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THE SON OF MAN IS COMING IN GLORY
Luke 21:1-38
KV 27-28

At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.

When Jesus came to Jerusalem, he directly went to the temple, for it was the house of his Father. Jesus challenged the religious leaders and the crowds, even his own disciples to look to God who sent the Son of Man to die on the cross. He sent Jesus, whom he loved, to be rejected that all creation would be restored through him, the Capstone. 

As Jesus waited for God’s timing for him to go to the cross, he revealed even further God’s redemption plan. Our lives might seem like all we have to look forward to are making money and enjoying the pleasures of this life, but we are called to be aware of the return of our Lord. There will be signs of his return and we should be watchful. It will be difficult and filled with much suffering, but Jesus taught that such a life is united with God in mind and heart. It is waiting expectantly for the Son of Man who has opened the kingdom of God. It is worshiping God with all our being. May we be ready to stand up and lift our heads to the Son of Man who brings salvation. 

I. The Glory of the Son of Man (1-38)
After teaching the religious leaders about the rejected capstone and awakening them to the living God, Jesus remained in the temple to teach. He looked up one time and noticed two distinct types of offerings at the temple treasury. First he saw the rich put in their gifts.  Then, 2 He also saw a poor widow put in two very small copper coins.   3 "I tell you the truth," he said, "this poor widow has put in more than all the others. 4 All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on." The rich must have given lavish offerings because they had so much more money to depend upon. But the widow put in only two very small copper coins, almost like giving two pennies for the Sunday offering. Jesus saw the widow’s offering from more than a monetary standpoint. He saw that this widow, unlike the rich, was completely offering all she had to depend upon. She was completely offering her life to God. The widow’s offering wasn’t paying dues to God. She was thanking God for the life he had given her and was offering it up to him for his good will. Jesus commended this woman’s offering because this was the worship of God. The widow was truly using the house of God as a place of worship – what it was intended to be used for since it was built. Jesus revealed through the widow’s offering the true purpose of the temple, and the true purpose of our lives – to worship the living God with all our being. 
While Jesus saw the beauty of the widow who worshiped God in the temple, his disciples were distracted by something else. Luke records, 5 Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God. Instead of seeing the inner beauty of the temple displayed by the people who worshiped God, the disciples saw the outward beauty of the temple, filled with precious stones and lavish offerings. The disciples couldn’t see the work of God in the widow who offered her life to God in worship. They thought the beauty of the temple must come from what it was built out of. To the disciples, this is how God’s presence was revealed. But Jesus said, 6 "As for what you see here, the time will come when not one stone will be left on another; every one of them will be thrown down." The disciples were confident that as long as the beautiful temple stood, God would remain with Jerusalem. But Jesus declared that the physical temple would not always be there. In fact, every stone will be thrown down. This must have troubled the disciple for they spoke to Jesus, 7 "Teacher," they asked, "when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are about to take place?" It appeared as though the disciples were more concerned about the destruction of the temple than why it was going to be destroyed. Maybe they even wanted to know the exact time and place so they could do something to prevent it. Whatever their thoughts, Jesus shifted their attention. 8 He replied: "Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my name, claiming, 'I am he,' and, 'The time is near.' Do not follow them. 9 When you hear of wars and revolutions, do not be frightened. These things must happen first, but the end will not come right away." Jesus warned his disciples to not watch out for the time the temple would be destroyed but instead to watch out for those who will deceive. The disciples spent time with Jesus and heard his word. But there will be some who will come claiming to be the Christ and declaring that the time for God’s complete judgment is near. Jesus did not deny that these falsehoods would happen. In fact, he even said there would be wars and revolutions, which would probably endanger the disciples. But Jesus told them not to fear. In their struggles to be watchful in the midst of lies and violence, they will learn to completely depend on God just as Jesus Christ did. They will know the mind and heart of the Lord who did not leave his creation in sin, but came to redeem the fallen. These things would happen, but it is not the end and God’s judgment of creation is still to come. 
Jesus continues, 10 Then he said to them: "Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 11 There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and fearful events and great signs from heaven. Jesus’ return will not happen right after he ascends into heaven. There will be fearful events in history and even scarier signs from heaven of God’s intended judgment of sin. 12 "But before all this, [Jesus goes on to say,] they will lay hands on you and persecute you. They will deliver you to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors, and all on account of my name. 13 This will result in your being witnesses to them. 14 But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. 15 For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. 16 You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers, relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death. 17 All men will hate you because of me. 18 But not a hair of your head will perish. 19 By standing firm you will gain life. Being a disciple of Jesus will not be pleasant. There will be persecution, imprisonment, trials, and betrayals. Yet Jesus testifies that through this suffering for the name of Jesus, the disciples will be witnesses to kings and governors, relatives and friends. They will be living testimonies of the life-giving power of God. Jesus will give them the wisdom and strength to stand firm and in doing so, they will join Jesus in his kingdom; they will gain life.  
In the midst of violence and persecution, the disciples will also see the desolation of Jerusalem described by the prophets in the Scriptures. Jesus does not call them to stand up and fight to defend the city. Instead he says, 20 "When you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you will know that its desolation is near. 21 Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those in the city get out, and let those in the country not enter the city. 22 For this is the time of punishment in fulfillment of all that has been written. Those who see the coming desolation of Jerusalem will be aware of God’s judgment on the city. Jesus knows that those who remain will face the wrath of God’s righteous judgment so he tells them to flee to the mountains. Jesus states, 23 How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! There will be great distress in the land and wrath against this people. 24 They will fall by the sword and will be taken as prisoners to all the nations. Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. God’s judgment of Israel will be complete. No one left in Jerusalem will be spared. If they are not killed, they will be imprisoned. Though Israel will fall, Jesus does not leave the disciples with a sense of helplessness and sorrow from the dreadful signs. Instead, Jesus encourages his people telling them that all of this is God’s design; all of this is part of God’s redemption of creation. Though the Gentiles will trample the temple, their times would be fulfilled too. God would use them according to his will and his work will be accomplished as he has planned since the beginning of the history of Israel. Through the calling of Israel, God will save many lives. 

