JESUS SHOWS THE FULL EXTENT OF HIS LOVE

John 13:1-38

Key Verse: 13:34


“A new command I give you: love one another. 
As I have loved you, so you must love one another.”

The opening of chapter 13 sets the scene for the whole of chapters 13-17, which contain the intimate communication between Jesus and his disciples prior to the betrayal, suffering and death. Love is the key term here. At this time Jesus shows his disciples the full extent of his love, which can also be translated as showing his love to the last. Jesus loved by laying down his life, and he loved completely by loving sinners to the end (cf. 1Jn 3:16). At the end, in the crucifixion, we will see the ultimate revelation of that love, that is, its full extent. 

I.  Jesus washes his disciples’ feet (1-11)

Look at verse 1. “It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love.”

At the time of the Passover Jesus was keenly aware of the hour or time of his death and resurrection. John emphasizes the context of the Passover, for the lamb is about to be sacrificed for the sins of the world (1:29). The shadow of the cross has been increasingly evident through Jesus’ previous references to his hour. Jesus now knows that his hour has arrived. 

At this time what did Jesus do? Verse 1b says, “Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love.” When the hour of suffering and death approached Jesus did not shrink back. From beginning to end Jesus loved in increasing measure to the full extent as revealed on the cross. 
What was going on in secret at the Passover dinner? Look at verses 2 and 3. “The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God…” 


Verse 2 reveals the devil’s scheme of betrayal through Judas. But verse 3 (as well as verse 11) shows that Jesus knew that all power was given him from the Father. Jesus knew where he had come from and where he was going. God gives all power and authority to Jesus Christ. In this Jesus rules over all things, including the betrayal. It is also important to realize that Jesus is going to wash the feet of him who is considering betraying him. Jesus’ knowledge of the betrayal shows me the full extent of Jesus’ love for sinners, especially for a sinner like me.  How many times have I used Jesus for some benefit, or followed Jesus outwardly but inwardly sold him for my own gain? But Jesus shows me the full extent of his love. Praise Jesus.  


How did Jesus demonstrate his love? Look at verses 4 and 5. “…so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him.”  



Knowing God’s will, Jesus washed the disciples’ feet. The Father had put all things under Jesus’ feet. With that knowledge Jesus washed the disciples feet. Jesus dwelled with God and so brought them to dwell with God. Jesus shared in the divine essence of God which led him to wash their feet. Jesus said that he only does what he sees the Father doing (5:19), and the foot-washing is no exception. This is what God himself is like--he washes feet, even the feet of the one who will betray him. In this way, the foot-washing is a true revelation of God and his love.


Look at verses 6-9. “He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, are you going to wash my feet?’ Jesus replied, ‘You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.’ ‘No,’ said Peter, ‘you shall never wash my feet.’ Jesus answered, ‘Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.’ ‘Then, Lord,’ Simon Peter replied, ‘not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!’”  


Peter’s refusal shows his human love for Jesus and his misunderstanding of God’s divine love. Peter’s reaction shows his pride and self-will which eventually leads to his rejection of Jesus. Even his request for a full bath service shows his inadequate understanding of Jesus’ humility and love. Like Peter, I don’t want Lord Jesus to wash my feet. I will rather wash his feet out of dedication and devotion to Jesus. But such an attitude rejects God’s love of salvation that comes only through Jesus washing. The foot-washing points to the cleansing by Jesus atoning blood. We need to be washed. We need Jesus to cleanse us of our sin by his precious blood. 

II.  The meaning (12-30)

What did Jesus teach regarding his act of washing the disciples’ feet? Read verses 12-17: When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. ”You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. 

Jesus teaches a simple thing: as Jesus’ disciples we must do what Jesus did. We must wash one another’s feet. It is mandatory because Jesus is the Lord and Teacher, and we must do what he does, otherwise we will miss the blessing. Rudolf Schnackenburg put it this way: Jesus’ action illustrates the fact that love means serving, humbling oneself before inferiors and being devoted to others. When we do so we will be blessed. The reality is that we will be humiliated and ridiculed; we will look stupid and foolish. So what is the blessing Jesus speaks of? Jesus speaks of the blessing of abiding in Jesus, of dwelling with God and enjoying real freedom in God, and sharing in Jesus’ humility that we may also share in his glory. It is the blessing of the indestructible hope of the kingdom of God we have only by following and imitating Jesus Christ.  


After this Jesus predicted his betrayal. Through this we may see more fully the full extent of Jesus’ love. According to verse 18 the betrayal fulfills the scripture: “He who shares my bread has lifted up his heel against me.” Jesus told the disciples ahead of time so that they would believe Jesus is the one he claims to be. Who is Jesus? He says in verse 19, “I am He.” In other words, Jesus is the I AM, God Almighty. Verse 20 shows that those who accept Jesus as God accept the Father who sent him; and they dwell with God. They are one. 


