Following Jesus. Revealing God

Luke 6: 37 – 49

Key Verse: 

What does it mean to be a child of God? Everyone has their own idea but we see in Jesus that it means to be a person who reflects the image of their father. Jesus came to the people of Israel and healed and taught them. He proclaimed good news to the people. He revealed the God of Israel by teaching about his kingdom. In today’s passage we read the second half of Jesus’ sermon on the plain. In today’s passage Jesus tells his disciples several parables about what they should and shouldn’t do. He tells them to stop judging others, become good trees, and obey his teachings. The disciples probably felt like they had been given enough to do in the first half of Jesus’ sermon. If you remember two weeks ago Jesus told the disciples to love their enemies. Wasn’t this enough? Did the disciples really need to do more than this? Yes, they did. If they wanted to reveal God the way Jesus did they needed to learn how to live in a sinful world as God’s children. When people saw Jesus they were reminded of God who is merciful and kind to the ungrateful and wicked. May we learn about God our Father in today’s passage, I pray in Jesus name Amen.

Part I. Do not judge others

Verses 37 and 38 read, “Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you." Jesus began by talking about judgment and condemnation. As disciples of Jesus the disciples were told to refrain from pronouncing judgment or condemning others. They were rather to forgive and give to others. This is an interesting teaching because it actually coincides with our secular culture today where everyone is supposed to accept others for who they are and refrain from judging. Is this what Jesus was telling the disciples? To leave people alone and let them do whatever they want. No. Jesus was not saying that judgment and condemnation are in themselves bad. He was saying that these things belong to God. As God’s children our role is to trust God in the matter judgment and forgive others so that they might know God who is merciful and kind. I think some people struggle with this more than others, but no matter who it is there is the temptation to become very judgmental when we become serious about the bible. Because the bible is so clear on what is right and what is wrong it is easy to think that we are called to become like Judge Dredd. Judge Dredd is a comic book super hero who goes around judging people, declaring a verdict, and enforcing the verdict all at once. Jesus disciple’s are not called to do this. They should rather forgive others and thus reveal God who forgives sinners even at the cost of his own son. When the disciples did this even though it would cost them a lot they would be invited into the relationship that Jesus has with the Father. Jesus shows us that if we want a good measure given to us we should learn to acknowledge God in the matter of judgment and condemnation.

Verses 39 and 40 read, “He also told them this parable: ‘Can a blind man lead a blind man? Will they not both fall into a pit? A student is not above his teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like his teacher.’” What was Jesus talking about in these verses? Jesus was talking about the importance of teachers. The truth of a teacher is that he leads and his students follow. If the teacher is going in the wrong direction then his students will also go in the wrong direction. Jesus wanted he disciples to understand this and appreciate the impact that they would have on others. Yes in some sense they were blind, but by following Jesus their eyes would slowly start to open and they would begin to see the truth of God more and more clearly. When this happened they could lead others in the right direction. But there was a good possibility that they would fall into the pit that the Pharisees and other religious leaders had fallen into. According to Matthew, Jesus called the Pharisees and the teachers of the law were “blind guides” because of their legalism and the sin of hypocrisy (Mt 15:14). Jesus was warning his disciples about their own legalism and hypocrisy that could blind them and make them judgmental of others. So even though it’s counter intuitive the disciples could become blind because they were shown the truth. If this happened they would really be in trouble and be more destructive then they had before they started following Jesus. We should consider Jesus words here and repent for our blindness, and come back to Jesus who leads us to God. He tells us how we can avoid becoming blind and spiritually stagnant.
In verses 41 and 42, Jesus says, “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, 'Brother, let me take the speck out of your eye,' when you yourself fail to see the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye.” In this parable Jesus uses his experience as a carpenter to talk about what people like to do with others. Everyone’s eyes have something in them according to Jesus parable. As a carpenter Jesus knew that once you get a speck of saw dust in your eye it’s hard to do anything before you get the speck out. But strangely people in this world don’t care about their own eyes but other people’s eyes. And even stranger those with big things in their eyes feel inclined to point out the small things in other peoples eyes. Instead of doing this Jesus says that those people should direct their penetrating gaze in the mirror. When they do this they will be surprised to find that they have a plank in their eye. Here we can understand that Jesus is talking about sin. When a person becomes serious about studying the bible he or she becomes very perceptive of sin. I know that this happened to me. All of a sudden I realized that my friends were sinful and that they needed to repent. And so I tried to tell them but I could not help them because I had a plank in my eye. When someone has a plank in their eye they cannot see clearly and so end up making things worse. People’s eyes are sensitive. You can’t just grab a speck of saw dust real quick and expect the person’s eye to be ok. That is why we must come to Jesus. Jesus is the only person who can help us with our sin. In Isaiah chapter 42 Isaiah writes, 

“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
       my chosen one in whom I delight; 
       I will put my Spirit on him 
       and he will bring justice to the nations. 

