JESUS HEALS A MAN BLIND FROM BIRTH

John 9:1-41

Key verse: 9:39

“Jesus said, ‘For judgment I have come into this world,

so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind.’”

The healing of a man blind from birth is the seventh of the eight signs which reveal Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, to help us believe in him. What can we learn from the story? Jesus interprets in verse 39 that the event reveals the judgment for which he has come. The judgment is that the blind will see and those who see will become blind. 

I had much trouble to find what the story is all about because of Jesus’ words of interpretation of the event in verse 39. If the interpretation were not there I could have chosen verse 5 as key for the understanding of the event. Then the whole picture could be viewed as Jesus being the light and of how the man grew in faith in him. That is smooth and there is nothing wrong about the understanding. When you do, however, at verse 39 you suddenly realize that you might have been speaking of some sort of religious cliché, empty and meaningless words. Another even more troublesome thing is that I could never figure out what I sensed even after I spotted verse 39. Here the word “judgment” means God’s decision of condemnation, not krisis, according to the Greek word of the original text. But the man seems unfortunate rather than the Jews. He was healed but that wonderful experience also brought much trouble in his life. He lost all things. He was abandoned by his parents and later excommunicated. He couldn’t even beg any longer. Jesus speaks strongly, but will be crucified in less than 6 months. The Jews seem to have held the upper hand and they were free to express their anger and hatred. There is no sign of God’s condemnation because of their evil behavior. How could Jesus say the freemen were the condemned? Good question. But even that question is of no help. Though I could imagine some potential rationale, the basic instinct in me refuses to explore the idea. I rather want to be accepted, safe and live a life of less trouble. But then I could see the strange beauty of Jesus in his word in verse 39. Though he was pressed he was free. Though he was unfortunate he was glorious. Though he suffered he was rather overflowing with life. That was the most troublesome challenge which came to me because of verse 39.against the basic instinct in me. 

The knowledge of the undisputable beauty and the unsurpassed glory, even strange still and perhaps forever, of Jesus I could sense my ignorance regarding God’s judgment. I wouldn’t even know what is going on even when I am under God’s judgment for I can not care less of God’s judgment. What is the difference of me from a pig which thrust his nose to eat more today pushing away his siblings when he will become bacon tomorrow? I am not different. I am still ignorant. All I fear is the safety or security of this life. All I can see so far is human experience, such as the healing or the growth of the man’s faith or the resistance of the Jews from believing in spite of the incredible sign. That is my limit. But thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord. I am given the knowledge of the surpassing beauty and the glory of Jesus through the Bible. Lord Jesus, have mercy on me. I am troubled in my heart. Help me to worship you as the man did for I know that is my salvation. That will be the sufficient grace.

I.  The work of God (1-7)

Look at verses 1-3. Jesus was moving around Judea at this time. He was waiting for God, preparing himself for kairos to go to Jerusalem. In the course of the absolute sequence he was taking he brought the blind world into his marvelous light. The world could never hide in darkness any longer. All that began when he saw a man blind from birth.

Look at verses 1,2. “As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’” Why did the disciples suppose that somebody sinned at the sight of the man blind from birth? The answer is very simple. That was what everybody thought of in those days regarding unfortunate experiences. Though they used the big word “sin” they didn’t mean any profound thing. We may replace the word with “fault” and we are not far from what they meant. The interesting truth is that that is the way many of our contemporaries view their misery. We suspect instantly that something went wrong when we encounter an unpleasant experience. The ultimate of such a suspicion is the suspicion of God. Deep down man is always suspicious of God and ready to curse him. 

What was Jesus’ answer to them? Look at verse 3. He said, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life.” What was the basis of Jesus’ understanding of the man’s misery? He met the undeniable misery, however, with his trust of God. He saw the misery. We recognize that in his tender expression, “this happened…” But Jesus brought what he saw to God, in whom is not even a shadow. We recognize that in his words, “so that the work of God might be displayed in his life.” Jesus embraces the suffering and the burden of the misery of the man in the hope in God. We shouldn’t mistake Jesus’ words as objective optimism. Optimism is often disregarding and even brute. The objective mind is often disengaging. Yet they are used as the best two tools to deal with the burden of life in this world. Those who are in Christ Jesus should learn to embrace the sufferings in Jesus. As I meditated on Jesus’ words in verse 3 I was reminded of some of the many experiences we have gone through during the last 45 years of UBF ministry. I could understand that we shouldn’t misuse the words of Jesus in verse 3 to generalize the painful experiences and say everything happened in God. We should learn to come to God in Jesus’ word of truth taking the burden of our times. 

