The Value of the Forgiveness of Sins
Luke 7: 36 – 50

Key Verse: 7:48

“Then Jesus said to her, ‘Your sins are forgiven.’”
Today’s passage, 7:36-50, is a story about the forgiveness of sins. It’s also the love story of a sinful woman who expressed her love and gratitude to Jesus the best way she could. She cried a lot, stood behind Jesus, wiped his feet with her hair and poured perfume on them. People didn’t understand her actions. But Jesus understood and said, “She loved much because her many sins have been forgiven (47).” Jesus accepted her love and celebrated her salvation saying, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace!” (50) Let’s think about the forgiveness of sins and what it’s worth. Let’s also think about the one who brings the forgiveness of sins to us.
Look at verse 36. One day Jesus was invited to a dinner by a man named Simon who was a Pharisee. Jesus accepted Simon’s invitation and went to his house and reclined at the table. It is surprising that Jesus would accept an invitation from a Pharisee considering most Pharisees were antagonistic towards him. Our human reaction is to cut off those who are our enemies such as the Pharisees. As we read about in last week’s passage the Pharisees said that Jesus was a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and "sinners." This was because Jesus often received invitations from tax collectors and didn’t mind eating with them. It was true that Jesus associated with the “wrong crowd” of people. Nobody can deny that Jesus was willing to eat with almost anyone. But this didn’t mean he was a glutton and a drunkard. It meant that he was preaching the good news to the poor. The Pharisees didn’t understand this and so criticized Jesus. But surprisingly Jesus was still willing to associate with them. His willing acceptance really confronts us with our tendency to cut people off. That fact that Luke writes Jesus was reclining at the table suggests that Jesus was relaxed and ready to enjoy the dinner party. Jesus’ participation in the dinner shows that Jesus did not cut off the religious leaders because they rejected him. In fact, Jesus never cut off the Pharisees. He dealt with them as God’s children even though they would crucify him. 
What happened at this time? While everyone was about to have their meal, a woman interrupted the dinner. Look at verse 37. “When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume.” Even though Luke didn’t specify what kind of sinful life she had lived, we can imagine what he meant when he wrote, “a sinful woman.” She was probably a prostitute, or “a public sinner.” While prostitutes are frowned upon in today’s society they were really frowned upon in Jesus time. Once a woman was labeled as a prostitute that was it. No matter how hard she struggled, she wouldn’t be able to restore her reputation and dignity as a human being. Not only that, but those who even associated with her would be labeled as “public sinners” themselves. She was an outcast who had no hope. This is probably why she acted the way she did. We can tell that she did not pay attention to the conventions of that society because she kept her hair loose even though it was considered shameful for a Jewish woman to do so. She was also very bold since she came to Simon’s house uninvited and unwelcome. But she came because she heard Jesus was there and she wanted to meet him. This hopeless woman was given hope when she heard about Jesus. So what did she do when she came to Jesus? 
Look at verse 38. When she came to Jesus, she didn’t say a word. She just stood behind him at his feet weeping, and she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. Why would a sinful woman come to Jesus while everybody was watching, standing behind him at his feet and do such a thing? She was overwhelmed with Jesus. Even though it was embarrassing for Jesus to be anointed by a sinful woman she didn’t care. What did Simon the Pharisee think about all of this? Look at verse 39. “When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, ‘If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is – that she is a sinner.’” Here, we see that Simon disapproved of what was going on at his dinner table. We also see that he hadn’t made up his mind about Jesus. He had probably invited Jesus out of curiosity more than anything else. He wanted to watch Jesus and find out what kind of person he was; “Is he really a prophet?” or “If not, who is he?” The woman’s entrance and subsequent actions helped Simon determine who Jesus was. Maybe he was an extraordinary teacher but he wasn’t a prophet. In his eyes, Jesus wasn’t a prophet because he let this sinful woman wash his feet. To Simon the proper thing to do would be to say, “Woman, you are embarrassing me. Stay away from me.” Avoiding sinful people was how the Pharisees dealt with the issue of sin. They would cut them off and let them drown in their own sinfulness. But Jesus didn’t do this. Instead he let the woman wash his feet.
So what did Jesus have in his mind? Look at verse 40. Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.” “Tell me, teacher,” he said. In verses 41-42, Jesus told him a parable in order to explain why she did what she did. “Two men owned money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii and the other fifty. Just to put this into perspective. A denarius was worth about a day’s wages. So in today’s terms one man had a debt of about $2,500, and the other man had about $25,000. Neither of them had the money to pay the money lender back, so he canceled the debts of them both. Jesus asked, “Now which of them will love him more?” Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt canceled.” “You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. Simon had understood the Jesus parable. But Jesus wanted him to understand something more. 
Look at verses 44-46. Then Jesus turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet.” Obviously, Jesus surprised Simon and everyone there by making the woman the focus of the parable and by contrasting her with Simon. What is more surprising is that Jesus made the sinful woman the good guy while he made Simon the bad guy. It was exactly the opposite of what Simon thought. Simon thought that he was good and she was bad. But the fact was the sinful woman had preformed all of the duties of a host while Simon had done none of them. She had washed the feet of the guest which was customary in the hot, dry and dusty land. She had welcomed the guest with a kiss which was an act of affection and reverence. She kissed Jesus feet which was what people did to Rabbi’s feet to show their obedience and reverence. She also anointed Jesus feet with fragrant oil which was an act of courtesy and hospitality. Simon didn’t do any of these things. Why? We learn the answer to this question in Jesus conclusion in verse 47.
Verse 47 reads, “Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little." Of course, Jesus did not mean that she had earned great forgiveness because she had preformed all the duties of a host. Or that she had earned forgiveness because she loved Jesus more than others. It was the other way around; her love and gracious actions were the result, not the reason, for the forgiveness. She loved Jesus because she was touched by the forgiveness of her sin that came to her. On the other hand, Simon didn’t show any love for Jesus because he had not been touched by the forgiveness of his sin. The forgiveness of sin was there but something prevented Simon from taking hold of it. Here, we learn that the intensity of our love for Jesus is proportionate to our perception of the value of the forgiveness of our sins. The fact was that this woman’s love for Jesus was so explosive that she could not hide it. It just came out. 
In his parable Jesus acknowledged that there are varying levels of sin debt. Simon the Pharisee did not owe as much as the sinful woman. But through studying Romans we all know that “there is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God… there is no one who does good, not even one.” Before God we all find ourselves somewhere in-between Simon and the sinful woman. We are all debtors who do not have the resources to pay off our sin debt. For this reason we all need forgiveness. In fact, we need forgiveness more than anything else, even food and water. Why? Because without forgiveness of sin we have no hope. The only thing we can do is live for a while and then die. The sinful woman realized this when she immersed herself in sin. She was totally worthless in everyone’s eyes and she couldn’t put her hope in this life. This allowed her to see Jesus beauty. 

