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MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO ENTER THROUGH THE NARROW DOOR

Luke 13:1-35

KV 23b-24

He said to them, 24"Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to.
[What was the situation “at that time”?]

Verse 1 indicates that Jesus’ teaching in chapter 13 is given after Jesus warned the crowd of the imminent judgment.  Jesus, the Son of God, came as the Son of Man to bring the kingdom of God to sinners. He proclaimed the nearness of the kingdom that all may be awakened to the present time. Now it was the time for Jesus to die on the cross after being rejected. It was the time for God’s will of the restoration of the world to be accomplished through the judgment on the reign of sin and death by the sacrifice of his son. 

The judgment on sin and death meant that Jesus’ ministry will bring division in all our relationships because there is no middle ground. A person can either accept Jesus’ call and join him in his kingdom or reject him and have the door shut in his or her face. Jesus came to call Israel, and all sinners, to repentance that we may enter the kingdom of God. May we learn to make every effort to enter it.  
I. Repent or Perish (1-17)
[In that situation what story did some bring up to Jesus?] 
After Jesus told those crowded around him about the imminent judgment, he was asked about an event that had occurred under Pilate’s rule. Now the crowds had a question concerning sin and suffering. Luke writes, 1Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. To them, those whose blood was split were sinners being punished by God. They might have told Jesus about this event to get confirmation for their ideas about sin. Many Israelites understood suffering to be punishment for unrepentant sin. They weren’t asking Jesus a question, but their words were meant for Jesus to respond in some way. So 2Jesus answered, "Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way? 3I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish. 4Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish." 
[What is the textual sum of Jesus’ teaching in verses 2-9?] [ What was the relevance of the tragic story of the Galileans based on the historical setting of the scene of this passage?] [What urgent message did Jesus teach in verses 2-9 as we view it in reference to the historical setting? (ref. 13:32,33)]
Jesus taught them that the issue wasn’t determining if someone was more of a sinner than others. He even gave the example of those who perished when a tower fell on them. Surely this natural disaster didn’t target those who were extremely sinful. Jesus declared that all are sinners. Everyone needs to repent of sin, not just the “worse sinners”. Our own reality is that if we do not repent of our sin and seek the righteousness that comes through faith in Jesus Christ alone, we too will perish. Those who brought this issue before Jesus were asking about theological questions and Jesus reminded them that they did not have the luxury to entertain themselves with idle talk. If they were serious about death they must be serious about sin and the repentance of it. They must have accepted the warning about sin when they heard the story of the tragic story of the Galileans or of the unfortunate people who died accidental deaths.  

Jesus testifies to the importance of repentance of sin through a parable of a fig tree. He says, 6"A man had a fig tree, planted in his vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it, but did not find any. 7So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, 'For three years now I've been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven't found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?' Those who remain in sin are like fig trees that don’t bear fruit. If they take up all the time of the farmer and all the nutrients from the soil without giving something back in return, the farmer has no use for the fig tree. A person who does not repent of his sin can’t produce fruit and has nothing of worth to give to God. 
 Yet God’s mercy is upon all sinners for Jesus concludes his parable saying, 8" 'Sir,' the man replied, 'leave it alone for one more year, and I'll dig around it and fertilize it. 9If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.' " A farmhand said to wait one more year. If he continued to tend the fig tree and it still didn’t bear fruit, then the farmer could cut it down. As Peter wrote, The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9). God wants all people to repent of their sin. Yet if we do not repent of our sin by taking advantage of his mercy, we will be like dead branches that will be cut off and thrown into the fire. Jesus taught the crowds not to wonder why other sinners suffer, but instead to repent of their sin. We should wonder ourselves if we are coming to God in repentance of our sin instead of dwelling in anxiety whether we are “better than those who fell in misery.” Thank God for Jesus who calls us to repent of our sin by depending on his mercy and bear the fruit of the kingdom of God. 
[(10-17) What did Jesus do one Sabbath?] 
Once again, Jesus taught in a synagogue on the Sabbath. While Jesus was teaching, 11 a woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not straighten up at all. 12When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, "Woman, you are set free from your infirmity." 13Then he put his hands on her, and immediately she straightened up and praised God. This woman was not just crippled because of old age. An evil spirit was overpowering her for 18 years, causing her to be unable to straighten her back at all. While the woman praised God because Jesus healed her as soon as he saw her, not all people who saw this miracle reacted the same way. 14Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue ruler said to the people, "There are six days for work. So come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath." 
[ What was wrong about Jesus’ work of healing the woman from the perspective of the synagogue ruler?] 
Interestingly, this synagogue ruler did not address Jesus directly but instead spoke to the crowd telling them not to come to Jesus on the Sabbath to be healed. There were 6 other days in the week where it would be more appropriate for them to receive healing.  He was troubled because Jesus did not honor the Sabbath, which to him meant that Jesus did not honor God. Since the miraculous healing was undeniable proof of Jesus’ authority, he couldn’t rebuke Jesus. But he had to do something right because of his conscience, so he rebuked the crowd.
 Jesus confronted the subtle challenge of the synagogue ruler. Look at verse 15. 15The Lord answered him, "You hypocrites! Doesn't each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it water? 16Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?" 17When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated, but the people were delighted with all the wonderful things he was doing.” 

