JESUS' HIGH PRIESTLY PRAYER

John 17:1-26

Key Verse: 17:1                                                                                       hymns: 424 & 212

“After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed:

‘Father, the time has come.

Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.’”

Introduction:  Jesus prays (17:1a)

17:1 begins this way, “After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed…” Jesus claimed that he was one with God the Father (14:10). Jesus’ teaching in the last four chapters is complete and absolute. He even promised the coming of the Holy Spirit. What does it mean that God the Son prays to God the Father? Why pray if they are so intimate? We find the answer in his prayer in this chapter. When we say to pray, we mean the expression of what we hope for. Jesus does the same. He expresses what he hopes for himself, for his disciples and for the believers. The difference is that in his prayer, he claims what he hopes for as having been given to him already. We want to learn his prayer that his may become ours. As a matter of fact, that was his intention of why he verbalized his prayer before his disciples (17:13).

His hope was that the glory of God may be revealed in his death on the cross, in the protection of his disciples by the power of the name and in the believers becoming one with God. In summary, Jesus rejoiced by faith in the hope of the glory of God. We speak of his faith because the initial impression of the otherness of him in the reading of his prayer gives way to the conviction of him being with us in all our human experiences as we trace his words carefully. He is not detached from us. He remains as one of us standing tall in our midst like an oak tree. He is not floating in the air in some strange mythological reality. Rather, in his faith, he elevates us to live before God’s presence while we walk on the earth. In his prayer, we see the amazing thing that heaven came down and glory filled the earth while heaven is still there and the earth is here. We want to learn to rejoice in the hope of the glory of God in faith as he did. We learn in his prayer that the hope of the glory of God saved him (Heb 5:7) from becoming a victim of his suffering. The hope rather made him the High Priest who comes to God taking the burden of God and the burden of men on himself. The beauty of our Lord Jesus is that he remains a man while he reveals being God the Son in his high priestly function. There comes the encouragement for us that he said these things and revealed his attitude that we may have the full measure of the joyful blessing in verse 13 and live as high priests. May the Lord harvest 120 high priests in his name.
I. That your Son may glorify you (1b-5)

Now, let’s follow the first part of his prayer in verses 1b-5.  Look at verse 1b. “Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.” The time refers to the time of his death. What did he mean to “glorify your Son” in the crucifixion? Jesus had been known as a man, at best, the Christ, but still not quite the Son. He would be known as the Son when he would be crucified. In light of the root of the Hebrew words for “glory” which is reflected in John’s gospel, we may say Jesus is asking God to reveal the beauty, the honor, the wealth, the splendor and the praises of the Son in his crucifixion. No one has seen God, but when he was crucified, Jesus revealed the essence of the glory of God. Until his coming, men conveniently thought that God was there and man was here. The truth is that God is Immanuel and he has been suffering because of his creation. He bore their sin on himself. Jesus embodied God’s truth when he was born to us as a baby as was prophesied, when he suffered as the chosen one as was prophesied, and when he died as was prophesied. By his suffering, he gave life to all his posterity as was prophesied in the Scriptures. We confess him as the Lord and Savior because of the grace. That was not all. He reveals the Almighty who is apart from the conceptual boundary by which man defined God; that he dies, which should mean the extinction of his name and yet, he is, that sin is forgiven and that he is raised from the dead. Thus, he sweeps away all of our foundation from underneath us and exposes that human civilization has dwelt in lies and illusion, that he alone is our foundation and the Creator of those who believe. In him is life and outside of him is nothingness. In him alone is the glory and the glory is eternal. In him who is crucified is revealed the beauty, the praises, and the splendor of God the Father. It is true to this day that there are many even among Christians who hesitate to confess Jesus is God the Son. They do because they do not know the glory of the cross. They join those who nail the Son on the cross not knowing what they do. Considering them, we can see the brighter light of the glory of Jesus’ prayer, “Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.” Those who nail Jesus are still spared because of the grace expressed in the prayer.

