
SUBMIT YOURSELVES TO GOD

James 4:1-17

Key Verse 4:7

· Come Near to God and He Will Come Near You (1-12)

1. Read verses 1-3. Why do you think James opened with the question in verse 1a? What did he perceive to be the cause of their quarrels? What are “desires that battle within you”? (2,3). James identifies two problems with his readers. What are they? What are “wrong motives”? What do you learn here?

2. Read verses 4-6. Why did James call these people “adulterous”? What is friendship with the world? How is that hatred toward God? What was the mistaken notion of James’ readers? (5) What is God’s solution? (6) How is God’s grace the solution to the adultery of the people?

3. Read verses 7-10. Since God gives us His grace, what should we do? (7). Practically speaking, how can we submit ourselves to God? How does God come near us? What should we do? (8b-10) These verses contain 10 commands. Why does James give these? (8,10b)

4. Read verses 11 and 12. Who is the Judge? Why are we not to judge others? 

· Know the Good We Ought to Do… And Do It (13-17)

5. Read verses 13 and 14. What kind of person makes the statement in verse 13? What is the folly of this? (cf Lk 12:18-20). What do we learn here?

6. Read verses 15-17. What should we rather say? (15)What is the difference between this statement and the one in verse 13? (13,16a) What is wrong with boasting and bragging? What do you learn from verse 17?

