GOD WILL GIVE US THE CROWN OF LIFE

James 1:1-27

Key Verse 1:12

· The Testing of Faith (1-12)

1. Read verse 1. Who was James? (1Co 15:7; Gal 2:9; Acts 15:3). Why do you think he introduced himself as “a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ”, instead of as the brother of Jesus? What do we learn from him here? Who did James write this letter to? Who might these 12 scattered tribes be?

2. Read verses 2-4. What were the early Christians to think when they faced trials? Why? What will perseverance do in the Christian? What does it mean that perseverance must finish its work? How can we consider our trials with pure joy? 

3. Read verses 5-8. What do you suppose the wisdom mentioned here is? What should those who lack wisdom do? What will God do with the request and why? What is the caveat James gives to the asker in verse 6? Why shouldn’t he who wavers in his faith expect anything from God? 

4. Read verses 9-12. What two types of Christians does James address here? What does he say about each? Verses 9 and 10 seemingly contain contradictions. What does he mean in these verses? How can rich and poor alike take pride in their positions? What is promised to those who persevere in their trials? What do you learn here?

· The Source of Temptation (13-18)

5. Read verses 13-15. What does James say to those who blame God for falling into temptation? Who, then, is to blame when we are tempted? What is it to be “dragged away and enticed”? What is the result if we fall prey to this? (15)

6. Read verses 16-18. What, then, can we credit God with? What is the birth through the word of truth here? (18a) Why did he do this? (18b) What do we learn here?

· Listening and Doing (19-27)

7. Read verses 19-21. What are Christians to take note of here? What reason does James give for our restraint? What, then, should we do? (21) Why?

8. Read verses 22-25. What are we to do with the word? How does he describe the person who listens but does not act? What does he mean? How does he describe the person who listens and acts? What do you learn here?

9. Read verses 26 and 27. What is worthless religion? What is the type of religion that God looks for? 

