Luke 12: 1-59
In the previous passage (11:37-54), Jesus lamented over the hypocrisy of the religious leaders of his time, the Pharisees and experts in the law. In today’s passage, Jesus turns his attention to his disciples and teaches them how to live in the days following Jesus death and resurrection. Jesus knew that there would be a long time in between his resurrection and his second coming. He warned his disciples not to worry about their lives but to trust in God and eagerly wait for Jesus return. y. 

In verse 1-3 Jesus warns the disciples about hypocrisy and says that nothing that is concealed will remain hidden. This was not what most of the people believed back then. This is why the majority of the Jews didn’t accept Jesus. John 3:19 reads, “This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.” But Jesus told the disciples not to fear evil people. In verses 4-5 he tells the disciples not to be afraid of those who can kill the body and that's it, but to fear the one who after the killing of the body, has power to throw you into hell. In English, the word “fear” has a negative connotation. However, in Greek the word means not just “to be afraid” but also “to reverence" and “to worship.” When we say that we fear God, it means that we acknowledge God as God and as the Supreme authority over all things. He is someone whom we can always trust. At the same time, He is the only one who can judge everything. In Genesis, God tested Abraham’s faith by asking him to sacrifice his son Isaac. When this happened Abraham trusted God and obeyed his command. When Abraham was about to kill Isaac an angel appeared and said, “Do not lay a hand on the boy. Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.” (Ge 22:12) When non-believers hear about this they are offended. But Abraham feared God, not men, and so became the father of many nations according to God’s promise.
Jesus was aware that his disciples would face a lot of persecution from many people. If they feared death more than anything else, they would stumble and deny their faith in Jesus. This is actually what happened when Jesus was arrested and crucified. Yet Jesus told them that they could overcome their fear of death by fearing God. When Jesus said that we should fear God, he also meant that we should trust in God’s unconditional love. Look at verses 6-7. “Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God. Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.” Here, Jesus talks about the monetary value of sparrows. In Jesus’ time people bought sparrows for pennies. Jesus told the disciples that not even one of these cheap sparrows was forgotten by God. This meant that the disciples were extra special in God's sight. They might not have felt extra special when they were undergoing persecution but they were.  It is important to have a healthy self-awareness as a child of God. Only when a person has this can they acknowledge Jesus before men. In verses 8-9, Jesus talks about the importance of acknowledging Jesus under persecution. The disciples could only do this with the help of the Holy Spirit which they would be given. But they had to take extra care not to treat the Holy Spirit like it was a trivial thing.
Look at verse 10. “And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.” Why is blaspheming the Holy Spirit so serious? It's because once you reject the work of the Holy Spirit there is not hope left. The Holy Spirit is given to Christians to help them. But it is not confined to the community of believers. The Holy Spirit is also working in the world, convicting the world of guilt in regard to sin, righteousness and judgment. God is patient and gives opportunities for everyone to repent through the message of the Holy Spirit. But if anyone refuses to listen to the testimony of the Holy Spirit, there is no other way to be forgiven. 


For the disciples who listened to the testimony of the Holy Spirit, they would be helped in their time of need. Jesus said that when the disciples were brought before synagogues, rulers and authorities, the Holy Spirit would give them words to say. Did this mean that the disciples were supposed to assume everything they said was correct? No, the disciples didn't have the right answers all time, but the Holy Spirit spoke through their honesty. We should pray that in spite of our weaknesses, we will have hope, joy, and peace in our Lord Jesus Christ which the world cannot offer, so that people of the world may see the truth in us. 

After this someone in the crowd said to Jesus, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.’” Since rabbis in Israel were expected to help to settle those matters, the man hoped that Jesus would intervene on his behalf and make a judgment in his favor. But Jesus said, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?” Although Jesus refused to be a judge or negotiator between the man and his brother, he did offer him advice. He said, "be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 

Greed is the unquenchable desire for the things of this world. Many people today believe that man’s happiness depends on the abundance of possessions. But Jesus said, “A man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” What he meant was that accumulating lots of possessions doesn't amount to life. 

