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And he said, "The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life."

Last week’s passage testified to the beauty of Jesus who revealed the power and authority of God and his kingdom throughout his ministry and with his very life. Jesus’ power and authority isn’t only over evil spirits and diseases. Jesus revealed that he has authority over death and it isn’t our end. Beyond death there is Jesus, the Son of God who brings new life. 

Jesus alone has the power to change our lives. He has the power to awaken us to the reality of the kingdom of God, which has come. Through the miraculous events Luke wrote about in chapter 8, Jesus reveals that he is the fulfillment of the Scriptures and that he was sent to proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God. Jesus came to bring new life through his cross. 

In today’s passage, Jesus continued to proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God. He prepared the Twelve to be messengers of the kingdom of God, through helping them practically trust God’s provision not only for themselves but also to those whom they proclaim the kingdom of God. Jesus revealed the truth of his identity as the Christ, the Son of Man who must suffer that the kingdom of God would come even to those who rejected him. Jesus reveals that the kingdom of God is living and active so we must listen to him instead of trying to define who Jesus is by our own understanding. May we meet Jesus newly through this Luke study that we too can proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God which has come through Jesus, the Son of Man, the Son of God. 

I. Jesus Sends Out the Twelve (1-9)

After Jesus performed life-giving miracles testifying to the kingdom of God that has come to sinners, he gathered together his 12 apostles. Luke writes, 1When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to drive out all demons and to cure diseases, 2and he sent them out to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. Jesus did not call his disciples to follow him so that they would be his entourage. He was preparing them to be his gospel messengers of the good news of the kingdom of God. As Jesus said to Peter, he called them to be fishers of men. He called them to co-work in God’s redemption work. As stewards of the gospel, Jesus gave them the power and authority he revealed throughout his ministry. He gave them the power and authority to testify to the kingdom of God in the healing of those suffering from demons and diseases. Jesus became the source of the power and authority to give life. It is through Jesus that the kingdom of God would be revealed through his disciples.
Jesus gave the Twelve specific instructions for their mission trip. 3He told them: "Take nothing for the journey—no staff, no bag, no bread, no money, no extra tunic. 4Whatever house you enter, stay there until you leave that town. 5If people do not welcome you, shake the dust off your feet when you leave their town, as a testimony against them." Jesus wanted them to travel light and not to burden themselves with many possessions. He wanted them to depend on God, to trust that he would provide. They would simply serve the gospel, free of charge. Jesus wanted them to live with the locals if they accepted them, but if not, shake off the dust from their feet as a warning of their rejection of the kingdom of God. 
6So they set out and went from village to village, preaching the gospel and healing people everywhere. The disciples went out as Jesus said, gladly bearing the message that the kingdom of God is here, something the people of Israel had been waiting for since the time when the prophets spoke of God’s restoration. Jesus sent the disciples out to do what he was called to do – preach the good news of the kingdom of God – as well as heal the sick. As they went from village to village, the miracles showed that the kingdom of God has indeed come.

News of Jesus spread all the way to Israel’s political figures. Herod was trying to figure out who Jesus was from all the stories he heard. He was perplexed because some were saying that John had been raised from the dead, 8others that Elijah had appeared, and still others that one of the prophets of long ago had come back to life. 9But Herod said, "I beheaded John. Who, then, is this I hear such things about?" And he tried to see him. Jesus did not fit into any category that he could understand. Even the crowds couldn’t pinpoint the identity of Jesus. Some thought John the Baptist’s spirit was in Jesus or figured Jesus was Elijah the prophet who came to indicate the end times. Or maybe Jesus was some other long-dead prophet returned to life. Though the people couldn’t decide who Jesus really was, they all knew that God’s hand was in all he did. For they all agreed he was some sort of prophet who had authority through the word of God. 

Herod had killed John the Baptist because John preached the nearness of the kingdom of God, which has come to those who repent. Herod wouldn’t repent so he beheaded John to keep living the way he wanted. But when Herod heard of another prophet named Jesus, he wasn’t sure if this had something to do with his beheading of John. The presence of another prophet made Herod very intrigued and he wanted to see this Jesus. Jesus causes many to be curious about him, to discover who he is. But while Herod tried to discover who Jesus was through second hand stories, it is those who seek Jesus himself, who hear is call to follow him and obey, who truly meet Jesus and the reality of the kingdom of God which has come through him. 

II. Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand (10-17)

As people were trying to figure out who Jesus was, the author Luke goes on to describe Jesus’ ministry, which continued to bring the news of the kingdom of God as well as healing. Through the miracle of feeding the five thousand, Jesus’ identity is clearly revealed as well as his heart for his disciples to learn about trust in God. The miracle must have been for the disciples’ benefit because no reaction from the crowd is mentioned after the miracle. 

Luke records that the Twelve returned to Jesus and they reported all they had done. They were tired from their journey, but they were so eager to testify to the kingdom of God, which was revealed through the power and authority they received from Jesus. After their mission report, Jesus took them with him and they withdrew by themselves to a town called Bethsaida, 11but the crowds learned about it and followed him. He welcomed them and spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and healed those who needed healing. Jesus wanted to spend some time with them away from the crowds. But the people found out that Jesus went to Bethsaida and followed him. Jesus did not turn away from the people, but welcomed them. It was as if Jesus was expecting them. He wanted them to come and hear of the kingdom of God and be healed.
If Jesus wanted to withdraw with his disciples, is he teaching us to abandon our solitude when other people want our attention and time? Jesus kept his own private time when he would go off by himself to pray. Why would he cancel the time to be with his disciples away from the crowd? I learned from Jesus what it means to have rest. I am an introvert. While I like being around people, after awhile I get drained and need to be by myself to regain energy. But this isn’t the type of solitude Jesus teachers here. I learned that Jesus took his cue from God concerning his breaks or rests. Though he went away from the crowd to be with his disciples, when God brought the crowds to Jesus, he welcomed them. Jesus then spoke to them about the kingdom of God. He revealed that having private time has to do with the kingdom of God. Jesus wanted his disciples to have time away from the successes of their mission journey and abide in God’s truth. When I think of wanting a break, it is self-serving. I only think about helping myself. But through Jesus’ example, I learn that private time is actually taking a break to spend time with God. If our idea of taking a break is only being by ourselves, we can’t see how Jesus welcoming the crowd is the same as private time with his disciples. We can’t see that Jesus was actually helping the crowd as well as his disciples have personal time with God. But that is why Jesus teaches we must deny ourselves, take up our cross, and follow him. Self-denial is often misunderstood as self-sacrifice, but this only emphasizes us. In Jesus’ case, self denial doesn’t have to do with us, it has to do with the kingdom of God. It is the invitation from God to dwell with him in a place outside of us. Our private time is our break to come and dwell with God in his kingdom. Jesus abided in God and he invited his disciples and the crowd to abide in God. Our lives are either defined as self or association with others. Jesus invites us to no longer identify ourselves without an association to God. We are invited to be identified as God’s own, children of the promise who dwell with him in his kingdom. 

The disciples saw a problem coming up as soon as the day grew late. So, 12late in the afternoon the Twelve came to him and said, "Send the crowd away so they can go to the surrounding villages and countryside and find food and lodging, because we are in a remote place here." They knew there was no way to feed this crowd and they were concerned about them eating. They asked Jesus to stop his teaching for the day so they could go to the village and get their own food and find a place to sleep. But 13He replied, "You give them something to eat." Jesus revealed to the disciples how to provide for the crowd, to give what they had even if it logically wasn’t enough to provide for the crowd. They answered, "We have only five loaves of bread and two fish—unless we go and buy food for all this crowd." 14(About five thousand men were there.) Buying food for the crowd was not really feasible either, since none of the disciples had jobs and they barely had money to support even themselves. Jesus accepted their five loaves and two fish. He said to his disciples, "Have them sit down in groups of about fifty each." 15The disciples did so, and everybody sat down. 16Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke them. Then he gave them to the disciples to set before the people. 17They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.

Jesus reveals his authority as he tells his disciples to put the crowd in groups and breaks the bread, giving thanks to God. Luke doesn’t describe how the food multiplies, only that Jesus was the one who prayed, gave thanks, and offered the bread to the crowd. He was the focus of this miracle, not the huge amount of food. Jesus reveals that he is the Messiah, the Christ, who fully provides for God’s own just as the Israelites received manna from God in the desert. 

The disciples also learned to trust in Jesus who is the source of all provision. He is the one who enabled them to be able to provide for the crowd and he wanted them to hold on to this truth as they continued to serve as Jesus’ apostles of the good news of the kingdom of God. 

