 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
JESUS, THE GOOD SHEPHERD

John 10:1-42


Key Verse: 10:11
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd
lays down his life for the sheep.”
The time factor is helpful for us to overcome self-indulgence, which is a common experience for those who misuse the poetic imagery in this passage, and listen to what Jesus was speaking. The time was around the Feast of Dedication, which is the translation of the word Hanukah or Chanukah in Hebrew. The Feast is a good backdrop against which we can understand Jesus’ teaching clearer. Since the Feast was kept in December in our calendar we know that Jesus’ death, which is what he mainly speaks of in this passage, was nearing in less than four months. In view of John’s gospel’s arrangement, we can also keep in mind that Jesus spoke of this passage after the healing of the man blind from birth in which Jesus speaks of his coming as judgment.     
The Feast of Dedication is an eight-day festival beginning on the 25th day of Kislev, which is revived in our times to be kept on the 25th day of December against Christmas, commemorating the victory of the Maccabees in 165 B.C. over Antiochus Epiphanes (c. 215-164 b.c.) and the rededication of the Temple at Jerusalem. Antiocuhs was the third ruler of the Seleucid dynasty, the heir of Alexander the Great’s empire in the region of Palestine. He first sold the high-priesthood of Jerusalem to the highest bidder, and in 168 B. C. when his nominee was ejected, he sent his officer to sack Jerusalem and butcher its inhabitants. Then he erected the statue of Zeus in the temple in Jerusalem and offered a pig, the abominable things. He meant to convert the Jews to the Greek religion by force and intimidation. But his action back-fired on him and aroused the anger of the Jewish people who were silent until that time. An aged, old man named Judas ben Mattathias angrily killed a Jew who had come to sacrifice on the royal altar and the Syrian officer who had come to supervise. Thus the Maccabean revolt begun. Soon, Mattathias was killed in the battle, but his sons Judah and his four brothers formed an army and after three years of fighting, drove the Syrians out of Israel and reclaimed the temple in Jerusalem. The Maccabees wanted to clean the building and remove the hated Greek symbols and statues. On the 25th day of the month of Kislev, the job was finished and the temple was rededicated. When Judah and his followers finished cleaning the temple, they wanted to kindle the light, known as the N'er Tamid, in the temple. Once lit, the oil lamp should never be extinguished. Only a tiny jug was found with enough oil for a single day. The oil lamp was filled and lit. Then a miracle occurred as the tiny amount of oil stayed lit not for one day but for eight days. That is why the Feast of Dedication is also called the Festival of the Lights, Chanukah or Hanukah, which means “dedication”, and is kept for eight days with lights. In verse 24, the anxious question of the Jews to Jesus on whether he was the Christ reflects what was in the minds of the people at the time. To them, Jesus was saying he is the good shepherd who lays down his life for the sheep. Their wish that he would be a new Maccabee would be dampened by the teaching because he was saying that he was the good shepherd who lays down his life for the sheep. They wanted a good shepherd who would rescue them.
I have written a long introduction to become sober myself. I just came back from the senior staff meeting where we discussed long hours how to take care of our ministry and the challenges from inside and out. As I meditated on this passage, I realized that the seemingly poetic imagery is the appearance of the Holy, the Good. I realized that I must wake up from the indulgence of escaping into the mental imagery of the passage. I realized that I must listen to Jesus for I am pre-occupied with how to take care of our ministry. I must, otherwise, I would join those who stood against the Good. 
I. Jesus, the gate for his sheep (1-10)
Let’s read verses 1-6 responsively to wake up. “‘I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep. The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger's voice.’ Jesus used this figure of speech, but they did not understand what he was telling them.”
There are a few things we can mention from reading these verses. The first thing to remember is that we, too, can not go beyond the understanding that what he says is the figure of speech. He will explain what he means in verses 7-10. The second thing is that he is speaking of a plain truth of a shepherd and sheep in verses 1-5. A watchman is included. So we should begin from this meager understanding. 
How can a third person know if a person entering the sheep pen is a shepherd or a thief or a robber? Jesus said you can by how he enters the sheep pen. “The man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep.” That is the plain truth. What are the additional marks of distinction of the shepherd? “The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice.” 
Why are the proofs reliable? The watchman belongs to the owner of the sheep pen and is the counter part to verify the identity of the shepherd. The sheep may be simple. But they are loyal to their shepherd, and their loyalty is based on their trust of their shepherd. The trust is the result of the mutual knowledge between the shepherd and the sheep. The sheep knows the voice of the shepherd and the shepherd knows the name of the sheep. The sheep may appear acting as a group but the bond between the shepherd and the sheep is personal. The proof of their relationship is most dramatically illustrated in the fact that when the shepherd “has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them.” The Australians herd their sheep on a horse by driving them from behind and by using the watch dogs circling the herd. But the Palestinian shepherd goes ahead of their sheep. What if he goes to a dangerous place? The sheep follow him. They do not follow their instinct for survival. The other animals may use their instinct to take care of themselves by their own means. But the sheep has only one instinct: they follow their shepherd. Of course, I am talking about the sheep which are raised in the land of Palestine, not those in Australia or from the West in this land. The unique behavior of the Palestinian sheep is emphasized again this way: “But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger's voice.”
Verse 6 says that what Jesus spoke in verses 1-5 is a figure of speech. Then we can say he is speaking of himself, especially because of what he says in the rest of the verses. What can be the sheep pen? Jesus is speaking of the people of Israel. It is clearer in view of verse 16. We can, therefore, say the sheep pen imply the Church, a Christian community of the believers. We may also say it implies all people who are created by God through Jesus Christ. The understanding of the sheep pen is the reminder of the owner of the lives of the people around us in the Christian community, and so the essential knowledge for us to live as Christians. Jesus’ teaching in verses 1-5 also helps us to verify our personal conviction of Jesus. How have I become a Christian? Or we may ask what the truth of my Christian faith is. We can verify that by asking if Jesus came into my life by the gate. In view of Jesus’ teaching in verses 7-14, the gate must be God. How could I pass the Holy unless the blood of Jesus was applied on me? If the truth of my Christian faith is other than the conviction of my sin and the forgiveness of my sin, we need to reexamine our faith. If your satisfaction of whatever sort is the core of your Christian faith, for example, then you may be sure that you got lost somewhere.  We also learn that I must enter the sheep pen by the gate. That means I must meet others in Christ, and in him only. We can not flock together with others, for example, because of sexual preferences. I have learned that some are born with homosexual tendencies. But he must enter the relationship with others by the gate. We should ask how I have entered my relationship with others? If I did not enter by the gate, even now, then I must re-enter by the gate.
Jesus came from God to be the promised Shepherd of God's people (Eze 34:15-16,23-24; Ps 23; 80; 95; 100). He alone is the gate. Jesus alone knows me and loves me. He doesn’t fool me with flattery. Nor does he intimidate me by pointing out my weakness. He knows that I am a sinner. He knows that I love him yet have denied him many times, perhaps, all the time, because of fear. But his gospel convinces me that in him I am still considered as belonging to God. Truly, he knows me better than I know myself (Ps 139:2, 3). He knows God’s flock who have been entrusted to me better than I know them indeed. Only when I meet God’s flock in Christ Jesus, therefore, am I approved by the watchman, by God, and by God’s flock. He goes ahead of us. The end of the truth of his death and his resurrection is not known to me. Yet, I follow him because I know his voice. When I meet God’s people in Christ, I know I will meet 120 who will follow Christ Jesus.
When the people did not understand Jesus’ teaching in verses 1-5, Jesus said again. We, too, can come into the understanding of what Jesus has said in verses 1-5.  Look at verses 7-10. “Therefore Jesus said again, ‘I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. All who ever came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” 

