Jesus Power and Authority
Luke 8: 22-55
Key verse: Luke 8: 25
In today’s passage, Jesus performs four miracles. First he calms the wind and the raging waters of Lake Galilee (22-25). The he forces a legion of demons to come out of a demon possessed man in the region of Gerasene (26-39). After this he heals a woman who suffered from chronic bleeding (40–48) and lastly he raises a little girl back to life (49-56). All of these miracles were preformed at the height of Jesus Galilean ministry. In last week’s passage we read about the power of God’s word and how it reveals God’s kingdom which has come through Jesus. We see a similar thing in today’s passage only instead we see the emphasis on Jesus himself. Jesus reveals his power and authority over all the things that imprison us and make us suffer. The disciples, the demon possessed man, the sick woman, and the little girl all suffered from different things. But in each case Jesus reveals that he has the power to restore a person to God. Let us think of who Jesus is and what blessings we are to expect in our lives through him I pray in Jesus name, Amen. 

Look at verses 22-23. One day Jesus said to his disciples, “Let’s go over to the other side of the lake.” So they got into a boat and set out. As they were heading toward the region of Gerasenes Jesus fell asleep. From reading Luke’s gospel so far we might think that Jesus never slept because he was always busy healing people or preaching about the kingdom of God. But Luke tells us that “Jesus fell asleep” which reveals that Jesus was fully human. Jesus was tired and so he slept even as a storm moved in and began to threaten the boat. The lake of Galilee, which was surrounded by many high hills, was often subject to sudden storms. Some of the disciples were probably accustomed to this since they had been fisherman. But this time was different. Luke writes that Jesus and the disciples were in great danger. Even though the disciples had experienced fisherman among them they were afraid that they were going to drown. This caused them to panic. Look at verse 24. They went to Jesus and woke him up, saying “Master, Master, we are going to drown.” They were desperate. But Jesus wasn’t. He was still sleeping as if he didn’t know what was going on. Even though the storm was sudden, Jesus who is all knowing knew what was coming ahead of them. And yet, he fell asleep and was still sleeping peacefully in the midst of a storm. This reveals that Jesus was also fully divine.  

Look at verse 24b. When Jesus got up he rebuked the wind and the raging waters. After this the storm subsided and all was calm. Then Jesus rebuked his disciples for their lack of faith, saying “Where is your faith?” What Jesus meant was, “You don’t really trust me, do you?” It appears that though the disciples trusted Jesus enough to leave their former lives, they didn’t trust him completely. They didn’t know that Jesus is God who has power and authority over all things, visible and invisible, natural and supernatural. We see a reflection of ourselves in the disciples. Though we believe in God and trust in his almighty power we often panic when things get serious. We become overly anxious and worried. We even doubt God’s leading our lives. We feel that we are left alone to fend for ourselves. This reminds me of my dog. When we go on walks she walks beside me. But she gets frightened when she hears loud noises. When ever a large truck comes by she forgets about me and tries to run away. Sometimes she runs towards another car and I have to yank on her leash. What would be better is if she trusted me and stayed by my side even as large trucks go by. I know where the trucks are going and I know how to stay out of their way. Even though I get close to them its ok. Perhaps this is how Jesus felt with the disciples. They were created through the power of his word and they walked with him. But when the storm came they forgot about Jesus and became their old selves. This is the unfortunate truth of fallen man. We are all untrained dogs who fend for ourselves. We are willing to abandon our God just to save our physical lives. But thankfully God sent Jesus to ask us, “Where is your faith?” 

Look at verse 25b. “In fear and amazement they asked one another, ‘Who is this? He commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him.” The disciples were overwhelmed by the divine power of Jesus when he calmed the winds and raging water. The disciples were helped to see that Jesus is trust worthy all the time. Even though the storm was terrifying Jesus led them through it. More than this he showed them that he had the power to subdue it. In this world, we will always have problems. The bottom line is “Do I really trust in God’s love and power? Ultimately Jesus would create the disciples to be like himself; Sons of God who were not overwhelmed by sudden storms or other things. And he did this by asking the disciples “where is your faith?” May we hear Jesus words and stay with Jesus no matter what. 

We see another aspect of Jesus love and power in the events following these verses. In verses 26-39, the author Luke, describes Jesus’ healing of a man from demon-possession. Look at verses 26-29. When Jesus stepped ashore, he was met by a demon-possessed man from the town. For a long time this man had been naked and living in tombs. The fact that he had not worn clothes and had lived in the tombs showed that he had no sense of shame and was lonely. According to verse 29b, many times the evil spirit seized him. We are not sure whether this man was violent or not. But we do know that his people were scared of him because they chained him hand and foot and kept him under guard. Despite this the man would break lose and dwell in solitary places. This man was all alone. He was isolated from his friends and family. He was isolated from God. The only companions he had were the demons inside of him. 

