WISDOM THAT COMES FROM HEAVEN

James 3:1-18

Key Verse 3:17

· With the Tongue We Praise Our Lord (1-12)

1. Read verse 1. What did James tell his readers they should not presume of themselves? Why? (1b) What does it mean that teachers are judged more strictly? Can you think of examples in the Bible of teachers who were judged harshly? (Mt 23:1-33) 

2. Read verse 2. What is James testifying to in verse 2a? What are some ways in which even the best of us can stumble? What weakness is James referring to in verse 2b? How does he describe the difficulty in taming the tongue? What do we learn here?

3. Read verses 3-8. What is James teaching in the examples of the horse with the bit and the ship and its rudder? How can an untamed tongue hurt us or others? Why is the tongue so difficult to tame? What can we learn here?

4. Read verses 9-12. What is the nature of the double-mindedness of man? (9) How can it be that man can both praise and curse with the same tongue? What does James mean by verses 11 and 12?

*Two Kinds of Wisdom (13-18)

5. Read verse 13. How can we show our wisdom and understanding? What are “deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom”? How can we be both wise and humble?

6. Read verses 14-16. What are we to do with the envy and ambition that festers in our hearts? (14) What kind of wisdom is it that boasts of envy and ambition? (15) What should we do, then, when we feel envy or ambition? Why? (16; cf 1Co 14:33)

7. Read verses 17 and 18. If the first kind of wisdom is of the devil, what is the second kind of wisdom? (17) How is this kind of wisdom described? What do we learn from these verses?

