I AM THE TRUE VINE
John 15:1-27

Key Verse: 15:1

*  Remain in me (1-8)

1. In view of the whole content of chapter 15, what do you think Jesus wants to teach by calling himself the true vine and God the Father the gardener?

2. vv. 1-4. Of what does the symbolism of “vine” or “vineyard” remind the people of Israel? In view of the symbolic meaning of “vine”, what could Jesus mean that he is “the true vine”? In what sense is the introduction of God the Father being the gardener a new revelation? (cf. Isa. 5:1-7, Jer. 2:21) How does the introduction of the gardener bring tension to the symbolism of the vine? What is God’s work according to verses 2, 3? What is God’s purpose of planting and trimming or pruning the true vine? What does Jesus mean in light of verse 2 that the disciples were “clean because of the word” he had spoken to them? (ref. 1 Pet. 1:23) What do you learn from the fact that even those who believed in Jesus needed trimming and pruning? What does it mean to “remain in” Jesus in light of verses 2, 3? (ref. Col. 2:6, 7). What happens when a person “remain in” Jesus?
3. vv. 5-8. What is man in view of the Lord Jesus, the true vine, and God the Father, the gardener? What is man’s existential truth on earth? What is his life like according to the illustration in verses 5-7? What is the importance of to “remain in” Jesus for a man? How many times is the word "fruit" repeated in verses 1-8? Why is bearing fruit for God’s glory? What does Jesus mean?

*  Remain in my love (9-27)

4. vv. 9-10. How had Jesus loved the disciples according to verses 1-8? What does it mean that Jesus loved them according to what he has said in verses 1-8? How had Jesus remained in God’s love? What, then, does it mean for the disciples to remain in Jesus' love?
5. vv. 11-17. For what purpose did Jesus tell his disciples to remain in his love? What was his command? How had Jesus loved his friends according to verse 13? What do you think he is teaching in verse 13? What is the condition by which a man is called Jesus’ friend? Why is that condition set? Why did Jesus call his disciples “friends” according to verse 15? How does Jesus explain the friendship from a different perspective in verse 16? What is the “fruit that will last”? What do you learn in the emphasis that the teaching to “love each other” is Jesus’ “command”?
6. vv. 18-25. What did Jesus ask his people to keep in mind when the world hates them according to verse 18? What does the “world” represent? What do you keep in mind when you are not loved? Why is it of fundamental importance to keep in mind Jesus and his experience of being rejected with hatred? When Jesus’ people remember his suffering, what would they see according to verses 19-25? What is the truth of the hatred, especially against Jesus and his own, according to verse 25? What is our calling according to verses 18-25? What result comes to a man through the insight described in verses 19-25 when he keeps in mind Jesus and his suffering?
7. vv. 26-27. How does God the Son, God the Father and God the Spirit help Jesus’ own? What must Jesus’ own do by the help of God? What would they testify? Why must they testify? How does Jesus explain the origin of the friendship between him and his own? What do you understand, now, regarding Jesus’ teaching in verse 1?