In order to illustrate this, Jesus spoke the parable of the greedy man in verses 16-21. In this parable a rich man gathers a great harvest and decides to pull down his old barn and build a new one. After doing this he planned to say to himself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry." But God called that man a fool and demanded his life from him that very night. Why did God call this man a fool? It was because  he allowed himself to be deceived by his material possessions. He forgot that he was only the steward of his possessions and not the owner. 
Jesus added in verse 21. “This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God.” What does it mean to be rich toward God? Some people may think that it means to offer God a lot of money. But that’s not what it means. What Jesus means is that a man’s rich relationship with God is more important than having earthly wealth for himself. 

After saying this Jesus instructed his disciples not to worry about their lives; what they would eat or where. He told them to consider the ravens who do not sow or reap yet God feeds them. He then asked them, "Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do your worry about the rest?" Jesus gave another example to the disciples. He told them to consider how the lilies grow. They didn't labor or spin yet they were clothed in more splendor than Solomon. Worry is a natural response toward events that are beyond our control. We know we shouldn't worry but we do anyway. Jesus says that the reason we worry is because we have little faith.  

Jesus continues in verses 29-30. “And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need them.” The essence of Jesus' teaching was to recognize that God will take care of His children. There is no need to worry about food and clothing. This is what separates the children of God from the pagan world.  Unlike people who panic in times of trouble, we can soar over the things that should destroy us because we know that God deeply cares for us. 
In verses 31-34 we read the conclusion of Jesus’ instructions. “But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well. "Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will not be exhausted, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
What does it mean to seek God’s kingdom? It means that we give our undivided devotion to God. There is no reason for us to fear or be anxious since God our Father and Shepherd desires to give His kingdom to us. Our security is not in material wealth or in a secure job or position but in the Almighty God. Therefore we should sell our possessions and give to the poor. How can we do this? It’s only possible when we realize that what we have is not ours but God’s in the first place. We are only stewards of what we have, not the owners. 

In the rest of this passage Jesus turns his attention to the subject of waiting and his second coming. He first talks about what will happen to those who are found waiting upon his return. He says, “It will be good for those servants whose master finds them watching when he comes. I tell you the truth, he will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and will come and wait on them. It will be good for those servants whose master finds them ready, even if he comes in the second or third watch of the night.” But it isn't easy to continue to wait for Jesus. In verses 39 and 40 Jesus stresses that his second coming will be sudden. Look at verses 39-40. “But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming he would not have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.” Between the two different stories, one thing is common, that neither the servants nor the house owner knew the exact time of the Lord’s return. 

After Jesus said this Peter asked, "Lord, are you telling this parable to us, or to everyone?” We are not sure why Peter asked what he asked. Perhaps he was getting a little uncomfortable because Jesus’ teaching contained both an encouragement of blessing and a warning. So he wanted to clarify whom exactly Jesus was referring to. Yet, Jesus didn’t answer him a direct answer.  

He said, "Who then is the faithful and wise manger, whom the master puts in charge of his servants to give them their food allowance at the proper time. It will be good for that servant whom the master finds doing so when he returns. I tell you the truth, he will put him in charge of all his possessions.’” Jesus made Peter to think about those who are called to manage God's flock. In Jesus parable a manager is someone who distributes food to the servants of his master’s household. Jesus’ disciples are called to be the managers who are responsible for providing food allowance for God’s flock at the proper time. 
We all want to be faithful and wise managers but in these verses 45 - 46 we read about someone who fell into delusion and thought that his master wasn’t coming. So he began to mistreat the menservants and maidservants in the master’s house and get indulged in a self-centered lifestyle. When the master finally came home he cut him this bad manager to pieces and assigned him a place with the unbelievers. Nobody wants to be like this manager but its hard to wait and wait and wait. All while we are trying to do what's right. Being charged with feeding God's flock isn't easy. I realize this when I study the bible with Peter. I'm tempting to just call it off and take care of myself. But this is not what God wants. Jesus teaches that God wants us to feed his servants.  
In verses 47-48 Jesus continues his teaching. “The servant who know his master’s will and does not get ready or does not do what his master wants will be beaten with many blows. But the one who does not know and does things deserving punishment will be beaten with few blows. From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded, and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.” Someone might say, “Well, if being given more means the possibility of being punished more, I don’t want to study the Bible." Jesus wasn’t saying that the more ignorant we are, the easier time we will have. He was saying that God doesn't show favoritism. In other words, God sees the degree of our faithfulness before God. Therefore, we cannot compare ourselves to one another. Instead, we should examine ourselves before the eyes of God and struggle to be faithful until the final day. 
After this, Jesus says some surprising things. In verse 49 Jesus says, “I have come to bring fire on earth, and how I wish it were already kindled!” Here, Jesus was most likely talking about judgment, which is the common meaning of the fire in both the Old and New Testament. 
The word “judgment” makes us uncomfortable. We don’t like to think about God’s judgment. But we see that Jesus took on God's judgment on himself so that we have hope.
Look at verse 50. “But I have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is completed!” What did he mean by “a baptism to undergo”? He was talking about his suffering and death on the cross in Jerusalem. Jesus was saying that he came to bring the fire of judgment on the earth, but he himself first must go through the fire of God’s wrath for our sake. And Jesus was deeply distressed about this. Why was he so distressed? It was because God’s curse had been placed upon him. Jesus who had no sin became sin for us and received God’s punishment in our place. By his wounds we are healed and have peace. 

