JESUS' HIGH PRIESTLY PRAYER

John 17:1-26

Key Verse: 17:1b

*  Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you (1-5)

1. v. 1. What did Jesus pray for after he had finished teaching at the Last Supper? What did he mean to “glorify your Son” in the crucifixion? What do you learn in that he even expects to glorify the Father through this experience? What could be the glorification which Jesus had in his mind at this time? What is the relevance of the glory to us? (ref. Ro 8:30)
2. vv. 2-3. On what ground was Jesus asking God to glorify him through the Son? What is eternal life? (cf. Isa 11:9b; Ro 16:25-27; 2 Cor 12:7 etc.) Follow Jesus’ reasoning in verses 1-3 in reverse and explain how and why Jesus asks God to glorify the Son in his death on the cross. What do you learn of Jesus as you follow his reasoning in verses 1-3?

3. vv. 4-5. How had Jesus brought glory to God while on earth? What was the work which he completed? (cf. v. 2) What could be the glory he had with God before the world began? 
*  Protect them by the power of your name (6-19)

4. vv. 6-8. What did Jesus know about the identity of his disciples? What was the reason by which he recognized that they were God’s own? What does Jesus mean that “they have obeyed” God’s word?  What do they know now? How does Jesus describe the work of God which occurred between him and his disciples? What do you learn in Jesus’ attitude toward God in his relationship with his disciples?
5. vv. 9-12. Why does Jesus pray for his disciples only and not for the world? What do you learn of his reason in verses 9-10? In what situation are the disciples now? Why does the situation make Jesus to pray for the disciples? What does he pray for them? How did Jesus protect the disciples by the power of God’s name? What was the result? What is the protection by the power of God’s name in light of verse 12? What is the relevance of the protection to us?
6. vv. 13-19. Why does Jesus say these things of his prayer? How could hearing “these things” give them Jesus’ joy? What happened to them because of Jesus’ teaching according to verse 14? Why did the world hate them? What does Jesus pray for them in verses 15-19? What does it mean that a person hear Jesus’ teaching according to verse 18? What does it mean to “sanctify”? What does it mean that Jesus sanctified himself? 
*  Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am (20-26)

7. vv. 20-23. For whom is Jesus praying in verse 20? Why does he pray for those who will believe in him through the disciples? What does it mean that the believers be one? Why does Jesus want them to be one? What did Jesus do that they may be one according to verse 22? What is the glory which he refers to according to verse 23? 
8. vv. 24-26. What does Jesus want from the Father according to verse 24?  How could the believers be with Jesus in the “I AM” according to verses 25-26? What will be the result of this knowledge?
