not recognize the time of God’s coming to her.  Jesus did not weep and wail for himself even as he was led to be executed.  Rather, he was broken that Jerusalem was blind to the coming of the Lord, even opposing the Lord like the tenants who tried to take the vineyard away from the owner.  But what the tenants did only brought an end to themselves.  Likewise, Jesus wept as he saw that what Jerusalem was doing only brought destruction upon herself.  He wept and wailed for her as the many people would be no more.  Jesus’ heart was broken over them as a father weeps over his children.  The destruction of Jerusalem was coming as the drought came upon her.  She would no longer have the Lord with her.  

According to verses 32 and 33, how was Jesus crucified?  32Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. 33When they came to the place called the Skull, there they crucified him, along with the criminals—one on his right, the other on his left.  What did Jesus do for those who crucified him?  34Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing."[e] Jesus’ broken heart is again revealed as he prayed to the Father to forgive those who crucified him.  He did not call down judgment on them nor complain to the Father against them.  He prayed for them as a father prays for his children.  Nothing the rulers, soldiers, or anyone else did could overcome Jesus.  Jesus remained standing triumphant over all their scorn, insults, and ultimate rejection of him by crucifying him.  He remains the King, the Lord of them.  He is exalted all the more as the Lord by being crucified.  Through this, he is forevermore crowned before the throne of God.
What did the soldiers and religious leaders do when Jesus prayed for them?  “And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 35The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, "He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One." 36The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar 37and said, "If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself."  What was the truth that the written notice above the crucified Jesus declared?  38There was a written notice above him, which read:  THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.  What was the reaction of each of the two criminals to the crucified Jesus?   39One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: "Aren't you the Christ? Save yourself and us!" 40But the other criminal rebuked him. "Don't you fear God," he said, "since you are under the same sentence? 41We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong." 42Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.[f]"  One criminal hurled insults on Jesus like the rulers and the soldiers did.  He mocked Jesus for not saving himself if he is the Christ.  But the other feared God.  He saw that he and the other criminal were being punished justly for what they had done but Jesus had done nothing wrong.  He knew the kingdom which Jesus spoke about.  The kingdom is real.  While dying himself, this criminal did not ask to come down from the cross.  He did not ask for a second chance in this life.  He only desired Jesus’ kingdom and asked to enter it with Jesus.  To this man, 43Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise."  The kingdom of God is the reality into which the criminal would enter with Jesus.  The kingdom of God was no longer just the good news.  It was no longer just near.  It was not revealed just through parables anymore.  What Jesus said reveals that his suffering has found fulfillment in the kingdom of God.  The gates of his kingdom are opened and all are welcomed in.  Death is no longer the end for this criminal or for others who belong to God.  Their places in God’s kingdom are assigned with their names written on it.  For anyone who desires to enter its gates, he only has to ask Jesus and it would be given.  This is the power and authority of the King of the Jews to confer the eternal kingdom to anyone he chose.  Amen.  May God raise 120 families like this criminal who did not ask to come down from the cross but to be with Jesus in his kingdom.  Amen.
What is the significance of the events that led up to Jesus’ death?  44It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour, 45for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two.”  The sixth hour is noon while the ninth hour is 3PM.  These are the times when the sun is the brightest and hottest.  Yet, the sun stopped shining and darkness came over the whole land during this period.  The darkness showed that the Lord their light was taken from them.  The curtain of the temple which separated the holy place from the most holy place was torn in two.  The tearing signified that there was no longer separation between God and man.  That chasm is no more, taken away by the Passover Lamb.  The temple was no longer needed.  A new covenant has been established and a new temple raised on the body and blood of Jesus.  Amen.

In verse 46, what did Jesus mean in his last words?  46Jesus called out with a loud voice, "Father, into your hands I commit my spirit." When he had said this, he breathed his last.”  From the Father he came and to the Father he returned.  Even by becoming the sin offering, being punished by God because of sin, Jesus was not separated from the Father.  He committed his spirit to the Father’s hands.  The Father and the Son remained one.  This is the beauty and marvel of the gospel life which Jesus showed as he took his last breath on earth.  Nothing could rob Jesus from the Father’s hands, not even sin and death.  The Father, the Son, and those who belong to God are in the same union – it is the life which rules over in this world and on its last breath is committed into God’s hands.  There is no break or gap in this life but one from beginning to end is bound to God.  That is the beauty of this new life which Jesus has conferred on his own.  May God raise 120 families who show the marvel and beauty of the life of Jesus.  Amen.