Look at verse 48. “Then Jesus said to her, ‘Your sins are forgiven.’” It was a confirmation of the grace of forgiveness of sins she had already received. Jesus declared the forgiveness of her sins before everyone at the table because he didn’t want her to have to hide anymore. She had a new identity in God. Jesus made it clear to everyone. Her sins were 100% forgiven. Just as Jesus was clear on this point we should also be clear. When we do this we can know the value of the forgiveness of sins. We need to be forgiven by God and then we need to forgive others. This is the gift that God brought to us through his son Jesus Christ. 

This sounds like a very good thing. But when Jesus declared the woman’s forgiveness of sins, some of the people there raised the question, “Who is he who even forgive sins?” It is hard to tell what the people meant when they said this. Were they being incredulous at the thought that Jesus claimed to have the authority to forgive sins? Or were they just wondering who Jesus was? One thing is clear they weren’t sure what to make of Jesus. They just didn’t know what to think. The sinful woman on the other hand knew what to think of Jesus. She might not have known much about the Scriptures, like the Pharisee, but she believed in Jesus. She believed and experienced the grace of forgiveness of sins. That’s why Jesus said to her in verse 50, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”

Sin is a terrible thing. Since we cannot perceive of sin its hard to be convicted of this unless we read the bible. When we do this then we are convicted of our own sin. Paul described this when he wrote in Romans chapter 7, “Once I was alive apart from law; but when the commandment came, sin sprang to life and I died.” I remember when this happened to me and all I wanted to do was stop reading the bible because I didn’t want to be confronted with my own sinfulness. And so I quit studying the bible. But this was a foolish thing to do. My sin didn’t go away just because I ignored it. It affected me and those around me. More than this it separated me from God and made me his enemy. A Psalmist wrote about his struggle with his own sinfulness in Psalm 51:1-4, “Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out my transgression. Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight…”

Because sin makes us enemies of God it is a terrible thing. But according to today’s passage the forgiveness of sins came through Jesus. What does it mean that our sins are forgiven? It means that God took our sins upon Himself by sending His one and only Son to die on the cross. Praise Jesus who took away all our sins through his death on the cross. This is God’s unconditional love for sinners. (John 3:16) We didn’t love God, but God loved us first (1 John 4:19). 

In this passage Luke writes about the sinful woman’s extraordinary response to Jesus. It’s clear she loved Jesus more than anything else. It’s clear that she saw the value of the forgiveness of sins. And so something welled up inside of her. The woman’s great love sets an example of how we are to live. Of course, we cannot anoint the feet of Jesus now. But we can love God and love our neighbors now. We can do many things but often our selfishness and unbelief prevent us from following through. I learn in this passage that Jesus is worth more than I thought. Not because he gives me forgiveness but because a person as beautiful as him exists. And reveals that he can restore a person to God even if she indulged in sin to a shameful degree. If I had been at the table and seen what the woman did I would have cringed and turned away because it was so awkward. To someone like me Jesus helps to love others and love him. May God help us to set aside ourselves and come to Jesus. I pray in Jesus name, Amen.

