THE CRUCIFIXION AND BURIAL OF JESUS 

John 19:1-42

Key verse: 19:11
*  Jesus is sentenced by Pilate to be crucified (19:1-16a)

1. vv. 1-6. How and why had Jesus been flogged? How did the soldiers mock Jesus? How and why did Pilate try to avoid the responsibility of Jesus’ execution? (cf. v.8)
2. vv. 7-16a. Why did Pilate become more afraid? What did he do in fear? What did Jesus teach him? What is the greater sin of which the Jews were guilty? Why do you think Pilate tried to set Jesus free after he had heard Jesus? How did he resist the demand of the Jews according to verses 12-15? Why did he give in to their demand? Why had Jesus been sentenced by Pilate to be crucified?
*  They crucified him (16b-27)

3. vv. 16b-18. How was Jesus led to the cross? How was he crucified? What does the brief record of Jesus’ crucifixion tell us? (ref. Isa 53:3, 4; Gal. 3:13)
4. vv. 19-22. What was the crime by which Jesus was crucified according to Pilate’ notice? What did the Jews protest about it? Why did Pilate insist on keeping it? What is the significance of this notice? (ref. Isa. 9:7)

5. vv. 23-24. What did the soldiers do when they crucified Jesus? What is significant that the scripture was fulfilled in their act? (ref. Ps 22:18)
6. vv. 25-27. Who were standing near the cross of Jesus? Why were they there? How did Jesus help them? What do you learn in the brief record of Jesus’ love and care and of those who were close to him?
*  Jesus dies (28-37)

7. vv. 28-30. Why did Jesus say, “I am thirsty”? (ref. Ps. 69:21) What did they give to Jesus at his request? What did Jesus mean by saying, “It is finished”?  How did Jesus finish his life on earth? What do you learn of Jesus in the way he finished his life?
8. vv. 31-37. Why did the soldiers break the legs of the other two who were crucified next to Jesus? Why did they pierce Jesus’ side? What happened as a result? What does the author say about the witness of the things recorded in verses 31-34? What is “the truth” which the witness testifies to? How does the witness know “that he tells the truth”? What does the author mean by his emphatic words in verse 35? What do the quotes of the scripture testify of Jesus?

*  Jesus is laid in the new tomb (38-42)

9. vv. 38-42. Who buried Jesus? What is significant about their service for Jesus by burying him? How did they prepare Jesus’ body? What was special about the tomb? Why did they lay Jesus in the tomb?