[Why did Jesus call the synagogue ruler a hypocrite?] Jesus did not tell the synagogue ruler that he shouldn’t obey the law of not working on the Sabbath. Instead, Jesus revealed his hypocrisy and the hypocrisy of many who gathered in the synagogue. They had rules that it was okay to untie and water donkeys on the Sabbath so they wouldn’t die of dehydration. Yet for them, it was not appropriate for one of the promised children, a child of God, to be healed from the mastery of Satan? Jesus declared what better day than the Sabbath to declare the true reign of the kingdom of God, which is over sin and death. The woman’s healing testifies to the power of God over Satan. Satan’s rule has ended. Jesus is the victor who unbinds us from sin. Yet the synagogue ruler bypassed the truth of the triumph of Jesus over the power of sin, which is the power of Satan, because he couldn’t let go of his conviction of the Sabbath law. He seemed to be a law-abiding person. In truth he wasn’t serious about sin or God. He was serious about something else other than sin. He was a hypocrite.
The story of the synagogue ruler is our story. We, too, are serious about everything else other than sin. We should sincerely think of the questions from the Bible study: [In what aspect were the synagogue ruler and his colleagues humiliated by Jesus’ teaching? What was wonderful about Jesus’ teaching? What was Jesus teaching the synagogue ruler and the like in view of the previous verses of 1-9?]  May we find the answers to the questions this week and write testimonies on them. May we do so while we are still under God’s mercy and not perish. We will be humiliated if we do not repent of our hypocrisy even if we may not perish.  May we see God’s work among his precious children and praise him for his victory over Satan. 
II. The Parables of the Mustard Seed and the Yeast (18-21)
[(18-21) To what topic did Jesus abruptly turn his teaching?] 
After revealing the present reign of the kingdom of God over the power of Satan through the healing of the woman on the Sabbath, 18 Jesus asked, "What is the kingdom of God like? What shall I compare it to? 19It is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his garden. It grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air perched in its branches." Many Israelites probably thought of the kingdom of God would come with huge fanfare, declaring the glory of God while destroying the enemies of Israel. But here, Jesus declares that the kingdom of God is like a mustard seed. It might appear to start out small, but then it grows to the size of a tree, able to be refuge for birds perched on its branches. 20Again he asked, "What shall I compare the kingdom of God to? 21It is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount of flour until it worked all through the dough." Just like the parable of the mustard seed, a little yeast starts our small but then goes throughout all the dough. This is what the kingdom of God is like. It might appear small or even invisible. But the kingdom of God becomes so large it reigns over all things. Jesus healed the woman from the power of Satan on the Sabbath. That was just one incident. Jesus came alone; he was just a seed. But he was the Mustard Seed and he was the Yeast. The kingdom of God has come to all so that all may have new life through Jesus. 
[How does the truth of the kingdom of God illustrated in the example of mustard seed and of yeast explain what he has taught in verses 1-17?] 
Here Jesus was urging those who were blind to the witness of the kingdom of God because of their desire for this world to repent of their sin of hypocrisy.  How can we discern the signs of the mustard seed and the yeast? We can when we repent of our hypocrisy. We should remember that Jesus taught these things in chapter 13 in the last week of his life on earth. He was urgent. But the person who quoted the tragedy of the Galileans or those who were gossiping over the accidental death of the unfortunate eighteen people were not aware of the urgency of God’s work going on in their midst. The synagogue ruler had no idea that God’s impending judgment was near. They resided in their own world. But after just about 40 more years they would indeed perish and their world would collapse. 
M. Sam challenged me to speak today because I attended the wedding of one of my friends and so skipped last Sunday’s worship service. No one can blame that. But in light of this passage I realized that I do not see the seriousness of sin. I went back to my own world when I did so. I repent of my sin by which I could take the wedding more seriously than seeking the Gospel and the worship of the Lord.  May we too be awakened to Jesus’ urgency in this passage and trust in the work God is doing through the gospel of his Son, though we may not see it. In doing so, may the kingdom of God appear to us much bigger than we hoped or imagined. 