What was the response of the various people to Jesus’ death?  47The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, "Surely this was a righteous man." 48When all the people who had gathered to witness this sight saw what took place, they beat their breasts and went away. 49But all those who knew him, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.  All the people were elevated to become conscious of God when they witnessed Jesus’ death.  The centurion, though a Gentile, praised the God of Israel, confessing that Jesus was a righteous man.  The people who gathered as they saw Jesus breathe his last beat their breasts as sinners before God.  The people who knew Jesus, including the women who accompanied Jesus as he traveled about preaching the good news of the kingdom of God, remained, watching at a distance.  They stood before God in thirst and hunger as their Lord was taken from them.  Jesus’ death brought all of them before the presence of God.  They would from then on be forever bound to the one and only God.  Amen.
According to verses 50 to 53, who was Joseph of Arimathea and what did he do?  50Now there was a man named Joseph, a member of the Council, a good and upright man, 51who had not consented to their decision and action. He came from the Judean town of Arimathea and he was waiting for the kingdom of God. 52Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus' body. 53Then he took it down, wrapped it in linen cloth and placed it in a tomb cut in the rock, one in which no one had yet been laid.”  What Joseph did by asking for Jesus’ body certainly ended his membership on the Council.  He, too, was numbered with the transgressors.  His whole political and religious life ended.  He became an outcast in Israel.  For him, taking Jesus’ body and burying it signified him joining Jesus on the cross and dying with him.  And like the criminal, he was waiting for nothing less than the kingdom of God.  He sold everything, gave up all things that he may have Jesus’ body and blood, the fulfillment of what he was waiting for.  He, too, entered the kingdom with Jesus.  What did Joseph’s courageous act indicate according to Luke’s comment?  54It was Preparation Day, and the Sabbath was about to begin.”  Joseph’s act became the preparation for the real Sabbath.  He served God by preparing a burial place for the Passover Lamb.  Now, the people could come before God with full assurance in the forgiveness of sin.  The Sabbath was no longer a day of strict adherence to not work or of accusing others for violating the law, no longer a superficial exercise of religious activities.  They could enter the true rest of God as Jesus himself entered.  The Sabbath is now the full blessing of abiding in God, being crucified with the Lord Jesus and raised with him in his resurrection.  Amen.
Who else were there as Jesus’ body was buried and what did they do?   55The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph and saw the tomb and how his body was laid in it.  56Then they went home and prepared spices and perfumes. But they rested on the Sabbath in obedience to the commandment.”  The women were fully devoted to Jesus.  They wept and wailed for Jesus as they followed him to his crucifixion.  When they saw where Jesus’ body was buried, they prepared spices and perfumes to embalm it in honor of him.  At the same time, they did not let their devotion to Jesus overwhelm them that they would go to his tomb and neglect the Sabbath.  They rested on the Sabbath, in obedience to the commandment which God gave to Israel.  Their rest shows that they sought and worshiped God during this time.  Jesus’ death and burial brought them closer to God.  Through the lives of these women, as well as through Joseph, Simon, the centurion, the criminal, the onlookers, and including the religious and political leaders, Jesus is revealed the Lord, indeed, the true King of the Jews, who has brought the Sabbath to us all.  He is glorified as the Passover Lamb of God, the Lord, prepared to bring about the fullness of the kingdom of God, which is found on the forgiveness of our sin, as he was tried, mocked, beaten, and crucified.  He is glorified as the Lord as his life is conferred on those who followed him, the life which overcomes all things and then sits down with Jesus at the right hand of God, reigning with the truth of the forgiveness of sin.  May God raise 120 families comprised of Josephs, Simons, centurions, and criminals, in whose life Jesus is victorious as both King and Lord.  Amen.
Let’s pray.