Look at verse 28. “When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell at his feet, shouting at the top of his voice, ‘What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, don’t torture me!” We see here that the man’s action and his words are conflicting. He came to Jesus and fell at his feet. But he basically said “Leave me alone.” He was reacting this way because Jesus had commanded the evil spirit to come out of the man. (29a) It’s hard to be sure whether it was the evil spirit or the man who spoke at this time. But one thing is certain. The demons knew that they had to come out of the man because Jesus ordered them to. 

Look at verse 30-33. After Jesus commanded the evil spirit to come out, he asked the man, “What is your name?” Then the man replied, “My name is Legion.” What the man meant was that he had no name. He didn’t really know who he was except for all the demons in him. A legion was a military term for a unit of 6,000 soldiers. We don’t know if this is the exact number of demons the man had, but we know that the man had more than a few demons. However, at the command of Jesus, all of them had to come out. When the demons saw a large herd of pigs feeding on the hillside, they begged Jesus to let them go into them instead of the abyss. So Jesus gave them permission and the pigs became demon-possessed and rushed down the bank to kill themselves. We don’t know why Jesus allowed the demons to go into the pigs instead of the abyss. But his action tells us that Jesus considered this one man more valuable than a heard of pigs. 
Look at verse 34-36. When those tending the pigs saw that had happened, they ran off and reported this in the town and countryside, and the people went out to see what had happened. When they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demon had gone out, sitting at Jesus’ feet, dressed and in his right mind. Nobody could help this man overcome his serious condition. The best they could do was restrain him and later ignore him. But Jesus could do more than this. He cured the man and restored him to God. This was a great miracle and a reason to rejoice. The man wasn’t even a Jew and yet Jesus made him to be like one of the disciples. But verse 37 we see that the townspeople were afraid and asked Jesus to leave them. Why? It’s because they were seized with fear. They didn’t understand what had happened. They didn’t know how the man they knew could be the same man that was sitting at Jesus feet. They didn’t understand how a once healthy heard of pigs was now dead. So they asked Jesus to leave. It’s easy for us to criticize them for their rejection but the truth is many of us would respond the same. When we become accustomed to demon possessed people it’s unnerving to see them healed. We like things to stay the same even if that means living with a crazy person in the graveyard. Thankfully Jesus invites himself and confronts the demons that we are used to. By doing this he invited the Gerasenes to be healed themselves. Jesus had ultimate power and authority but he left it up to the people whether to accept him or not.
Look at verses 38 and 39. “The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with him, but Jesus didn’t allow him to. Instead, he sent him away, saying, “Return home and tell how much God has done for you.” So the man went away and told everyone how much Jesus had done for him. To this man, Jesus was not just a great teacher but the one who could restore his humanity and make him the equivalent of an apostle. This man didn’t have knowledge of the Scripture. But the healing he had experienced was proof enough that Jesus was the Son of God. Jesus didn’t allow him to go with him because Jesus wanted him to share God’s grace with others in that area. By seeing the change that occurred in this man the people would have to consider who Jesus was. Probably many people were saved by this man’s testimony. This story was not a one time event but something that has happened in many people through out the ages. While I do not consider myself to have been demon possessed I was an unhappy person before I met Jesus. On the outside I acted happy but inside I was filled with uncertainty and restlessness. My parents don’t know how they feel about UBF but they keep telling me that they can’t deny I’m different since studying the bible. I pray that many people can accept Jesus on the basis of his power to change people and make them like apostles. 
Look at verse 40. After saving the demon-possessed man, Jesus returned home to Galilee. The response he received was different than what he received in Gerasene. The Galileans welcomed Jesus with great fervor. In fact, when he arrived Jesus found himself in the middle of a large crowd. Why such an enthusiastic welcome? It’s because the people were waiting for a Messiah to save them from the Roman Empire. When they heard Jesus’ preaching and saw his miraculous power, they thought he was the one. The people found hope in Jesus and so they flocked around him. Jesus’ popularity was at its peak.  

In the following verses, verses 41-56 we read about two people who came to Jesus for healing. Jairus was a rich and well established synagogue ruler. The unnamed woman was a poor and un-established nobody. Yet both of them came to Jesus by faith and Jesus blessed them. Look at verse 41-42a. Among the people in the crowd was a man named Jairus who was a synagogue ruler, one of the top leaders in the community. Everyone in the town knew him. But he had a problem. His daughter who was twelve years old was dying. Even though he loved her and was a devote person, Jairus was helpless to save his daughter. But he believed that Jesus could heal her. It must have been difficult for him to come to Jesus because of the Pharisees’ and teachers of the law opposition to Jesus. But Jairus decided to come Jesus anyway. When he came to Jesus, he knelt, fell at his feet and begged him to come to his house.  