When I reached that thought I could understand how significant the description in verse 1 is that Jesus saw a man blind from birth. In light of Jesus’ words in verses 3-5 we can discover that Jesus alone saw the man and his misery. The disciples withdrew into speculation at the sight of the man. They didn’t see the man or his misery. They only saw their fear. Though their reasoning seems to have some biblical influence their thoughts were godless. They were blind to the reality because they were blind to God. In the example of the Jews in the following passages we see the same misery. Though they saw everything they saw nothing. But Jesus saw. We are reminded of God who saw the wickedness of men in Genesis chapter 6 and that that was the beginning of salvation. Likewise the appearance of Jesus who saw meant the deliverance of us from darkness into the light. Thanks be to God for Jesus Christ. Now we see that Jesus sees. 

Little children are happy when they see their parents watching over them. When they grow up the memory of the tender and loving watchful eyes of their parents often encourage them to go through the tide of this life. We find in David’s psalm that the king was comforted with the knowledge that God saw him even before he was formed in the womb of his mother. He was strong as he remembered the watchful eyes of his God over him. He didn’t fear to walk through the valley of the shadow of death. Peter meant the same thing when he said, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you” in John 21:15. As we learn in their examples once you know the Lord who sees us you enter into a totally different realm of life. Read Jesus’ words in verse 3 and be surprised how bright and hopeful and even beautiful the picture of the misery of the man blind from birth becomes. I am not merely talking about a different perspective. I am talking about the blessing of being found in God. Let those who are imprisoned with the speculation of by whose fault they are hear the words of Jesus. Many live with a damaged thinking process. The disciples show the influence of twisted and degenerated, even godless ideas, which they thought religious and pious. For some the memory of childhood blocks them from trusting others or embracing others in God. Shepherd Andre suffered with the memory of the hallucination which he saw in the year 2000 when he took a cocktail of drugs. I hope he sees the gospel. I hope all of us empty the sinful and wicked things and begin to see. Let’s read verse 3 again. “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life.”
Jesus showed what the new sight meant in verses 4-7. Look at verses 4-5. “As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. While I am in the world, I am the light of the world” What did Jesus mean in verse 4? He was saying that it was day time. The misery of the man blind from birth or the blindness of his disciples didn’t frustrate him or cast a shadow on him. Rather he changed the misery of the man into the time of hope of seeing the work of God. How could he do that? He knew that night was coming. He probably meant what his disciples would experience at his death. But even that dark prospect didn’t cast a shadow. While he was in the world, he was the light of the world. He meant that he trusted God who sent him. He depended on God who let him live in the world. He entrusted himself to God in life and in death. He knew he lived to God. He knew he would die so that he would live to God. Whether he would live or die, therefore, he would be with God and in God and God in him.   

He demonstrated how he did “the work of God” in verses 6-7. “Having said this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. ‘Go,’ he told him, ‘wash in the Pool of Siloam’ (this word means Sent). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.” We do not understand how such a thing could happen. We should not misunderstand that Jesus is teaching us a kind of magic art. I am rather reminded of John 15:7 which Missionary Sarah Barry quoted to summarize what we learned in the last staff meeting, “If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish and it will be given you.” Jesus remained in God and took care of the man with what he could provide. In my last trip to the Ukraine I heard many examples of healing work. Though I do not know much about the healing work I could see that they met the impossible condition of sickness with faith. They prayed and found out that God healed many. 

We chose Mark 4:20 last year. We remain almost exactly the same number let alone 100 times harvest. At the end of last year someone asked me if I truly believe that we can have 120 1:1’s by this year. I wanted to find some way to evade the challenge to no avail. I chose Matthew 17:20 as key verse for our ministry for 2005. We must do the work of God who called us in Jesus Christ. How can we begin? We must listen to Jesus’ words in verses 3-5. He said, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life. As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. While I am in the world, I am the light of the world” Then we should do whatever and however small a thing we can do. Then we will see the work of God. Harvesting 120 will be too small a work. What if we can’t because we have so little faith? We can not give up the hope to see still. Why should we dwell in darkness when the whole world is lit with the bright day light, the gospel of the forgiveness of our sins? We should rejoice always and think of excellent things of our Lord Jesus. We can not let our weakness, unbelief, our damaged thinking process blind us. As I mentioned I have heard the illness of Pastor Abraham Lee in Germany, Sarah Thompson’s tragic death. I have heard the works of evil spirits in the members of our ministry. But we should ask if this is day time or night time. We should remember Jesus who said,  “As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. While I am in the world, I am the light of the world. As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. While I am in the world, I am the light of the world” He was conscious of his death nearing in less than six months. Still as long as it was day he did the work of God who sent him. In his hands the mixture of the mud and his saliva became a medicine to heal the man from blindness which he was born with. He will be the shining light, therefore, when he will die on the cross for all who believe in his name. Even when the heavens are rolled away and the sun disappears and the moon is gone the Lamb will be the light for those who hope in him. They will ask in his name and anything they wish will be done for them. Truly what can separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus? He shines at all times. Lord, I want to see. Help me to abide in your light and do the work of God.

