JESUS, THE KERNEL OF WHEAT

John 12:1-50


Key Verse: 12:24 


*  Jesus is anointed (1-11)

1. vv. 1-3. What was the occasion of the dinner at Bethany? What did Mary do? What do you learn in verses 1-3?

2. vv. 4-8. How did Judas react? Why did he object to Mary’s act according to the author’s interpretation? How did Jesus interpret Mary’s act? What do you learn in his understanding of Mary’s act? What did he teach about himself? What do you learn in verses 4-8?

3. vv. 9-11. What was going on outside while Jesus was anointed at the dinner? What do you learn from verses 1-11?

*  Jesus, the humble king (12-16) 

4. vv. 12-16. Who were the crowd? How did they welcome Jesus? What does “Hosanna!” mean? Why do you think they welcomed him? (ref. vv. 9-11). How did Jesus answer their enthusiasm? (cf. Zec. 9:9,10) What did the disciples understand later?

*  Unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground… (17-50)

5. vv. 17-24. What was the impact of the news of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead according to verses 17-22? What did Jesus say at this time? What did he mean?

6. vv. 25-28. How does the truth of the kernel of wheat apply to our lives according to verses 25 and 26? Where will those who follow Jesus be according to verses 26-28? What do you learn from the fact that Jesus was troubled in his heart? What did he mean when he said, “Father, glorify your name?” What do you learn in the words of the voice from heaven?

7. vv. 29-33. How did the crowd respond to the voice from heaven? What was Jesus’ explanation of the voice from heaven according to verses 30-32?  What is the author’s added explanation in verse 33? What do you learn from Jesus’ words of explanation?

8. vv. 34-36. What made the previously enthusiastic crowd turn against Jesus? What did Jesus teach in verses 35-36? Why did he leave them after the teaching?  

9. vv. 37-50. What does the author tell us about the truth of their unbelief in verses 37-43? What did Jesus teach about the truth of a person who believes in Jesus in verses 44-46? What does he cry out in verses 47-50 about a person who does not believe?