What do you learn in that he even expects to glorify the Father in his death on the cross? The expectation is strange, indeed, because his death should mean humiliation and shame for the Father and the Son. However, it is strange only to men, not to God. Jesus is expressing what has been testified in the Prophet Isaiah 53. I hope you read this chapter later by yourselves. We will quote only verses 10-12, “Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand. After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities. Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.” Until this time, the prophecy was more like mythology, a distant reality in time and space if it could have been considered as true. Since Jesus was crucified, the loss of God is revealed as the gain; the death of the servant of God meant life-giving. If we call this change as the revolution, we are ignorant. The change was the beginning of new creation. In the new creation is shining the full glory of God. There isn’t even a trace of a shadow. It is no wonder that Jesus’ prayer is all glorious. We can not believe that this was the prayer of a person who was aware of his misery which was coming in a matter of a few hours. But now we see why. All the human factors such as sorrow or bitterness because of his suffering have no room in the place of faith. All those things burned away like chaff and the glory of the Father and of the Son shines forth in all its brilliance.
What is the relevance of the glory to us? We read in Romans 5:1, 2, “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.” We also read in Romans 8:30, “And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.” The hope of the glory of God is given to those who believe. We mean those who stand tall on this earth in faith. May there be 120 who will discard their natural instinct and begin to believe. Heaven will come down and glory will fill the earth.
Now, we need to investigate if Jesus’ hope in faith had any legitimacy. On what ground was Jesus asking God to glorify him through the Son? Look at verse 2. “For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him.” When did God grant him the authority? How could Jesus prove if God gave him the authority? What is eternal life? We may find the answers in verses 3-5. Look at verse 3 first. “Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.” Jesus identifies eternal life as knowing God and Jesus Christ, whom he sent. We may wonder how knowledge is considered as life. But the Bible speaks of knowledge in a different sense. For example, in Isaiah 11 is the picture of the day when all the earth will be ruled by the promised Savior. We read in 11:9, “They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.” The knowledge will transform the wolf and the lamb, the leopard and the goat, the calf and the lion, the cow and the bear and they will become friends. The most revealing among the examples is that the lion will eat straw like the ox. It will be very strange but the lion will know that he lives on the straw. That is the new knowledge given to him. If such a lion lives today, he will be considered strange among his peers. But on that day, the table will turn the other way around. Now, which is true knowledge? The carnivorous instinct of a lion is the truth of the cursed world while the herbivorous instinct of a lion is the truth of the mountain of the LORD. We might call the knowledge of God as the new faculty of perception.
Just as the hope is testified from the day of old so is the new faculty of perception. We find in Romans 16:25-27 where Apostle Paul praises God with the knowledge of him. “Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past, but now revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, so that all nations might believe and obey him – to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen.” The funny thing is that he warns about divisions, approaching troubles and problems in the church just a few verses before the praises. When the knowledge of God came to him, he forgets all he was concerned about and is filled with praises of God. In 2 Corinthians 12:7, Apostle Paul calls this knowledge as the “surpassingly great revelations.” There he thanks God for the sufficient grace in spite of God’s refusal to heal him from his illness, which is like a thorn in his flesh. It is now clear to us in the example of Jesus here and in the example of people like Paul that we are given a choice to pursue the knowledge of God or to remain in the fear of life. There is no middle ground. May there be 120 who will jump by faith and cross the chasm.
We can learn in verses 4-5 a little more about how Jesus could claim that God gave him authority to give eternal life. He says, “I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.” How had Jesus brought glory to God while on earth? What was the work which he completed? Jesus’ claim of completing the work of God on earth refers to his planting of the knowledge in the disciples through Bible study. What could be the glory he had with God before the world began? He means he was with God in the beginning and that he was God. As a result of his Bible study, the disciples came to believe Jesus. 