III. The Narrow Door (22-30)
[(22-30) What does verse 22 tell us about the time? What does the question in verse 23 tell us about the atmosphere of the time as Jesus was moving toward Jerusalem?] 
As Jesus proclaimed the good news of the kingdom of God, he did not stray from his final destination, to die on the cross in Jerusalem as a sin offering. As Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem, 23Someone asked him, "Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?" Jesus’ teachings must have caused this person to think that the salvation from the judgment, which Jesus spoke of, was restrictive. So Jesus turned to the crowd. He said to them, 24"Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to. 25Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will stand outside knocking and pleading, 'Sir, open the door for us.' "But he will answer, 'I don't know you or where you come from.' 26"Then you will say, 'We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.' 27"But he will reply, 'I don't know you or where you come from. Away from me, all you evildoers!'”

Many people today think that there are many ways to God and Jesus is only one of them. But here Jesus teaches that the door is narrow and we must make every effort to enter through it. He is not teaching that only a few can go through. Jesus teaches that because we have to choose to strive to get through the only door – Jesus – there are many who will choose something else may be less burdensome or demanding. But these people are like those who claim to know Jesus but are shut out of the kingdom. They might have listened to Jesus’ word by attending church each Sunday, but they never sought to know Jesus the narrow door. They chose a life of ease but Jesus declares that life will end much differently than what they expected. Jesus says, 28"There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out. 
[ What is the sum of Jesus’ teaching in verses 24-30?] 
The Israelites had thought that being a physical descendent of Abraham would guarantee them a place in God’s kingdom. Even Christians today assume that being a follower of Christ is enough to gain access into his kingdom. But Jesus calls the crowd to know him, to seek him and respond to his call. He denied those who were in fellowship with him and those who learned the Bible from him directly.  [What is the narrow door, which we need to enter in light of the previous teachings? What is the effort we need to make to enter the narrow door in light of Jesus’ teaching in verses 24-30?] So what is the narrow door, which we need to enter, and how can we make very effort to enter? We need to be sincere about these questions. May we seek the answer in our lifetime continually and constantly, for the kingdom of God advances closer and closer. We still may not know the whole answer. But a couple of things are clear. We must repent of our complacency in our relationship with Jesus. Our relationship with him is his mercy. If we take advantage of the mercy and so fail to seek Jesus our Lord, we will perish.
For sure God’s mercy extends to all nations and those who seek him will come from all parts of the world. But Jesus warned those complacent. “28 There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out. People will come from east and west and north and south, and will take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God. 30Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, and first who will be last." Those who think they are first because they are simply exposed to Jesus will find out that they are indeed last because they did not seek Jesus to know him. Indeed there will only be few of the chosen people because they do not enter the narrow door. Jesus calls us to be the ones who will be saved by seeking Jesus, the Narrow Door. 
IV. On the third day I will reach my goal (31-35) 

[(31-35) What did some warn Jesus about?][ What did Jesus reply in verses 32-33?] 
31At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, "Leave this place and go somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you." Whether the Pharisees were truly concerned for Jesus’ welfare or they simply wanted Jesus to leave, they warned of Herod wanting Jesus dead. Their warning did not sway Jesus as he resolutely set out for Jerusalem. 32He replied, "Go tell that fox, 'I will drive out demons and heal people today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal.' 33In any case, I must keep going today and tomorrow and the next day—for surely no prophet can die outside Jerusalem!” 
[What did Jesus mean?] Jesus did not fear Herod. Jesus knew he was to go to Jerusalem to die on the cross by God’s will and Herod wasn’t able to prevent this work of God. Though Jesus knew he was going to his death, he knew that his death was God’s will. Therefore God’s will to destroy sin and death by raising his Son from the dead would be done on the third day on earth as it was in heaven. In a sense, Jesus himself constantly denied his life on earth and sought God while he was harassed by the fox, Herod. When Jesus was full of God he made every effort to seek God’s will for Jerusalem. He cried out, 34"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! 35Look, your house is left to you desolate. I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, 'Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.'" The Israelites had a long history of rejecting God’s word by killing his prophets. Yet Jesus longed to gather them to him. Even at this time when his death on the cross was two days away he made every effort to seek God’s will for Jerusalem, the city of God, who rejected God and his Son. I used to think of this part of the passage from the perspective of Jesus’ sympathy on the city. But I learned this time that Jesus sought God’s face in the rejection of Jerusalem. I learned that through his word of prophecy, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.” Jesus was going away by his death on the cross only to come back as the Lord and Savior. I had to think what it means for me to make every effort to seek God and his kingdom as I was reading the last word of Jesus in verses 35. God loves his people and wants to protect them in his sheltering arms, but they are unwilling. When they remain in their sin, they will face desolation. Yet there is hope for Jesus declares that they will be blessed once they repent and call on the name of the Lord who has come to them. 
May we repent of our sin of complacency in hypocrisy everyday and make every effort to enter the narrow door of the kingdom of God every day. 
