JESUS, THE GOOD SHEPHERD

John 10:1-42


Key Verse: 10:11

1. vv. 1-2. What is the sheep pen? (cf. v. 16)  Why does entering by the gate prove that the man is the shepherd and not a thief? How did Jesus come into my life? In view of Jesus’ entry into my life, what can be the gate which I must use to enter the sheep pen? Have I entered the sheep pen by the gate?
2. v. 3. What are the additional marks of distinction of the shepherd? Why are the proofs reliable? How does the sheep recognize the shepherd? What does it mean that the sheep “listen to” the voice of the shepherd? What do you think the sheep recognize when they “listen to his voice”? What does it mean that the shepherd knows each of his own sheep “by name”? What is in the bond, which is of mutual love, between the shepherd and the sheep?

3. vv. 4-6. What is unique about the way the shepherd leads his sheep? How else could he lead his sheep? Why does the shepherd go ahead of his sheep? Why does the sheep follow the shepherd? Why do they not find the way by themselves? Why do they not follow a stranger? What is unique about the behavior of the sheep which belonged to the shepherd? Why did they not understand Jesus’ teaching? What could they have understood?
4. vv. 7-10. How does Jesus explain in verses 7-8 what he said in verses 1-6? How were the thieves and robbers exposed? How is the truth that he is the gate proved by the sheep? What does Jesus being the gate mean to his sheep according to verses 9-10? What does “be saved” mean in this context? What does it mean to “have (life) to the full”?

5. vv. 11-15. What does it mean that Jesus is “the good shepherd”? How is it different to say he is a good shepherd? What does he do to reveal that he is “the good” shepherd? According to verses 12-13, why does the good shepherd lay down his life for the sheep? According to verses 14-15, why does the good shepherd lay down his life for the sheep? What is the knowledge which Jesus said is the bond among the Father, the Son and his sheep?

6. v. 16. Who are the other sheep? What responsibility does Jesus take of them? Why will the Gentiles respond to Jesus’ voice? What will be the inevitable result? What is the ultimate goal of the world evangelization? How can we carry it out? According to verse 16, how can we know that Jesus is the good shepherd? What can we know through learning the truth that Jesus is the good shepherd?
7. vv. 17-21. Why does the Father love Jesus according to verse 17? What will Jesus reveal in his death and resurrection? What did the Jews say about him? Did they understand what he said in verses 17-18? What do you understand, now, regarding the truth that Jesus is the good shepherd?

8. vv. 22-30. What was the Feast of Dedication? What were the Jews anxious to know from Jesus? According to Jesus in verses 25-26, why were they still in suspense and not believe? How does Jesus’ sheep respond to him differently according to verse 27? What does it mean that they “follow” Jesus according to verse 28? How could Jesus be so confident about the eternal life given to his sheep? 

9. vv. 31-42. Why did the Jews want to stone Jesus? What did Jesus remind them of? (ref. Ps 82:6; Ex 22:8, 9, 28)  In verses 37-38, what did Jesus appeal to them who still did not believe? What was their reaction?

