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He replied, "My mother and brothers are those who hear God's word and put it into practice."
In the previous passage, Luke wrote about a woman known for her sin, who came to anoint Jesus’ feet in a stranger’s house with her own tears and perfume. She had heard about the good news of the kingdom of God and in her appreciation, she responded with tears and humble service to her Lord. She could show such love for Jesus, regardless of social decorum, because she personally knew the mercy of God who called a sinner like her to become one of his children, to be a coheir with Christ in the kingdom of God. 

In today’s passage, Luke again writes about Jesus’ authority as the Son of God. Yet, here we can see not only Jesus’ authority but also the people’s response to it. All are given the word of God, but it is those who receive it, retain it, persevere, and practice God’s word who will be given the knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God. It is those who let God’s word shine in their lives, exposing sin and refining them with its light, who are awakened to the new creations they have become. They are God’s children.  

May we be awakened to the beauty of Jesus who came to preach the good news of the kingdom of God. By his authority we are called to participate with him in the life united with God: to respond to the good news that this new life is as God’s own. 

I. The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God has been given to you (1-21)
First, Luke gives some historical background to Jesus’ ministry at this time. He writes, 1After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, 2and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out; 3Joanna the wife of Cuza, the manager of Herod's household; Susanna; and many others. These women were helping to support them out of their own means. Luke again reminds us that Jesus was sent to proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God and not only in one place. He went from town to town and village to village, and people all over Judea and the surrounding countryside heard about his teachings and authority over demons and diseases. Luke mentions some who were with Jesus as he proclaimed the good news of the kingdom of God. They had heard Jesus’ call to follow him and responded to his call instead of only hearing God’s word and then going back to their daily lives. Jesus was someone they might not have been able to understand or explain to others, but he was so different from anyone they had ever met His words struck the longing they had inside to come back to God, their Father. Luke specifically mentions that the Twelve were with Jesus at this time. No longer were the twelve called by Jesus to be his apostles lumped together with Jesus’ other disciples. They were known as the Twelve, men who left everything to follow Jesus wherever he went. They weren’t the only ones recognized as followers of Jesus. Luke amazingly mentions a group of women who followed Jesus after he had cured many of them from evil sprits and diseases. It is striking that Luke mentions the women at all because at that time, women were not considered significant. Even spiritual leaders thought a woman’s job was to be silent in matters relating to God and his word. But here, Luke reveals that Jesus welcomed these women who were just as important as the Twelve to him. Not only did he welcome women into his ministry, they were a varied group of women. Mary of Magdala was afflicted by many demons, which must have led her to suffer greatly. Yet as soon as Jesus healed her, she wasn’t concerned with living a normal demon-free life. She could have started a family if she didn’t already have one, but instead she chose to follow Jesus and support him with whatever she had. Joanna was the wife of Cuza, a manager in Herod’s household. She was probably a socialite in Jewish society because of the great position of her husband. But she gave that life up in exchange for the almost nomadic life that Jesus led to preach the good news of the kingdom of God. Both of these women as well as Susanna and many other women supported Jesus out of their own means. During that time in history, women could not hold occupations. Their husbands or children supported them. They might have earned money from small domestic jobs, but any income they earned was to go straight to their families. So by supporting Jesus, were these women neglecting their own families? Luke writes later that Jesus considers those who put his word into practice his family. And this must be how the women felt about Jesus. Not only was he their Lord, who healed them and restored them to their Heavenly Father, he was also their family which is testified in Jesus’ own proclamation of the kingdom of God which has come to all who believe. The Twelve and these precious women heard Jesus’ word and experienced his authority. In their gratitude and appreciation for the kingdom of God, which had come to them through Jesus, they devoted themselves to participate with Jesus and his life-giving ministry. 

The amazing truth that sinners are called to be included in God’s kingdom through Jesus Christ was truly great news for many. They had never heard such a thing was possible. Many gathered around Jesus whose words pierced them and drew them towards him. So one day, 4While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to Jesus from town after town, he told this parable: 5"A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path; it was trampled on, and the birds of the air ate it up. 6Some fell on rock, and when it came up, the plants withered because they had no moisture. 7Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up with it and choked the plants. 8Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up and yielded a crop, a hundred times more than was sown."  When he said this, he called out, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear." Jesus told a parable to the crowd using very familiar concepts like farming since they belonged to an agricultural society. In the parable, Jesus describes the different outcomes of seed depending on where it falls. Basically, only the seed that falls on good soil yields a crop. Jesus concludes, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” Jesus says these words many times throughout his ministry.  He wants those who are listening to his words to hear them and respond. He wants them to hear and not reject the word of God, for Jesus is revealing the amazing truth of the kingdom of God and doesn’t want anyone to refuse the wonderful gift of life. 