But in verses 51-53, Jesus said something very shocking. Look at verses 51-53. “Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division. From now on there will be five in one family divided against each other, three against two and two against three. They will be divided, father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” Why did Jesus say these things? Jesus said this because of his truth, that is that he is a stumbling block for many people. Jesus who is the rock of salvation for those who trust in his grace is also a stumbling block for those who refuse to trust in his grace. Peoples’ rising and falling depends on their attitude toward him. While some will choose Jesus’ side, others will choose against him. And those who choose him will be hated by others, even in the most intimate family circles.
If we know that Jesus is coming again to judge the living and the dead, what should we do? In the following verses, verses 54-59, Jesus turns his attention to the crowd. Read verses 54-56. “He said to the crowd: ‘When you see a cloud rising in the west, immediately you say, ‘It is going to rain,’ and it does. And when the south wind blows, you say, ‘It is going to be hot,’ and it is. Hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of the earth and the sky. How is it that you don’t know how to interpret this present time?” Here, Jesus first calls attention to the fact that the people of Israel were intelligent enough to acknowledge the special signs in nature. But he called them hypocrites because they did not analyze their present time.

In fact, these people were hiding themselves behind the religious leaders who were also hypocritical. But they could not hide themselves behind the religious leaders or system any longer. They should neither blame nor depend on their leaders for their future destiny. Instead, each of them had to think and reason based on what they had seen and heard and makes decisions for themselves. Instead of blindly following others’ teachings, no matter how convincing they may sound, we are responsible for our own souls. We are responsible for carefully examining what the Scripture says. That’s why Jesus challenged them by saying “Why don’t you judge for yourselves what is right?” (57) Make no mistake, Jesus is coming to just the living and the dead.
When we examine the Scriptures, we can know that Jesus is not just one of the great men or the prophets. He is the one who had been promised by God as the Messiah of the world. His name, birth place and birth date and his human ancestry were all predicted. This Jesus was right in front of them. They heard him teaching God’s words. His teaching even surprised the Pharisees who were often critical of him. They saw him performing miracles, one after another. They saw him preaching the good news to all people. The people of Israel in Jesus’ time couldn’t have any more convincing evidence about Jesus being the Messiah. But they pretended that they didn’t see. Now, what’s left for them is only God’s judgment.
Surely, Jesus didn’t want them to perish in sin. Now, in verses 58-59, Jesus urges them to be reconciled to God before it was too late. Read verses 58-59. “As you are going with your adversary to the magistrates, try hard to be reconciled to him on the way, or he may drag you off to the judge, and the judge turn you over to the officer, and the officer throw you into prison. I tell you, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny.” Here, Jesus sees that each and every person has an appointment with God in the final judgment. On the day of God’s judgment, there will be no mercy. We’ve got to do something very urgent before it’s too late. Anyone who repents of his sin and believes in the Son will be forgiven and will not face God’s final judgment. Until the second coming of Jesus, it is still the time of God’s grace. May God help us to learn from this passage and trust in him, not worrying about our lives but trusting God and fearing him. We will have peace when we listen to Jesus words. Even when we suffer we will not be overcome because we will see clearly, that God is in control and that we belong to him.