III. Peter's Confession of Christ (18-27)

While the crowds were trying to figure Jesus out, he continued his ministry of proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. 18Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples were with him, he asked them, "Who do the crowds say I am?"19They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, that one of the prophets of long ago has come back to life." The crowd’s answers to Jesus’ identity show that to them, Jesus was a great teacher, but not unique. This is the same view people have of Jesus today. People acknowledge that Jesus was a historical figure and that he had many great teachings, but there wasn’t anything else that distinguished him from other religious figures. Yet Jesus is not concerned about how the crowds viewed him. He wanted to know who the disciples, who had been with him witnessing the kingdom of God, said he was. 20"But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?" Peter answered, "The Christ of God." Peter’s answer reveals Jesus’ identity: The Christ of God. Jesus is the Anointed One promised from the Scriptures. Jesus is not just another religious leader. He is the only one promised by God to be the Messiah. He alone came from God to save creation from the power of sin and death. Peter might not have fully understood what he said, but it is clear that the work of God was evident. To help his disciples understand what it means that Jesus is the Christ he 21 strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone. 22And he said, "The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life." Jesus didn’t come to create a huge army to defeat all the enemies of Israel. He came to be a sin offering, betrayed and rejected by those he came to save. He said these things must happen to the Son of Man because they have been revealed in the Scriptures through God’s prophets. The suffering Jesus must go through would ultimately lead to his death, but also his resurrection in full glory. 

Because the suffering Christ is not the Messiah people want to accept, there would be much persecution for those who follow Jesus the Christ.  23Then he said to them all: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 24For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it. 25What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit his very self? 26If anyone is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. Just as Jesus took up his cross, he asked his disciples to follow him. Those who follow Jesus, as his disciples, will not have an easy life. But as they share in the life of Jesus, they will also share in his glory. They will see that the kingdom of God has come because of the suffering of the Christ, the Son of Man. We have to let go of the life we want to preserve, whether it is a life of security or a life of self-seeking. Jesus calls us to seek the life that will not fade away with this world. He calls us to seek the life that dwells in the kingdom of God. 

Jesus declared, 27I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the kingdom of God." The three disciples whom Jesus later brings to the mountain would indeed experience what Jesus was referring to. They will see Jesus in all his glory as the Son of God. They will see the kingdom of God in all its fullness, not just a reflection of it. 

IV. The Transfiguration (28-36)

 28About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James with him and went up onto a mountain to pray. For some reason, Jesus went to a mountain to pray, but only brought three of his apostles. As Jesus prayed, his appearance changed: 29the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning. 30Two men, Moses and Elijah, 31appeared in glorious splendor, talking with Jesus. They spoke about his departure, which he was about to bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem. The glory of God’s presence is revealed. Why did Moses and Elijah appear next to Jesus? It reveals that God is the God of the living. Moses and Elijah weren’t ghosts who suddenly appeared. Jesus actually spoke with them about his departure from the earth as he prepared to go to Jerusalem and offer himself on the cross. 32Peter and his companions were very sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing with him. 33As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to him, "Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah." (He did not know what he was saying.) The three disciples saw Jesus, Moses and Elijah in glorious splendor. They saw the true identity of Jesus. He is more than a prophet or a sign of the end times. He is the one who would bring the kingdom of God to creation through his death on the cross. He is the Son of God sent to man that they would be free from sin though their rejection meant the crucifixion of Christ. 

When Peter saw Jesus with Moses and Elijah, he didn’t know what to say. He saw Jesus as a great religious figure along with these great prophets. For some reason, Peter thought it was appropriate for them to celebrate the Feast of the Tabernacles right there on the mountain by building shelters for them. Peter wanted to stay up there on the mountain as long as possible. 34While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. 35A voice came from the cloud, saying, "This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him." 36When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was alone. The disciples kept this to themselves, and told no one at that time what they had seen. A voice from heaven came to declare that they needed to listen to Jesus, the Son of God, to truly know who he is and understand what the Son of Man must go through. When the voice was finished speaking, all was back to normal and Jesus was by himself again. The disciples did not know what to make of this event, so they kept silent about it. They were to listen to Jesus, instead of their own understandings of the Christ. By God’s grace, Peter and others shared the conviction that Jesus is the Christ of God. But it is not good to abide in that conviction. If this conviction was where we remained, we would try to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles every day or even start our own religion. Basically, we would try to build the kingdom of God here on earth. But if we listen to Jesus instead of our own understanding of Christ, we will know the Son of Man is the Son of God. We will know the way of the cross, which we follow, is the way to the kingdom of God. It is the new life, which Jesus has brought to us, the end of which is the resurrection, which is the glory of the kingdom of God. 
May we be awakened to Jesus who clearly declares he is the Christ of God, the Son of Man who must suffer and be betrayed. May we see that through his suffering and death on the cross he has brought new life to all creation; he has brought the reign of the kingdom of God. 