Jesus adds, 25 "There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. 26 Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. 27 At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near." Again, Jesus encourages his people that though nations will be in anguish and terror at the signs of the return of Christ and God’s judgment, they will see the Son of Man come in glory. They will see that in God’s judgment comes salvation. Just as a fig tree’s leaves indicate summer is coming, the signs Jesus spoke about will indicate that the kingdom of God is near. The signs will indicate that life has come to creation. 
In conclusion, Jesus confesses, 32 "I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. Troubles will come, but they will pass. Even heaven and earth will fade away. Yet Jesus’ word will remain because his word is not of this world. His word is of God; his word is the life of God – the life that dwells in the kingdom of God. Jesus addresses his disciples, 34 "Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you unexpectedly like a trap. 35 For it will come upon all those who live on the face of the whole earth. 36 Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man." Life on this earth is filled with many things to distract and even trap us into forgetting the coming of Christ. But Jesus warned us to always be on the watch and to pray. When we are mindful of the work of God and his purpose in the troubles that will happen, we will stand firm in the eternal word of Jesus and be able to stand before the Son of Man on the day he judges the world. We are all sinners and are worthy of death before the holiness of God and his Son. But by the grace and unfailing love of God, we are called to stand firm in the promises that by Jesus’ blood we are saved; by Jesus’ blood we are justified; by Jesus’ blood we have life. 

After Jesus’ teachings about the coming day of the Son of Man who will come in glory, Luke records how Jesus spent his time in Jerusalem: 37 Each day Jesus was teaching at the temple, and each evening he went out to spend the night on the hill called the Mount of Olives, 38 and all the people came early in the morning to hear him at the temple. Jesus entered Jerusalem knowing that he was to die on the cross. But he did not go there immediately. He spent time in the temple teaching and then went out to a lonely place each night. This reveals Jesus’ love for God’s people as well as for his Father. He reveals that he was united with God who sent him to seek and save the lost, to declare the year of the Lord’s favor. 
Jesus promised his disciples that the Son of Man will come full of glory. He told them that stand up and lift up their heads. So what is it to stand up and lift up our heads as we wait for the return of the Lord? It is waiting with hope, courage, and boldness. The best example of lifting up our heads is in the account of the widow who offered her two copper coins. She lifted up her head as she worshiped God with her whole being. She did not look down because of her problems. She did not look around at the beauty of the temple. She looked up at the Lord with expectation of his word. Jesus’ teaching of looking up is the same as worshiping God with our whole lives, with our whole beings. 

May we worship God with our whole beings as we watchfully wait for the coming of the Son of Man. May we truly see the glory in his suffering and death as well as his resurrection. Help us to be encouraged by your word that we may see the refining of creation through your judgment and be fully prepared to stand before the Son of Man. 