Verse 21 shows what Jesus experienced when he spoke of the betrayal: “After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified, ‘I tell you the truth, one of you is going to betray me.’” 

Here Jesus’ troubled spirit is caused by the great love of the Holy God for the disciples, including his betrayer. In his anguish we see the effect of sin on the heart of God. Jesus, the Holy Son of God had to bear their sin and the sin of the world to the cross, and he was troubled in spirit. In this we see the full extent of Jesus’ love. 

How did the disciples react to Jesus’ prediction of betrayal? First, they stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he meant. (22) Finally, Peter prompted the disciple whom Jesus loved to ask Jesus who he meant. (23-25)

Jesus answered in verse 26, “‘It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish.’ Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, son of Simon.” 


By giving Judas the bread Jesus reveals his love and grace toward his betrayer. The Jewish custom was that the host would share his food with the person he wished to honor. Jesus honored Judas and wanted to win him over. The giving of the bread also reminds us of Jesus teaching concerning himself as the bread of life. (Jn 6:35,51,54) John 6:35 says, “Then Jesus declared, ‘I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.’” Judas had decided in his mind to betray Jesus, but Jesus offered himself to him as the living bread in hopes that Judas might repent and believe. 

But Judas showed no change. Verse 27 says, “As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him.” Up to this point the devil had prompted Judas. But now at the point of decision, Judas chooses for Satan instead of for Jesus. He became an agent for the devil. At the same time, God used him to fulfill the scriptures which describe how Jesus would die. 

At that time Jesus told him, “What you are about to do, do quickly.” Jesus’ order shows that he rules over the situation and has dominion over the devil. It shows that Jesus is not the victim, but that he lays down his life by his own accord, and by the same token, he has authority to take it up again. (Jn 10:18)


As soon as Judas had taken the bread he went out, and it was night. In verse 1, Jesus’ knew that the time had come. Now the hour of darkness had come. (Lk 22:53) The disciples were unaware of what was going on. However, Jesus, knowing God’s love, faced the darkness n order to show the full extent of God’s love. 

III.  Love one another (31-38)


After Judas had gone Jesus taught his disciples how the Son of Man is glorified. Look at verses 31-32. “When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified and God is glorified in him. If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once.”


In that dark hour Jesus saw the glory of God that is revealed on the cross. Jesus who went to the cross brings glory to God. Likewise, those who take up their cross and follow Jesus reveal the glory to God. The glory can mean the full revelation of God’s love. Therefore, on the cross Jesus’ reveals the full extent of God’s love for us. Like the disciples have to experience the harsh realities of the world, but in these things may we see the glory to Jesus and glory to God through Jesus’ suffering and death. 


Jesus also gave his disciples his command to love in verses 33-35. Jesus said, “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 


Soon the disciples would be thrust into doubt and uncertainty because of Jesus’ death. They would look for him but not find him. In this uncertain time what should Jesus’ disciples do? They must love one another as Jesus loved them. At first this sounds like an artificial remedy for their doubt and despair, but it’s not so. Obeying Jesus’ command to love is experiencing, in a real way, the love Jesus has for us. Praise Jesus who loved us to the full extent and to the last on the cross. 


As John understood it, the command to love is the single most important command of Jesus for his disciples. It seems impossible to obey Jesus’ command. But it is possible when die to ourselves. When we obey Jesus’ command we must die with Jesus. We abide in Jesus and in his love and are made new. 


But loving one another is not just for the disciples’ benefit. They must love one another so that all men may know that they are Jesus’ disciples. By their practice of love, the world may see that God sent Jesus in to the world and believe. May God bless us to love one another as Jesus loved us. 


When Peter asked where Jesus was going Jesus replied, “Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow later.” (36,37) Peter, full of confidence and dedication to his Lord, said, “Lord, why can't I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 


Peter was ready to die with Jesus, but his enthusiasm was based on himself and his ability rather than on the humility that Jesus teaches through the foot-washing and through his death. But Jesus loved Peter and did not allow him to remain in his illusion. Look at verse 38. “Then Jesus answered, ‘Will you really lay down your life for me? I tell you the truth, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times!’”


Jesus showed here the full extent of his love for Peter. By remembering this word Peter, when he was broken and ashamed, could deeply understand the love of Jesus who bore all his sin on the cross. 


In Jesus’ love Peter could stand up and later testify in 1 Pe 2:21-25, “To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. ‘He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.’ When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.” 


In conclusion, Jesus shows the full extent of his love by washing the disciples’ feet. He showed the way in which we are to love one another. Jesus also gives us the new command: to love one another as He loved us. May God bless us to die with Jesus and abide in his love, and through us may the world know that we are his. 

