Bonnie Stewart

JESUS’ HEART WENT OUT TO HIS OWN

Luke 7:1-17

KV 9When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following him, he said, "I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel."

13When the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and he said, "Don't cry."
Jesus taught his disciples and those crowded around him that the truth of our lives. When we live without God, we not only judge and condemn, but we become the judged and the condemned. But Jesus said to give and forgive. Jesus taught that when we live a life of forgiveness, we join God who forgives. We have the blessed life of not being judged or condemned. We have the blessed life of joining God in his kingdom. In today’s passage, Jesus healed two people, a centurion’s servant and widow’s dead son. Through these two people the kingdom of God, which has come to this world, is revealed. May we be awakened to what that means to us today. 
I. The Faith of the Centurion (1-10)

Jesus had come down to a level plain and taught his disciples surrounded around him that the kingdom of God has come to them, the kingdom of forgiveness and freedom from condemnation. What is this life in the kingdom like? The author Luke reveals this life through his next accounts of Jesus’ healing. He writes, 1When Jesus had finished saying all this in the hearing of the people, he entered Capernaum. 2There a centurion's servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick and about to die. Jesus returned to Capernaum, the place where he had called his disciples and began his ministry. As a prophet of God, Jesus had been rejected by his own hometown, so Jesus might have considered Capernaum the home base for his ministry. But when he entered Capernaum, there was a highly valued servant of a centurion who was about to die. Why did Luke find it necessary to include this in his account of Jesus’ return? Weren’t there many people who were probably sick? And why would anyone be concerned about the welfare of a centurion? A centurion was a commander of about one hundred soldiers. He represented the rule of Rome over Israel and acted like the police commander to enforce Roman law. He was definitely a Gentile, an enemy of Israel and Syria and the whole Palestinian region. 
But this centurion Gentile, heard of Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking him to come and heal his servant. 4When they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with him, "This man deserves to have you do this, 5because he loves our nation and has built our synagogue." Though the centurion was a Gentile and a representative of Roman oppression, he had a good relationship with the Jewish elders. And he depended on this relationship to help his highly valued servant who was about to die. As a Gentile, the centurion knew it would not be appropriate for him to come to Jesus who was Jewish. Though he had heard of Jesus’ power to heal, he still respected his Jewish heritage and asked the Jewish elders to go to Jesus on his behalf. And they pleaded with Jesus, saying that the centurion deserved to be helped. Though he was a Gentile and enforcer of order in Israel, he loved the nation of Israel and even helped build their synagogue. They revealed that though the centurion was not a Jew, he came to know the God of the Jews and feared him with reverence. So the Jewish elders told Jesus this man deserved to have Jesus come and heal his servant. 

Luke records that 6 Jesus went with them. Was Jesus swayed by their pleas to come to the centurion’s house though the man was a Gentile? Here we can see the beauty of Jesus who chose to go to a Gentile’s house though it would make him unclean. He chose to go to the house of one who served the enemy nation of Israel! Jesus didn’t only teach about loving enemies and forgiving others. He lived this life every day, revealing the kingdom of God through his life. Jesus did what was right in his conscious but the question is was he in tune with God, the God of Israel who did not say to accept those who suppressed the nation of Israel? The answer is given in Jesus’ response of the faith of centurion. Jesus was not independent of God. He made his decisions to go here and there based on what God thinks is right, not what he thought was right. He was not independent in his decisions; he was united with God. 

So why did Jesus go to the house of an enemy? Luke writes, “Jesus was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends to say to him: "Lord, don't trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. 7That is why I did not even consider myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, and my servant will be healed. 8For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." The centurion was humble to Jesus. He seems confusing, telling Jesus to come and then not to come, but this reveals true humility. He did not consider himself worthy to speak to Jesus or to have Jesus enter his house. But the centurion was not humble at the expense of his dying servant. His humility is depending on Jesus as his authority. He stated that he understood authority. He himself was under authority and also had soldiers under him. He knew that at a word, those who were under authority would do what they were told. The centurion recognized Jesus’ authority to heal. He understood from his own experiences, that Jesus’ authority was absolute. He knew that all Jesus had to do was speak and the servant would be healed. He also understood the authority of Jesus’ word over sickness and death. 

