JESUS INVITES THE THIRSTY

John 7:1-53

Key Verse: 7: 37

1. vv. 1-2. Why did Jesus limit his ministry around Galilee? Why did the Jews in Jerusalem want to kill him? (ref. 5:17,18). When is the Jewish Feast of Tabernacles? (ref. ?). What do you learn in verses 1-2 about this stage of Jesus’ ministry and his situation?

2. vv. 3-8. What did Jesus’ brothers urge him to do? What did they mean? What does the author mean in his comment on their words in verse 5? Why did Jesus think that it was not the right time for him to go to the Feast? What is the world which Jesus refers to here? Why can the world not hate Jesus’ brothers? Why did the world hate Jesus? What is the truth of the world’s hatred of Jesus? Do you agree with Jesus or with the world? What do we learn of Jesus in verse 7? What do you learn of Jesus in his attitude of waiting for the right time? What did he mean by the right time?

3. vv. 9-15. How did Jesus go the Feast? What was happening in the Feast? When and where did Jesus make a public appearance? What was the Jews’response? (ref. v.1)

4. vv. 16-24. What is the source of Jesus’ teaching? How can a person verify Jesus’ teaching is from God? How can a person do God’s will? How does Jesus reason that his teaching is truth? How does the law given them by Moses help their discernment? How did they violate the law?  Why did they want to kill Jesus? (ref. 5:8-10). Didn’t God command those who violate the Sabbath be stoned? What is the point of Jesus’ reasoning in verses 21-23 regarding their anger against his healing work on the Sabbath? Is he teaching that the healing of a man is above the law? Is it right to disregard the law when the human need is served? What is judging by mere appearances in the example of the healing of a man on the Sabbath? What is a right judgment in the example?

5. vv. 25-29. Where was Jesus teaching at this time? Why were some in Jerusalem surprised at this point? How did they compare in verse 27 their knowledge of Jesus with the knowledge to know Christ? What did Jesus cry out then? How many times is the word “know” repeated in verses 25-31? What did the people think they knew? What did they know according to Jesus? Why did they not know of God?  What did they become ignorant of as a result? 

6. vv. 30-36. What strange thing happened then, according to verses 30-31? Why did the Pharisees and the chief priest send guards to arrest him? What did Jesus tell them in verses 33-34? What did he mean? What did he mean by saying “where I am” in verse 34? What did the Jews speculate of his words? Why couldn’t they understand him? 

7. vv. 37-39. What great invitation did Jesus give on the last day of the Feast? Who is he that he could make such an offer? To whom was his invitation given? What does it mean to be thirsty? Upon what did he base his promise? What did Jesus mean by this promise? When and how would this promise be fulfilled? 

8. vv. 40-53. What happened because of Jesus’ words of invitation? Why did some believe and some reject? Why did the guards not arrest Jesus according to their words in verse 46? How did the Pharisees retort?  Who was Nicodemus? What did he suggest? Why was the reasonable suggestion rejected? What can we learn here about the reason of Jesus’ arrest and his eventual death on the cross? What do you learn of Jesus in this passage? SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