 2 He will not shout or cry out, 
       or raise his voice in the streets. 

 3 A bruised reed he will not break, 
       and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. 
       In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; 

Jesus is gentle. He will not break even a bruised reed. We must come to Jesus and trust that he can remove the planks from our eyes. It is major surgery but without going through this process, we cannot help our brothers and sisters. Only through spiritual surgery is this possible otherwise we will be hypocrites and instruments of destruction. I think many people my age want to help others but with out being changed its impossible. So how can we be changed? Jesus talks about this in the next part of today’s passage.

Second: Good trees and good fruit (43-44)

Look at verses 43 and 44. “No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. Each tree is recognized by its own fruit. People do not pick figs from thorn-bushes, or grapes from briers. The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.” It seems that Jesus was saying that in order to bear good fruit we should become good trees. But is this possible? Can a bad tree be changed into a good tree? Or can a thorn bush be transformed into an apple tree? No, in the natural world we see that animals and plants mate with their own kind and produce offspring like themselves. Since our fathers and mothers came from Adam and Eve we should only be able to bear bad fruit. Then was Jesus saying something that was impossible? No. We can become a new creation and a good tree when we are united with our Lord Jesus Christ. This is why God sent Jesus in the first place. He wants us to become good trees who bear good fruit. As Paul writes in Romans 12:2-3, he wants us to stop conforming to the pattern of this world and be transformed by the renewing of our minds. How many of us can say that we really feel and believe we are new creations in our day to day lives? It’s not easy. In fact, just trying to read the bible and teach others is very difficult. Being transformed by the renewing of our minds is almost impossible. How does Jesus teaching help us with this struggle? It helps us by showing us that we cannot bring something good from something that is bad. I’ve been expressing my frustration with Peter these past few weeks but I see that he has helped me to understand that we cannot take the gospel and use it to improve ourselves. We must die to ourselves and become new people. Only then can our hearts overflow the way Jesus describes. And when our hearts overflow we become testimonies to God. When this happens other people will see it and want it for themselves. But before this can happen we have to stop living for ourselves. Nothing good can come from us until we truly repent and start living the life that Jesus lived. This is the subject of the last part of today’s passage. 

Part three: trust and obey (46-49) 

Look at verse 46. “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?” Jesus is the Lord, to whom we belong. But true discipleship is not just calling the Lord’s name but doing the Lord’s will. Jesus compares the disciples’ life with home construction. In home construction, the most important thing is to build a god foundation. If the foundation is not good, no matter how well the house is built, it will not last long. When a natural disaster occurs, it will be damaged or even destroyed. 

Look at verses 47-49. “I will show you what he is like who comes to me and hears my words and puts them into practice. He is like a man building a house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it was well built. But the one who hears my words and does not put them into practice is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. The moment the torrent struck that house, it collapsed and its destruction was complete.” An example of this happened just recently in Chile when an entire apartment building broke off of its foundation and rolled onto its side. The building was still intact but many people died because it’s foundation had failed. No one wants to be a foolish builder and cause the deaths of people. Yet Jesus words imply that there will be people who do this.

So when we hear this we immediately wonder, “Is my foundation good enough to stand the test? Is my foundation really Jesus Christ? Or is it something else?” Even though I consider my self a Christian I recognize that it doesn’t necessarily mean Jesus Christ is my foundation. But I also recognize that when I ask these questions I’m not standing in Jesus Christ. I’m standing in myself. Luke helps us to set our self struggles aside and come to Jesus. We are saved by God’s grace and mercy through our Lord Jesus Christ. And we are given the privilege to call him “Lord, Lord.” But we must fully embrace the Lord’s calling and obey Jesus’ command. It is how God has given us the way to come into the relationship that Jesus had with the Father. It is not imaginary. It’s real. 

From reading this passage and the previous passage we see that Christian life is not easy. If someone wants a comfortable life where they can do what they want when they want to do it Christian life is nearly impossible. There are so many religious rules to follow. But Jesus’ command in Luke chapter 6 is very simple, “Love one another.” Jesus said, “Do not judge, do not condemn, forgive and give…” We are to stop judging others and condemning others. We are to stop being hypocrites and come to Jesus for complete and total transformation. And once we determine to deny our cleverness and our calculation it’s not as difficult as we might imagine because the grace of God in Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit continue to work in us all the way through our journey. Each of us is called to live the most blessed, meaningful and fruitful life to live as Jesus disciples. We are called to be God’s children in every aspect. God wants us to reveal him to those around us. May we all respond to this call by having the right attitude. We may come to Jesus, listen to his words and put them into practice, like the wise builder. I pray in Jesus name, Amen.

One word: Follow Jesus and reveal God