It is easy to think of the centurion’s attitude from the perspective of humility towards Jesus, but I learned that Jesus had a remarkable response to the centurion’s words. 9When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following him, he said, "I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel." Luke describes Jesus as being amazed at the centurion. Jesus saw the centurion’s humility as faith in the God of Israel. Jesus didn’t see the centurion’s attitude in relationship to him, but in relationship to God. Jesus saw a great faith he didn’t even find in Israel. This is indeed an amazing thing. If all of Israel who had received God’s calling to be his people, who were entrusted with his word, did not have faith in Jesus, whom God sent, how could a Gentile have faith? It is clearly because of the work of God. Jesus was amazed at the work of God in this Gentile.  The centurion might not have heard the Scriptures since he was a child or ever attended a Sabbath worship service in the synagogue. But by God’s grace he acknowledged he was not worthy to be in the presence of Jesus. He was not worthy to be served by the one who had God’s authority. But he trusted that Jesus was not only able, but also willing to heal his servant. We don’t know how, but the centurion knew and trusted that God would have mercy on not only a Gentile like him, but also his servant. He knew God very well. It was indeed great faith. He trusted that Jesus would not pass him by even though he was an unworthy sinner. He knew Jesus had come from God to save all people, Jews and Gentiles alike, because they are all God’s creation. Jesus was amazed at this great faith. Here we can see that the evangelization of Gentiles, which was inconceivable to Jewish people, was already done. God isn’t ignoring that being born into a Jewish family made the Jews God’s people. It is just like being a Christian because you were born into a Christian family. But being born into a Christian family or into the nation of Israel, depends on God who made each of us born into the family we belong. God is the God of this earth and creates God’s people out of those who are made to have faith in the God of Israel through Jesus. 

We who are called into God’s family are privileged to be like Jesus who searched for great faith, who searched for the work of God. When he found the great faith of the centurion he was happy. And by God’s mercy, we are called to search for this faith and be happy too. May we pray to see God’s word in the people around us, in the nations around us. May we pray to see the kingdom of God at work even in a fearful person like the centurion. Then everything and everyday will be amazing! For always searching and seeking God’s revelation, which is around us, is indeed an amazing thing. 

After this, 10 the men who had been sent returned to the house and found the servant well. Jesus accepted and honored the centurion’s great faith and healed his servant, without being there. Not only could the friends of the centurion been amazed that Jesus could heal, but also because he didn’t even need to be present for his healing to come. Jesus’ authority to heal is by his will alone. Jesus reveals the truth of the kingdom of God. When he saw the great faith of the centurion, he didn’t even talk of the servant’s illness. He blessed the faith of the centurion. But it was not like Jesus repaid the man’s faith by healing his servant. Jesus saw the great faith that recognized that the healing, God’s healing, was already there. Jesus was united with God who created the centurion to have great faith. The centurion, with the help of Jesus’ words, was accepted by God, and Jesus praised God and acknowledged his kingdom which was revealed. 

So what happened when Jesus praised God? Verse 10 says, they found the servant well. Everything was well - that is the kingdom of God. How can we say this? And how can we have the kingdom of God? I learned from this passage from the response Jesus had when he saw the revelation of the kingdom of God. He was amazed and joyful. That is because he saw the work of God in the centurion, whom God had created. The centurion was worried about his servant’s life but in verse 10, it says that all was well. This truth was there even before the centurion asked for it. This is amazing that the centurion had such an overwhelming event in his life, but through the work of God, he acknowledged that all things are well. 

