I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD

John 8:1-59

Key Verse: 8:12

*  “Go now and leave your life of sin.” (1-11)

1. vv. 1-6a. Where had Jesus spent the night after the Feast of Tabernacles was over? What did he do at dawn the next morning? Who came to him? What did the teachers of the law and the Pharisees do there? In what aspect was this question a trap? What were each of the four groups of people, Jesus, the crowd, the religious leaders and the woman, eager to do? What are you eager to do? What do you learn of Jesus in these verses?

2. vv. 6b-11. What did Jesus do when he was attacked with evil intention? When they kept on questioning him, what did he do and say? What did he mean? At his words, what did the people do? What did Jesus then ask the woman? What did he teach her with this question? (ref. vv. 4, 5)  What was the woman’s answer in verse 11a? What did Jesus then tell her? What did he mean? What would her life be like if she leaves the life of sin? What would it be like for the religious leaders and the people who slipped away from this challenge? How does Jesus’ teaching in verses 1-11 apply to you?

*  I am the light of the world (12-30)

3. v. 12. What did Jesus say of himself? What does the truth of Jesus mean to those who follow him? What is to “have the light of life”? How did he reveal the truth in the event of freeing the woman caught in adultery?

4. vv. 13-20. What did the Pharisees challenge him?  What were the two prongs of Jesus’ reasoning to testify that his testimony is valid? What is the reason of their inability to know that Jesus’ testimony is valid? What was Jesus’ reply to their question in verse 19? What was the reason of their ignorance of God? (ref. v. 15)  Why did the Pharisees not seize him? What is testified by the fact that no one seized him?

5. v. 21. What did Jesus say in verse 21? What new dimension of truth did he add to further explain what he had said in verses 12-20? Why will they look for him? What will be the result of their seeking of him? Why will they die in their sin? What did he mean that they will die in their sin? (ref. vv.11, 15)

6. vv. 22-24. What was the most the Jews could think of at hearing Jesus’ words in verse 21? What did Jesus continue in verses 23-24? What is the significance of Jesus’ saying “I am” in verse 24 as oppose to “you are” in verse 23? (Note that the words “the one I claim to be” in verses 24 and 28 are bracketed in our Bible)  What difference would believing that Jesus is “I am” bring to them?

7. vv. 25-30. What is the significance of their question in verse 25? What did Jesus reply in verse 26? What did he mean? What could Jesus have done with them according to verse 26? What has he done instead of condemning them? What do you learn from Jesus in verses 25-26? What is the truth of they did not understand what he was telling them?  What did Jesus promise them in verses 28-29? What does “have lifted up the Son of Man” mean? What was the reason of Jesus’ confidence on the effect of his death?  What happened as a result? What does the surprising effect of his word on the hearers testify to us according to Jesus’ words in verse 29?

*  He who belongs to God hears what God says (31-47)

8. vv. 31-38. What was Jesus telling those who had believed him in verses 31-32? What words of Jesus offended the believers according to verse 33? What was Jesus’ point according to verse 34? What is “to sin” in light of verses 31-34? What is the proof of a person being a slave according to verse 35? How can a slave be set free? What was their truth which Jesus point out in verse 37-38? 

9. vv. 39-47. What did they insist on in verse 39? Why did they do differently from Abraham? What did they protest in verse 41b? What did Jesus say to these protesters in verses 42-47? What were they aware of according to verse 46? Why were they unable to hear what Jesus said even when they couldn’t deny that Jesus spoke the truth of God? What is characteristic of the children of the devil?

*  Before Abraham was born, I am (48-59)

10. vv. 48-51. How did the Jews retaliate against Jesus in verse 48? What is the truth of their slanderous words according to verse 49? What was Jesus seeking by being faithful in honoring his Father according to verse 50? (cf. v. 21)  What does Jesus’ effort in seeking the glory of the Father to honor him in turn do for anyone who keeps his words? What do you learn in the general description of the recipient of the blessing as “anyone”? (cf. v. 43)

11. vv. 52-59. Why did the Jews become sure that Jesus was demon-possessed? What did they know? According to Jesus’ words in 54-55, what did they not know? According to his words in verse 55, why was their ignorance a lie? What was Jesus doing in his promise in verse 51, therefore, according to his words in verse 54? What have they been doing? How different was their father Abraham according to verse 56? What was the difference between Abraham and them according to verses 56-59? What did Jesus reveal when they picked up stones to kill him?