II.  One thing I do know (8-34)
In verses 8-34 is the vivid record of how the work of God is done in the man whose eyes were opened by Jesus and in the people around him, his parents, his neighbors and the Pharisees. The healing of the man blind from birth was the work of God. The response to the work of God resulted in the man and others differently. The once blind man held on to the one thing, that he was blind but now he could see. The parents, the neighbors and the Pharisees held on to their opinions about the one thing. Thus the work of God turned out to be the judgment, growth of faith toward salvation for the man while it was condemnation to others.  

What was the neighbors’ reaction to the miraculous healing? His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this the same man who used to sit and beg?” Some claimed that he was. Others said, “No, he only looks like him.” But he himself insisted, “I am the man.” “How then were your eyes opened?” they demanded. He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.” “Where is this man?” they asked him. “I don’t know,” he said. We learn in verses 13-15a that the concern about keeping the Sabbath made the neighbors reluctant to accept the outright straightforward miraculous sign. The man’s testimony of how he had been healed made them to confront Jesus’ name. They either surrender to Jesus’ name because the healing was definitely the work of God or oppose the name because of their concern of keeping the Sabbath. Jesus’ name became the judgment by which they would be decided whether they are with or without God. Understandably they could yield to either direction. So they wanted to see Jesus who caused the dilemma. But the man did not know where Jesus was. We learn from the man that it doesn’t take a rocket scientist’s intelligence to say “I am the man.” The man did not know where Jesus was or who Jesus was. We should ask if the gospel of Jesus has any effect on me. If it has we should answer how the gospel affected me. I hope Bob Preest comes to that conclusion through life testimony writing. 

It was a natural development for the neighbors to bring the man to the Pharisees because their concern was revolving around whether the healing was done on the Sabbath. They did not, therefore, could not, confront the incredible thing of healing a man blind from birth. They did not want to meet God. But the Pharisees weren’t much different. Recently I happened to talk with a pastor to use their church. After he listened to me about UBF he cautiously asked me if those who will use the church facility would drink. I decided not to use the facility. If we can say that the work of God made the neighbors baffled the testimony of the work of God caused division among the Pharisees. Look at verses 13-15. Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, and now I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others asked, “How can a sinner do such miraculous signs?” So they were divided. The two opinions reflect the two different rabbinic schools of thoughts. The first group was uncompromising about work, but the second school of rabbis was tolerant of good works performed on the Sabbath. What we find here in light of Jesus’ interpretation in verse 39 is that their thoughts were laid bare and were exposed to be meaningless. The whole purpose of the Sabbath and the related laws was to lead people to the worship of God free from this world and the things of it. But look what they ended up with. They ended up with anything but God. They just ended up with the assessment of people as good or bad. The condemnation of their godlessness came to them as they wrestled with the man to make him denounce Jesus. Finally they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” The man replied, “He is a prophet.” What can they say, now? They can’t. So they turned to the man’s parents. 

Look at verses 18-23. Why did the Jews question the man’s parents? Verse 18 says that they did because they still did not want to believe the work of God. “Is this your son?” they asked. “Is this the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?” What did the parents say? “We know he is our son,” the parents answered, “and we know he was born blind. But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for himself.” His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for already the Jews had decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Christ would be put out of the synagogue. That was why his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give glory to God,” they said. “We know this man is a sinner.” He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!” The Pharisees intimidated the man to make him testify against Jesus. But the man stuck to his guns. He had been blind but now he could see. We learn from his answer that that knowledge of the one thing was the answer to the theological debate whether Jesus was a sinner. We will see the light in this extremely confused time if we know one thing happened to my life by the gospel and stick to it.  

