Jesus the Bridegroom
Luke 5:27-39

Key verse:  34 – 34Jesus answered, "Can you make the guests of the bridegroom fast while he is with them?
In today’s passage, Jesus went and called a tax collector named Levi.  Levi celebrated by holding a great banquet in Jesus’ honor.  Jesus is the bridegroom at the wedding feast for whom all the guests came to rejoice together.  He is the new wine for the new wineskins.  May God bless our Luke’s gospel study that we may rejoice with Jesus our bridegroom and new wine.  Amen.
What did Jesus do according to verses 27 and 28?  27After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi sitting at his tax booth. "Follow me," Jesus said to him, 28and Levi got up, left everything and followed him.”  The words “After this” refer to the prior event in which Jesus forgave the sins of a paralytic.  He told the man to get up, take his mat and go home that they may all know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.  When the man did so, everyone was amazed and praised God.  Jesus’ authority to forgive sins and the work of God were undeniable.

Now, Jesus was calling another man to live the new life and reality of the forgiveness of sin.  Jesus went out from the house and saw a tax collector named Levi doing his job in his tax booth.  None of the four gospels mention why he was named Levi by his parents but the naming of a person is a significant event in Israel.  The name is given to a boy eight days after he is born, on the day of his circumcision.  The name signifies the identity of the person.  Levi’s parents gave him this name so that he may be set apart to serve the God of Israel, like a Levite serving in the priesthood.  But Levi rejected the God of Israel who had set him apart for the Lord.  Though an Israelite, he lived without God.  But now, Jesus came to Levi to restore this man back to God.  Jesus said, “Follow me.”

The passage doesn’t mention if Levi somehow knew Jesus prior to this and so readily followed him.  But these two words, “Follow me,” completely changed Levi’s life.  Jesus’ word made him the apostle Matthew who wrote Matthew’s gospel.  Here, verse 28 says Levi left everything.  He left behind his tax booth and his tax collector job.  He was certainly fired and could have even been arrested by the Roman government for deserting his post.  Other tax collectors ostracized him as he betrayed their profession.  In following Jesus, he came under the scrutiny of the Pharisees and teachers of the law.
What did Levi do when he followed Jesus?  29Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and others were eating with them.”  Jesus was the guest of honor in Levi’s home.  Levi’s life actually became even more burdensome after Jesus called him.  But he celebrated Jesus who came to him, realizing that Jesus’ acceptance of him meant that God accepted him.  This is his newfound joy.  Levi’s sins were forgiven.  Jesus became the center of his new life and he invited others that they may all celebrate with him.  Jesus made Levi to be one set apart for the God of Israel.  May the Lord Jesus call 120 Levi families.  Amen.

What did the Pharisees and teachers of the law complain to Jesus?  30But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law who belonged to their sect complained to his disciples, "Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and 'sinners'?"  The religious leaders complained to Jesus’ disciples, apparently doing what is unlawful in their eyes.  By eating with tax collectors and “sinners”, the disciples were expressing fellowship with them.  The religious leaders themselves did not associate with such unclean people.

What did Jesus answer when he heard them?  31Jesus answered them, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 32I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance."  Jesus made his reason for coming very simple to the religious leaders.  He came to heal the sick.    The sickness Jesus came to heal has to do with sin.  He came to call sinners to repentance.  The paralytic and Levi were examples of those sick with sin.  Jesus’ trouble wasn’t with their paralysis or tax collecting.  He never rebuked them for those things.  What he did see is that God was missing from them, the very ones God created by his own hands.  But when Jesus came to them, he called the paralytic his friend and he accepted Levi’s invitation into his house.  He reconciled them to God and his kingdom, their new home.

What did the religious leaders then say to Jesus?  33They said to him, "John's disciples often fast and pray, and so do the disciples of the Pharisees, but yours go on eating and drinking."  The Pharisees and teachers of the law were conscious of their own sickness with sin.  As religious leaders, they had to appear respectable to the people of Israel.  They fasted and prayed all the while conflicted inside.  They struggled with sin and tried to cope with it with their traditions and rituals like hand washing and fasting.  They knew they were living without God.  But they tried to fill up the void by defending themselves all the more, trying to corner Jesus, and accusing his disciples of eating and drinking when they should be fasting and praying.

What did Jesus answer?  34Jesus answered, "Can you make the guests of the bridegroom fast while he is with them? 35But the time will come when the bridegroom will be taken from them; in those days they will fast."  Jesus reveals here that a great wedding reception is taking place and he is inviting many guests to join him.  It is the time of eating and drinking as testified by the great banquet Levi held in Jesus’ honor.  Even in the Old Testament, YHWH commanded the Israelites to proclaim his appointed feasts, of which there were several.  For the Feast of Tabernacles, the Israelites were to rejoice before YHWH for seven days.  They were to celebrate the festival to YHWH who had given them a bountiful harvest.  They were to celebrate YHWH who became their husband.  So while the bridegroom remained with them, it was the time of rejoicing at the great wedding reception for the bridegroom has come for his bride and everyone is full of joy because of him.  As Jesus revealed in the paralytic and Levi, sin was the problem.  Sin separated them from God.  Sin made them to be estranged from their husband.  But Jesus became the bridegroom to sinners.  He made them his new bride at the wedding feast of God.  Amen.  And a time would come when the bridegroom would be taken from them.  In those days, they would mourn, weep, and repent as they longed to see him again.  Thank God for the bridegroom who is the joy to us.  Thank God that he came to invite us into his wedding reception.  May God help us to long for him, our bridegroom.  Amen.

What parable did Jesus then tell them?  36He told them this parable: "No one tears a patch from a new garment and sews it on an old one. If he does, he will have torn the new garment, and the patch from the new will not match the old. 37And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the new wine will burst the skins, the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. 38No, new wine must be poured into new wineskins. 39And no one after drinking old wine wants the new, for he says, 'The old is better.' "  Jesus shared this parable with the Pharisees and teachers of the law to show the truth of what is happening.  God is distinguishing between the old and the new.  He does not use the new to fix the old.  By doing so, both are ruined.  No, he does not mix the two together.  As Jesus said, “No, new wine must be poured into new wineskin.”  The bridegroom came, showering new wine to the guests of his banquet.  For the new wineskins, only Jesus could be the new wine.  Everyone and everything else is old wine.  When Jesus said, “Follow me”, that is the beginning of the new.  Meeting Jesus again and again is like pouring new wine into new wineskin.
Thank God that Jesus is the New and makes all things new.  May you call 120 families for your honor.  May you invite many college students to celebrate and rejoice with you in your great wedding reception.  May the Lord Jesus be their bridegroom and new wine.  May we be ever filled with Jesus.  Amen.
Let’s pray.