We learn in the reading of Jesus’ explanation in verses 7-10 that the key issue of his teaching is the salvation in verse 9 which he described as having life to the full in verse 10.  As we think about the backdrop of this teaching, the Feast of Dedication, the people of Israel longed for the day of restoration of Israel and her religion, particularly the temple worship. The sad truth is that they hung on that dream even after they learned that the heart-moving revolt of the Macabbees proved to be another illusion.  Here, Jesus is saying that the key issue is the salvation, not the restoration of their ideal dream of temple worship. As we know, they would not distinguish between the two, yet here, Jesus speaks of the truth. He is the gate, the only gate which leads people to the salvation, to having life to the full. Others come only to steal, kill and destroy. They steal the hearts of men and lead them to the destruction of others and themselves. Some Bible students are offended with Jesus’ teaching in verse 8 and ask if people like Moses was a thief. Moses could be considered as one of the many watchmen. Jesus is rather referring to those who steal the minds of people with a religious, political, or economic idealism. Those celebrities who steal the minds of common folks by appealing to the sinful appetite are the thieves and robbers of low grades. Jesus is the gate by which a man is verified as a shepherd or a thief. Jesus is the gate because the result of the relationship of two people verifies whether they met in Christ. If we have been robbers or thieves, we should pray like the one who was crucified next to Jesus. Then we will be saved.
It is said that shepherds from the near east slept in the doorway of the sheepfold. No one could enter or leave except by crossing over the body of the shepherd. So he protected his flock and kept them safe in the fold. Jesus came through the gate (1) and he became the gate. No one can go to God to find life except through Jesus (Jn 14:6). Jesus promised that whoever enters through him would be saved (9). The false shepherds who rule God's flock for selfish motives are thieves and robbers. They come to kill, steal and destroy. Jesus' motives are unselfish. He came to lay down his life so that his flock might have abundant life. He does not want us to be miserable; he wants us to be happy. But we have a question here. What is the salvation? That is what he answers in the next verse.
II. The good shepherd who lays down his life for the sheep (10:11-21)

So far, Jesus has taught that the truth of the shepherd is that his sheep may have life to the full.  In verses 11-21, he teaches what is the salvation which he brings to us.  Look at verses 11-21. 