Look at verses 42b-44. As Jesus was on his way, the crowds almost crushed him. Among the crowd was a woman who had been suffering from constant bleeding for twelve years. She also wanted healing through Jesus. She believed that her chronic bleeding would stop if she just touched the edge of Jesus cloak. But she was not like Jairus, the synagogue ruler who came right up to Jesus. She came up behind Jesus and secretly touched the edge of his cloak and tried to slip away. Why did she do this? It was probably because she wasn’t supposed to touch Jesus. She was considered ceremonially unclean by the Law of Moses. She wasn’t supposed to touch anyone or even be in the crowd. So it’s understandable that she wanted to leave quietly. But Jesus didn’t allow her to do this. Look at verses 45-46. Realizing the power has gone out from him, Jesus suddenly stopped in the middle of the street and asked, “Who touched me?” Everyone stopped and remained silent. When they all denied it, Simon Peter answered, “Master, the people are crowding and pressing against you.” (45) What Peter meant was, “Lot’s of people have been touching you. What are you talking about?” But Jesus said, “Someone touched me; I know that power has gone out from me.” 

The woman’s heart must have sunk when she heard Jesus saying “Who touched me?” Somehow she knew she couldn’t get away. So she came and fell at Jesus feet. In the presence of all the people, she told why she had touched him and how she had been instantly healed. It was probably embarrassing for the woman to say this in front of everyone. Why did Jesus make this woman do this? Why didn’t he let her go unnoticed as she wished? It’s because Jesus wanted her to experience more than just physical healing. Jesus wanted to restore the wholeness of her life by healing her emotionally, psychologically, socially, and spiritually. Jesus wanted to see the glory of God fully restored in her life so that she could be happy and fully alive. She needed to stand up boldly in order to experience further and complete healing in her life. Jesus must have known who touched him when he stopped the crowd. He must have known that she had enough faith to receive this new kind of challenge. Jesus didn’t want her to be embarrassed but to be restored. When she confessed why she touched him and what had happened, Jesus blessed her by saying, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace.” Jesus wasn’t just saying go in peace, he was blessing her with his presence all the days of her life through her faith. Here we learn that the restoration of the wholeness in a person is not just a one-time event, but a lifelong process, The wholeness of God is God’s gift through our faith in Jesus. 
Look at verse 49. While Jesus was still speaking with the woman, Jairus must have been encouraged by Jesus’ healing of the woman. But someone came from his house and said, “Your daughter is dead. Don’t bother the teacher anymore.” The message indicated that Jesus who might have been able to heal a sick child was not able to do anything when she was dead. At this point, Jairus could have surrendered to despair. We understand Jairus’ situation. Sometimes, we are challenged by God’s delayed answer to our prayers. Instead of waiting on God’s timing, we fall into doubt and become bitter, anxious and fearful. But we need to keep trusting in the Lord. That’s why Jesus said to Jairus, “Don’t be afraid; just believe, and your daughter will be healed.” (50) 

Look at verses 51-53. When Jesus arrived at Jairus’ house, already a lot of people, probably Jairus’ neighbors, friends and relatives wailing and mourning for her. Jesus did not let anyone go with him into the room where the girl was laid, except Peter, John and James, and the child’s father and mother. He told those who were wailing and mourning to stop wailing because she was not dead but asleep. The people laughed at him, knowing that she was dead. Look at verses 54-55. Inside the room were only Jesus, his three top disciples and the girl’s parents. Jesus took her by the hand and said, “My child, get up!” Her spirit returned, and at once she stood up. She probably didn’t even realize what had happened. She probably thought she had fallen into a deep sleep and just woken up. After this Jesus told the girls parents to give her something to eat. The fact that she could eat food shows that she was fully alive. Look at verse 56. Her parents were astonished because they knew that she was dead and now her spirit returned. “Who is this man” they thought, “that he can raise the dead?” But Jesus ordered them not to tell anyone what had happened. It was an odd command, but Jesus’ point was that he did not want unnecessary attention to his miracles. 

People would have to decide whether they would accept Jesus as their Messiah or not, when he suffered and died on the cross. Through his death on the cross, he fully displayed the power that we read about in today’s passage. This power is given to us through the coming of Jesus but like the people in today’s passage we often hesitate or back away from truly grabbing hold of what we are given. Personally, I see this to be the case. As the quarter progress things get harder and I instinctively question God’s leading. But I learn in this passage that even if he leads me in a difficult direction he has the power to heal me and restore me to God. I thank God for his immeasurable grace which heals us and continues to sustain us even when we turn away. May we stand up and accept Jesus power in our lives. I pray in Jesus name, Amen. 