In following Jesus’ reasoning in reverse in verses 1-3 in light of verses 4 and 5, we can understand how and why Jesus asks God to glorify the Son in his death on the cross. The glory has been revealed by the Son already and the Father is asked to witness it. He will witness by being humiliated and rejected in the Son who represents him on earth by the hands of those who crucify the Son with their hatred. He will witness by raising the Son from the dead after three days. Thus, it will be declared that God was whom they rejected and crucified, who was buried, and whom death can not hold. What do you learn of Jesus as you follow his reasoning in verses 1-3? He didn’t just display what he knew. By his knowledge, he raised many from flesh to faith and so brought eternal life to all those whom he created by his knowledge as Isaiah prophesied. Praise the Lord! He has created 120 believers. We are sure of what we believe because we have the gospel. We are just conscious that we have little faith. Give thanks to him forever and ever! Amen.
II. Protect them by the power of your name (6-19)

Now, let’s track down Jesus’ prayer for his disciples in verses 6-19. At first glance, this section might appear redundant. But a different matter is dealt with in this part. If we can say he prayed for the knowledge of God in the previous section then we can say he prays for the power of God’s name to be revealed in this section. With this subject in mind, we are guided to see that Jesus is actually revealing a new thing in all of what we thought was familiar.
Look at verses 6-8. The new thing is that he knew the disciples in relation to the Father. That was his understanding of their relationship to him. Look at verse 6. “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word.” What did Jesus know about the identity of his disciples? They were those whom God had given him out of the world. Though they had lived in the world, their origin was from God. They were God’s own who had been scattered on earth but now called back. What was the reason by which Jesus recognized that they were God’s own? Jesus revealed God to them and they have obeyed God’s word. What does Jesus mean that “they have obeyed” God’s word? It is easier if we read verse 6 in the Greek version. Jesus means that he manifested to his disciples in the Bible study what God’s name stands for and they kept in their hearts what they learned and began to live on the foundation and the fear of God. What do they know now? He said in verses 7-8, “Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me.”  What do you learn in Jesus’ attitude toward God in his relationship with his disciples? Based on what he said so far in verses 1-8, I think Jesus is inviting us into the wonderful world of faith where we discern men as men, however, God’s children in God. I do not think he saw a halo on the heads of the disciples. He saw the Bible as God’s word and those who were abiding in the Bible truth. His view of the disciples shouldn’t be confused with the view of people in terms of church membership or their performance according to church standards.
When we learn how Jesus viewed his disciples, we do not have trouble understanding his discriminating attitude in verse 9. “I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours.” Why does Jesus pray for his disciples only and not for the world? He himself belonged to God and God to him. The world has nothing to do with him. Actually, the world was against him. We learn more of the same truth with his reason in verse 10. “All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them.” He means the glory of God the Father who is revealed in the Son has been witnessed in them. They became one with God in mind and heart through the work of the Son Jesus Christ.  

Jesus says in verses 11-12 why he prays exclusively for the disciples. “I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name-the name you gave me-so that they may be one as we are one. While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled.” What situation are the disciples in now? They remain in the world while Jesus is going to God. Why does this situation make Jesus to pray for the disciples? They are not going to be one with God. They will be like orphans in the world. What does he pray for them? He prays for their protection by the power of God’s name. The idea of protection by God’s name is difficult for us to understand. But the next verses are of help. How did Jesus protect the disciples by the power of God’s name? In the example of Judas Iscariot, we may understand the protection as God’s act of pruning (15:2; Luke 13:9) or his act of weeding as read somewhere else in the Bible. Jesus never demanded his people to obey him. He simply revealed God’s attributes in the teaching of the word of God. That was his protection, that was his weeding and that was his pruning. What was the result? The Eleven were kept safe and Judas Iscariot fulfilled the Scripture. What is the relevance of the protection to us? The word is near us, and that means today is God’s day when we must repent of our hardened hearts. We shouldn’t follow the example of Judas Iscariot. He was not programmed to rebel. He joined the world. We shouldn’t follow the example of the ancient Israelites who hardened their hearts in spite of all the signs and wonders they saw and witnessed. There is no tomorrow for those who hear the word of God. You either join the world or obey the word.
Jesus’ prayer for the disciples makes us tense. But that is not Jesus’ intention. Why does Jesus say these things in his prayer? Look at verse 13. “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them.” How could hearing “these things” give them Jesus’ joy? We can find the answer in verse 14. What happened to them because of Jesus’ teaching? “I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world.” They became of God. That is why the world hated them. What does Jesus pray for them who were left in the foreign land? Look at verses 15-19. “My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.” What does it mean when a person hears Jesus’ teaching according to verse 18? That means he is sent. That means he becomes a living, walking love letter of God sent to the world. What does it mean to “sanctify”? That means he creates them as holy. Flesh gives birth to flesh. But Jesus gives birth to a person who is born of God. The birth process is through hearing the word and accepting it; a person is created anew. What does it mean that Jesus sanctified himself? He probably means his death on the cross where he died as a man. He rose again as a man, however, as Man God, and God Man, which means he is God in heaven and the King on earth, the Lord of the living and of the dead. When the disciples know their existential truth that they are missionaries sent to this world to suffer in the hope of the glory of God, they will have the same joy which Jesus expressed in verse 1b, the full measure of his joy.  Every time is the time for them and so they say in all their experience, “Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.” Of course, they mean to glorify Jesus the Son in their suffering existence for the hope of  the glory of God. They will rejoice always in the hope of the glory of God. That surely is the protection by the power of God’s name.

III. Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am (20-26)

Jesus prays for all believers in the last section of his prayer. Look at verse 20. “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message.” Why does he pray for those who will believe in him through the disciples? Look at verse 21. “… that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.” Jesus prays for them in the hope of the glory of God which will be revealed in their oneness with God. What does it mean that the believers be one? Look at verses 22, 23. “I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.” Jesus means complete unity in the trust of God’s love. God was with Jesus in the faith of the Son and that faith was the trust of God in view of God’s work which was done in the disciples by the word. Jesus means to help them to be maintained in the trust of God’s love. Figuratively speaking, the believers will be the living, or walking if you will, love letters of God to those who hear the Bible just as Jesus was the living word of God to the disciples. Why does Jesus want the believers to be one which means forming an exclusive club? He wants the world to believe by witnessing the believers. Jesus’ exclusive prayer for the disciples or his discriminating prayer for the believers is God’s mercy on the world which hates him. What is the glory he refers to in verse 23? He reveals that the one whom God allowed to be crucified on the cross and die is the Son whom he loved. In the same way, Jesus left his disciples in the world because of his love for them.  Here we come up to a strange understanding. Jesus’ discrimination, the exclusive love of his own, was his love and mercy shown to the world. That may still sound strange to suspicious minds. So, Jesus prays for them in verses 24-26. “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world. Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent me. I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them." What does Jesus want from the Father according to verse 24?  He wants the believers to be in the love of God. How could the believers be with Jesus in the “I AM” according to verses 25-26? When they hear Jesus’ words and are awakened to God, they will find themselves being in the love of God. What was the glory which Jesus refers to in verse 25? He refers to the misery on the cross. The believers will rejoice in the hope of the glory of God when they walk through the period of their assignment in this world. So then, what comes through their suffering in faith? There comes the creation of God’s children who dwell in the love of God and who, in turn, will reveal the glory of God in their sorrow and joy, life and death.
Jesus uses the words such as glorify, eternal life, love, full, complete, joy, sanctify, become one, etc. They are extreme expressions. Actually, they are the words of absolute meaning. Yet, they do not come to our minds as an empty, propagandistic narration when we follow his reasoning in each section of his prayer. As we follow his reasoning, all those words sink in our minds and we find ourselves being led into a totally different place by those words. We do not remember all those human factors surrounding this prayer such as that it was the Last Supper at the upper room of John Mark’s home, that this was the Passover meal, that the meal was served with the devotional hospitality of John Mark’s mother, or that in a matter of a few hours Jesus will go through torture unbearable for a man. We don’t because the author does not seem to remember those things which the other three gospel narratives record. We are simply overwhelmed with the glorious things of Jesus in the reading of his prayer. That is the preview of the hope of the glory of God shown to us in the prayer. May he invite 120 into the world of God’s love.