The late Geordan Griggs was challenged one day by two young men from the Church of Christ. They asked him if we practice baptism and he answered we don’t. Then they said we are not a church because we do not practice baptism. Therefore, they said, we are a cult. So Geordan answered them that he didn’t know why they say we are a cult or a church. But he said he knew one thing. He said that he was a college drop-out, but was encouraged and strengthened through the Bible study and so went back to his school and graduated Northwestern University with a B.A. in math. Through the experience he learned that it is good to study the Bible and so he devoted himself to the teaching of the Bible, and that is what he was doing in Cincinnati with the students at the UC campus. They apologized that they never meant to be judgmental on him. They never came back or bothered him after. All the great figures of the Bible are the men and the women who had one definite testimony of the grace of God. Paul persecuted the Church but by the grace became the apostle of Jesus Christ. Peter never forgot that the Lord Jesus was his Shepherd. He went astray often but was brought back by the kindness and mercy of Jesus Christ who died for his sins. King David never forgot that he was once a shepherd boy. He couldn’t fathom the depth of the grace of God who appointed him and his family to shepherd God’s people. He never forgot the blessedness of him being forgiven of his sins. Abraham recalled the vivid memory of God’s guidance that by the grace of God he had come thus far and the God who had guided him by his grace would resolve his son Isaac’s marriage. Jacob summarized that his life was not a short, but a long sojourn. He could bless Pharaoh in the name of God who bore him all through the journey. I was drunk with many things for 26 years until I began the Bible study in the Fall of 1969. I wasn’t sober until 1989. But the gracious and merciful Lord Jesus planted in me the conviction that Jesus is truly wonderful and beautiful, unmatchable to anything or anyone in all creation. 

The Jewish people forgot that they were not different from Cushites in God’s eyes. They forgot that they were sinners but were maintained by the grace of God. They were condemning themselves in their insistence that Jesus was a sinner and their intimidation of the man. The healing of the man blind from birth was the work of God which brought them all into God’s judgment court. The more they couldn’t deny the work of God the more they condemned themselves. So they increased the pressure on the man. What question did they keep on asking the man? Look at verse 26. Then they asked him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” Look at verse 27. He answered, “I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples, too?”  Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We are disciples of Moses! We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t even know where he comes from.” They escaped behind the name of Moses. Probably Moses turned around at this time and blushed.  But the quote of Moses condemned them back. Look at verses 30-33. The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly man who does his will. Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.”  Verse 34 says, “To this they replied, ‘You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!’ And they threw him out.” 

The healing was the one thing which was decisive on the lives of the man as well as of the Pharisees. The Bible doesn’t hide the fact that the man was in some sense worse off than the time he was blind. He lost his job, his parents. If he were our contemporaries he could have moved to a different country of his choice. But he did not have much choice. The excommunication in the ancient theocratic society meant worse than a death sentence. We should carefully consider if we have one testimony of the gospel in our lives. We should decide whether we will hold on to the one testimony to the end. I pray for young co-workers to find out if they have one. I have learned in the life of Shepherd Andrew Martin that we are at the crossroads many times as we stick to our guns. Then, what can we foresee in this endless struggle?

III.  Do you believe in the Son of Man? (35-41)

We learn in verses 35-41 that we hope to believe in the Son of Man, to worship him. Look at verses 35-38. Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.” Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.” Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. The man’s question is somewhat puzzling at first. But we may assume that he knew Jesus’ face. He was ready to believe whoever Jesus would tell him to believe because he trusted Jesus who healed him. He probably didn’t know what the Son of Man meant or is. But it didn’t matter. When Jesus said he was the Son of Man verse 38 says the man worshiped Jesus. You know that the word worship was designated only to the God of Israel. The man was confessing that Jesus is the Lord God, the God of Israel. The literal meaning of the word “worship” is to “prostrate.” The man surrendered himself to Jesus in prostration. We should pray for 120 who know one thing of the gospel work in them that they may worship Jesus in the same way the man did.

But what is the value of the worship? We learn that answer in Jesus’ word in verse 39. What was Jesus’ comment when the man worshiped him? Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind.” What did the Pharisees protest? Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, “What? Are we blind too?” What was Jesus’ answer? Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains. What do you learn from Jesus’ answer? They were in condemnation. Jesus healed the man blind from birth to deliver him from condemnation. The man held on to the testimony and finally was led to worship Jesus. Now he was free. On the other hand the Pharisees would live in darkness, full of cursing and bitterness. Ruin and misery mark their ways, and the way of peace they would not know. They were riding on the express lane to hell.

