I AM THE WAY AND THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE

John 14:1-31

Key verse: 14:6

*  Trust in God (1-4)

1. v. 1. What did Jesus teach the disciples to do with their hearts? How could they let their hearts not be troubled? With what were they troubled in their hearts? (ref. 13:22, 33, 38) What is to “trust in God”? Why is to “trust also in” Jesus of help for us to trust in God? What do we learn in Jesus’ teaching that the true cause of their troubled hearts had to do with “trust in God” rather than with the prospect of Jesus’ suffering and betrayal or the weakness of their hearts?

2. vv. 2-4. How is God identified in verse 2a? What of God the Father of our Lord Jesus are the disciples encouraged to believe? How had Jesus taught that in God’s house are many mansions (=rooms)? How did Jesus describe his suffering on the cross which was going to happen the next day? On the basis of the truth of his suffering, what did he promise the disciples? What did Jesus teach by saying that “you also may be where I am” instead of saying “where I will be”? What was the clue by which the disciples would know this mystery according to verse 4? What was the way they know?

*  I am the way and the truth and the life (5-14)

3. vv. 5-7. What was Thomas’ question? What was Jesus’ answer? What do we mean by the word “way”?  What does Jesus mean that he is “the way”? What is the difference between what Jesus meant by saying “I am the way” and what we say that Jesus is the way? What do we mean by the word “truth”? What does Jesus mean by saying “I am the truth”? What do we mean by the word “life”? What does Jesus mean by saying “I am the life”? How did Jesus explain in verse 6b the meaning of his claim? What does it mean to come to the Father through Jesus according to his explanation in verse 7?

4. vv. 8-14. What was Philip’s response to Jesus' claim? In what four ways had God the Father reveal himself in God the Son and vice versa? What does Jesus mean that the Father is in him and he is in the Father? How did he explain in verse 10b the truth of his words? What will happen to a person who has faith in Jesus according to verse 12? What did Jesus promise the disciples? 

*  If you love me (15-31)

5. vv.15-21. What is to love? Who are involved and in what manner are they involved if a person loves Jesus according to Jesus’ explanation in these verses? What is to love Jesus in light of verses 15-18? What does Jesus predict will happen to the world and to those who love him? In what way is to love Jesus the answer to the questions of Thomas and Philip?  

6. vv. 22-24. What does Judas’ question imply? How did Jesus answer? Does Jesus intend to be exclusive by revealing himself only to the disciples but not to the world? What is to love Jesus and how does a person love Jesus according to these verses?

7. vv. 25-27. How will the Holy Spirit help the disciples? What could that help be according to verse 27? What is peace? What is Jesus’ peace? What is the peace of this world? What is the difference between them? How is peace related to Jesus’ teaching and to the Spirit? (ref. Ro. 5:1; Ga1. 5:22, 23a)  How do the Spirit’s reminding and teaching of Jesus’ words help the disciples?

8. vv. 28-31. What did Jesus say his disciples would do if they loved him? Were they glad or fearful and anxious at the news? Why were they not glad at the news? What did Jesus do for them? Why “must” the world learn Jesus’ love for the Father? For that purpose, what did he command his disciples to do? To where did he leave? What do you learn of Jesus in his command to leave in verse 31b?