Jesus’ disciples knew that there was a reason Jesus taught this parable. Jesus spoke in parables to help those crowded around him to be awakened to spiritual matters, like the truth of the kingdom of God, in terms they are familiar with and can understand. Jesus spoke in parables to translate the foreign language of the word of God into the tongue the crowds spoke. Yet the disciples were not sure about this particular teaching. They knew it was more than differentiating between good and bad soil.  So, 9His disciples asked him what this parable meant. 10He said, "The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God has been given to you, but to others I speak in parables, so that, " 'though seeing, they may not see; though hearing, they may not understand.'  Jesus’ answer to his disciples’ uncertainty is interesting. Though they said they didn’t know what it meant, Jesus tells them that the secrets of the kingdom of God have been given to them. So Jesus is revealing to them that the parable of the seed and soil has to do with the kingdom of God. The disciples were privileged because they have already received the secrets of the kingdom of God because they held on to Jesus’ word. The disciples responded to God’s word so they received the mystery of the kingdom of God, which is revealed in the parable. Yet at the same time, Jesus mentions by quoting from Isaiah that he spoke in parables so that others would be seeing, but not see; hearing, but not understand. The “others” Jesus mentioned are those who do not respond to Jesus’ word. They hear it but reject it time and time again. They refuse to see God or understand him. So they are left in their ignorance and blindness because they do not come to Jesus to seek understanding. They do not come to Jesus to receive the mystery of the kingdom of God, which has come to sinners. 

Because of his disciples’ question Jesus says, 11"This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. 12Those along the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. 13Those on the rock are the ones who receive the word with joy when they hear it, but they have no root. They believe for a while, but in the time of testing they fall away. 14The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by life's worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not mature. 15But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop. Jesus describes the seed as the word of God, which is given to all people. Yet there are different responses to the word of God. Reading about the different kinds of soils can make us self-conscious and wonder which kind of soil we are. But Jesus was teaching that each person experiences the different types of responses to the word of God. Receiving the word of God is not a onetime deal. It is a lifetime of persevering. It is a lifetime of struggling and repentance before God. Yet Jesus says the result is the word of God growing in the heart of those who persevere. The word of God is so effective, it cultivates the soil of our hearts to make it good, to make it yield not just a decent crop, but a hundred times harvest which is unheard of even when planting real crops. So Jesus taught the importance of retaining the word of God, which cultivates our hearts and respond to the word as it produces a hundredfold crop. 

Jesus goes on to describe the power of the word of God through another parable. He says,  16"No one lights a lamp and hides it in a jar or puts it under a bed. Instead, he puts it on a stand, so that those who come in can see the light. 17For there is nothing hidden that will not be disclosed, and nothing concealed that will not be known or brought out into the open. Light is not meant to conceal. Light shines so that nothing is left unseen. This is the truth of the word of God. The word of God brings light to this dark world. It exposes our sin even in the deepest parts of our hearts. But the light also shines the way to Jesus who reveals the secrets of the kingdom of God. That is why he concludes, “18Therefore consider carefully how you listen. Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not have, even what he thinks he has will be taken from him." Those who listen carefully to Jesus’ words by responding to it, receive even more. They continue to receive the word of God deeper and deeper into their hearts as it cuts away the darkness and makes the soil good. But there are those who do not listen to the word of God or respond to the word they have been given. They think they have enough in this world and God’s word gives them no profit.  Jesus warns against the rejection of God’s word. Those who think they have everything they want in this world actually have nothing because they do not have the word of God. They do not have new life as God’s children, so even what they think they have in this world will be taken from them as the world perishes and only the eternal, God’s word, remains. To reject God’s word is to be left with nothing before him, only our sin exposed by his righteousness. 

Our response to the word of God, which Jesus taught, is more than a means of escaping God’s judgment. God gives us his word that we may join him in his kingdom. We are called to be in the family of God. This is revealed in what Luke records next. He writes, “ 19Now Jesus' mother and brothers came to see him, but they were not able to get near him because of the crowd. 20Someone told him, "Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to see you."  21He replied, "My mother and brothers are those who hear God's word and put it into practice." Jesus didn’t deny that his mother and brothers where his family and only those who heard God’s word and put it into practice were. Jesus’ visit from his biological family reminded him of the mystery of the kingdom of God, that those who respond to the word of God are his family; they are children of God. 

Jesus’ words were not only for those who personally heard him and followed him from town to town. Jesus leaves his words for us to follow today. Jesus’ authority is to give life and through his word we are called to respond to this truth. Since we are all given the word of God, we have no excuse for unbelief. It is those who receive God’s word and persevere in retaining and practicing it, who are awakened to the kingdom of God. We are called to let God’s word shine in our lives, which exposes our sin as well as cultivating our soil to produce a good crop. Through God’s word given through the authority of Jesus Christ, we are awakened to the good news of the kingdom of God: this life is the life of the children of the promise. We are alive as children of God.    

I pray that we do not remain in ourselves as we hear this truth, but respond to the good news Jesus bore on the cross. May we accept Jesus’ call to participate with him as his family in testifying to the kingdom of God, which has come to all creation. May we bear the hundredfold harvest Jesus is creating in our hearts and shine his light on UC’s campus. Amen. 