So what have I been seeing? Has it been the work of God? I was blessed to be born into a Christian family. I was blessed to come to the Bible and be awakened that Jesus is indeed the Son of God. Through the work of God by the Holy Spirit, faith was planted in me, the faith in the God of Israel through Jesus. But while I am given that blessing, I forget about God’s work don’t living up to the blessing. I become anxious about many things: school, finding a job, marriage, basically my future. So stubbornly I do what I can to get by, but have no joy in it. The centurion wasn’t much different. Though he had such great faith, when he met the threat to his servant’s life, he too was anxious. But in the overwhelming situation, the centurion held on to the recognition that Jesus was sent by God. He saw the thread of God’s work in his life. By the mercy of God who created in him such great faith, he knew his servant was already healed. He knew that all the uncertainties were already a done work by God. He had the kingdom of God. May we see the thread of God’s work in our lives that we too can rejoice that we have God’s kingdom today.  

II. Jesus Raises a Widow's Son (11-17)

 11Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd went along with him. Nain was a small town in Galilee, which wasn’t known for much. But Jesus went there with his disciples and a large crowd. Though Nain was small it wasn’t too insignificant for Jesus to go there and preach the good news of the kingdom of God. 12As [Jesus] approached the town gate, a dead person was being carried out—the only son of his mother, and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the town was with her. It was not a happy time in Nain when Jesus entered. A funeral procession was going on through the town gate. This was a particularly sad funeral for the man who died was the only son of a widow. She had lost the only family she had and no longer had anyone to support her. She was all alone in the world with no one to help. 

13When the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and he said, "Don't cry." Jesus saw the anguish this woman was going through and his heart went out to her. Jesus’ words “Don’t cry” could have been taken as insensitive. Why shouldn’t the widow cry? She had lost everything and was going through indescribable pain. But Jesus’ spoke words of comfort. He said, “Don’t cry” because he was able to make her not have a reason to cry. He had the authority to heal her broken heart and bring life to her. 14Then he went up and touched the coffin, and those carrying it stood still. He said, "Young man, I say to you, get up!" 15The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother. Jesus had so much compassion for the widow that he went up and touched her dead son’s coffin, making himself unclean. As we read earlier, Jesus doesn’t need to touch people in order for them to be healed. But Jesus involved himself in this woman’s life and made himself unclean to bring life to this young man. And brought life he did. As soon as Jesus told the dead man to get up, he did and even began to talk. He was restored to life completely. Jesus then brought the young man back to his mother. Jesus did not heal the man so he crowds would be amazed at his healing authority. Jesus’ heart went out to the widow and he healed the young man for her sake. 

What was in Jesus’ heart? His heart says to us, “Don’t cry”? To whom does he say that? To those who have every reason to cry and all when all we can do is cry. Jesus says to our hearts “Don’t cry”. What does that mean to us? We need to hear that. “Don’t cry.” This is the message of the gospel. Jesus doesn’t want us to cry. He doesn’t want us to be broken-hearted. In his heart, he wants the dead man to get up. He wants us to get up when we are dead, when we are surrounded by those who carry us to our death. He says get up to those who are dead. When we get up, we want to talk. Even Christians want to talk after being raised from the dead but this isn’t what is in Jesus’ heart for us. In his heart, Jesus wants to heal the mother through the healing of her son. He wants us to heal all people around us including our mothers. That is what is in Jesus’ heart. 

Upon seeing this, those around Jesus, his disciples, the large crowd who followed him, and the people of the town 16 were all filled with awe and praised God. "A great prophet has appeared among us," they said. "God has come to help his people." 17This news about Jesus spread throughout Judea and the surrounding country. The crowd was filled with awe when they saw the authority of Jesus over death. The must have been reminded of the great prophet Elijah who also raised a young boy to life, for they praised God exclaiming that Jesus was a great prophet who appeared among them. They could see that God was living and active, saving his people who were long oppressed by sin and powerful nations. Jesus is indeed a great prophet, but that is not all he is. He is the Son of God who came to dwell with his people who are blind to the kingdom of God and for whom he sacrificed his own life. For the same reason, he sacrificed his life on the cross to testify to the life-giving power of the kingdom of God forever to us who are unworthy. Jesus came to reveal his authority, to open the door into the kingdom of God for all people, Jews and Gentiles. That is what was in Jesus’ heart. 

May we be awakened to God our Lord Jesus who has brought the reality of the kingdom of God on earth. May we hear Jesus’ words, “I have not found such great faith even in Israel.” May we hear his words, “Don’t cry.” 

