JESUS TEACHES THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

John 16:1-33

Key Verse: 16:13a
*  But when the Spirit of truth comes (1-15)

1. vv. 1-4.  What had Jesus told the disciples? For what purpose did he tell them all those teachings? Why might the hostility against the disciples lead them astray? Why would those who kill the disciples think they were offering a service to God? What was Jesus’ countermeasure?
2. vv. 5-11. What was Jesus doing when he knew that the time of persecution of his disciples was coming?  What was the disciples’ response at hearing the news of his departure? Why was it to the disciples' advantage that Jesus went away? What will the work of the Holy Spirit be for the disciples according to verse 7? What will be the initial work of the Counselor with the world according to verse 8? Explain one by one why the guilty verdict of each of the three accounts is just in verses 9-11. Do you see so far why the coming of the Counselor is good for the disciples?
3. vv. 12-15. How does Jesus describe the bigger picture of the work of the Holy Spirit? How does Jesus address the Holy Spirit here? What would the Spirit of truth do for the disciples? What does Jesus refer to with the words “all truth”? Why is the coming of the Spirit good for those who belong to Jesus Christ? Is the coming of the Spirit more than compensating for the suffering of the disciples? If so, why? What does the existential truth that the knowledge, which is beyond human capacity, has come to us by the Spirit of truth tell you?

*  After a little while (16-33)

4. vv. 16-22. What was the simple term Jesus used in verse 16 to explain what he had said in the previous verses? How did Jesus explain in verse 20 the meaning of the words “a little while”? How did he illustrate this truth in the analogy of a mother giving birth? Does Jesus disregard their suffering which he predicted in verse 22?  What kind of joy is he talking about? What do you learn about the truth of our existence and joy in the teaching that “after a little while” they will “rejoice”?
5. vv. 23-28. What day is “that day” in light of verses 16-22? What privilege will be given the disciples that day? What do you know about the truth of the unlimited promise in verse 23, 24? How did Jesus describe “that day” in verse 25? What will happen “that day” in their relationship to the Father through Jesus Christ?
6. vv. 29-33. What had the disciples come to believe now? What does Jesus mean that they now “believe”?  What did he predict will happen to his disciples who now believe? What would be testified when they left Jesus alone? Of what benefit to the disciples would the testimony of Jesus being not alone when he was abandoned by everyone be according to verse 33?