First, I am the good shepherd (11a). Jesus begins his teaching about the salvation by saying, “I am the good shepherd.” The literal translation of this sentence is, “I am shepherd, the good.” Plus the unique usage of “I AM” in John’s gospel is here all through chapter 10. What I am trying to say is this: We say Jesus is good because we think he gave benefit to us. We learn in verse 11 that he is the good shepherd before he did good things for us. He could have remained as “I AM”. But the “I AM’ revealed that he is “I AM” who lays down his life for his sheep. He is not what we see in the movie “The Ten Commandments.” There we hear that God is portrayed as the sound, “I~~ am~~ who~~ I~~ am~~~.” Moses, in the image of Charlton Heston, appeals to us better than the distant sound because he takes the burden of his people. In verse 11, we find that God is the Holy and He is also the Shepherd, the Good. We should also take note that Jesus is not identifying himself by saying “I am the good shepherd.” The word “I AM” in verse 11 is what the heavens and the earth, and the infinite universe testify to in unison. In other words, Jesus is proclaiming the truth. Because he uttered the truth, in the Son is revealed the Father, the everlasting “I AM”, who is the Shepherd of Israel for ever and ever. We admit that we are speaking of the proclamation of the Spirit.

Second, “The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” (11b)  Everyone loves this line for selfish reasons. I don’t blame them. But we should learn more. In verses 12-13 we learn that the ownership is emphasized. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep because he owns the sheep. His care is that he cares of himself. He loves us as himself. That love is more than what we ask for. There comes the understanding of why the Bible says love must be sincere or that we should love each other as Christ loved us. We should love each other with the love of God for that is what Christ loved us with. Let’s read these verses. “The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep”

Third,  "I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me-  just as the Father knows me and I know the Father-and I lay down my life for the sheep.” (vs. 14, 15)  Jesus refers to the knowledge to teach what it is to say he is the good shepherd. Perhaps the closest thing we can find around us for the understanding of verses 14, 15 is the relationship between a fetus and a mother. They know each other. Their life is tied together. The good shepherd lays down his life because the life of the sheep is his life. What we have received by him is nothing less than his life. Can we still let ourselves be sold to the religious idealism, for example, as the Jews did? Can we still let ourselves be sold to frustration for any reason when our life is in Christ and he is in us? We should rejoice always and think of excellent things. That is how we abide in him and in his love. That is obedience. I hope the Christian life based on the calculation of the benefit be replaced by the appreciation of the life of Christ in us. In verse 16, we learn that the sheep pen obviously means the people of Israel. Jesus teaches that to say he is the good shepherd means to confess that he is the Creator and the Master of the world, more than the God of the people of Israel. “I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd.” (16)  What he means is that we belong to God not that God belongs to us. Jesus’ death for us is that claim. To live the life to the full means, therefore, offering our instinct for self-preservation and offering ourselves to be used for the world salvation. In him can we find our true life. In other words, we grow and become mature. So then, what do we get as a result? We know that Jesus Christ is the good shepherd. That knowledge is the salvation, the life to the fullness. Jesus is the good shepherd because he imparts that life to us.

Fourth, “The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life-only to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.” When Jesus laid down his life, he rested himself in the love of God. He joined the Father in love. To say Jesus is the good shepherd means to abide in the love of God and of the Son. That is how we join him in the love. The knowledge that Jesus is the good shepherd is where one joins Jesus in love. Jesus is the good shepherd who made the heavenly truth to be ours when he made the love of God to come true and real when he laid down his life. Praise and thanks be to our Lord Jesus, the Lamb of God. He is indeed our salvation.

What did the Jews say about him? Look at verses 19-21. “ At these words the Jews were again divided. Many of them said, ‘He is demon-possessed and raving mad. Why listen to him?’ But others said, ‘These are not the sayings of a man possessed by a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?’” Did they understand what he said in verses 17-18? Some were in favor of him while others were not. But neither of them understood him. What do we understand, now, regarding the truth that Jesus is the good shepherd? It is not a definition. It is the proclamation of the Divine who calls us to repentance. 
III. I and the Father are one (22-42)

Look at verses 22-30. What were the Jews anxious to know from Jesus? The Jews asked him to state his identity clearly. He did. The Christ is the true Shepherd. He is God, for only God can give eternal life. No one can snatch Jesus' sheep from his and the Father's hand. He gave ample evidence to prove that he is the Christ. Those who refuse to believe only prove that they belong to the devil, not to God. He proved that he and the Father are one. The two are one. They understood his claim to deity and picked up stones to stone him. Look at verses 34-39. The Jews rejected him because he claimed to be God. Jesus reminded them that in the Bible, those judges to whom the word of God came were called "gods" (Ps 82:6; Ex 22:8, 9, 28). He reiterated his claim to be God's Son and asked them to look at his life and know that Jesus is in the Father and the Father in him. Many people believed in him. We learn in the frustration of the Jews that the teaching that Jesus is the good shepherd must be answered one way or another. May Jesus be the good shepherd to you.
