TO FEED ON JESUS, THE BREAD OF LIFE

John 6:1-71

Key verse: 6:35

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1*  Jesus feeds the five thousand (6:1-13)

1. vv.1-5. What is indicated about the time in the name change of the Sea of Galilee and the mention of the Passover? Who followed Jesus? Why had they followed Jesus? What did Jesus ask Philip in the situation? In light of verses 1-5, what do you learn of Jesus’ mind in this question?

2. v. 6. What did Jesus mean “to test” Philip? Why and for what purpose did Jesus test Philip? What do you think Jesus already had in mind to do? What do you learn of Jesus in verse 6?

3. vv. 7-13. What was Philip’s answer? Who spoke up at this time? What did Andrew say? What do you learn from Philip? What do you learn from Andrew? What did Jesus say at this time? What did Jesus do then? What happened as a result? What do you learn of Jesus here?

*  It is I; don’t be afraid (14-21)

4. vv. 14, 15. How did the people interpret the experience of Jesus feeding the five thousand? What did they intend to do? Why do you think they wanted a king in view of their words in verse 14? Why do you think they wanted Jesus to be their king? What did Jesus do in the situation? Why did he withdraw from the crowd? What do you think Jesus intended in view of his words and actions in verses 1-14?

5. vv. 16-21. While Jesus withdrew to a mountain by himself, what did the disciples do? What was their sailing experience in crossing the lake? When and how did Jesus come to them? What was their response? What did Jesus say to them? How did the disciples respond to Jesus’ encouraging words? What did they experience as a result? What do you think Jesus intended to teach his disciples in this experience? (ref. Mark 6:51b-52; Mk 8:14-21)

*  Jesus, the bread of God (22-40)

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1


6. vv. 22-29. How had the crowd prompted to search for Jesus? According to Jesus’ word in verse 26, what motivated them to look for Jesus? Why does the motivation matter according to Jesus’ teaching in verse 27? In light of verses 27 and 28, what is the work for the food that endures to eternal life? In light of Jesus’ teaching in verses 26-29, what went wrong with their desperate search for Jesus? What could be the outcome of their practice of the teaching in verse 29?

7. vv. 30-33. What did the crowd demand of Jesus? In what aspect was the manna event a reasonable counter to Jesus’ teaching in verse 29? What was the foundation of their religion according to verse 31? (cf. v.26)  Notice the tense of Jesus’ teaching in verses 32 and 33. What is the truth of the manna experience? What is the bread from heaven which Jesus refers to in verse 32a? What is the true bread from heaven in verse 32b? What is the core truth of the manna event according to Jesus’ teaching in verse 33? 

8. vv. 34-40. What did they ask of Jesus now? At their request, what did Jesus declare in verse 35? Why couldn’t the promise in verse 35 be true to them? Why did they fail to come to Jesus according to verse 36? Who will come to Jesus according to verses 37 and 38? Didn’t the crowd seek Jesus and came to him with much effort? What went wrong with them? (cf. vv. 26, 27)  What is God’s will given to those who come to Jesus according to verses 37-40? How could the crowd believe in Jesus according to verse 40? (cf. v. 36)

*  You have the words of eternal life (41-71) 

9. vv. 41-47. In what aspect was the Jews’ grumbling about Jesus reasonable? Why did Jesus tell them to stop grumbling according to verses 43-45? Who comes to Jesus? What would Jesus do for the person who comes to him? How can a man listen to the Father whom no one has seen? Why is to believe is to have eternal life? What is to believe according to verses 41-47?

10. vv. 48-58. What are the differences between the bread of life and manna according to verse 49 and 50? What is the bread of life according to Jesus’ words in verse 51b, “This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world”? Why did the Jews begin to argue sharply among themselves? Why must we eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood according to verse 53? What does Jesus mean? What happens to a person who eats Jesus’ flesh and drinks his blood according to verse 54?  What is feeding on his flesh and his blood according to verses 55-58?

11. vv. 59-65. What does the author indicate by mentioning Capernaum here? How did the disciples respond to Jesus’ teaching about eating his flesh and drinking his blood? What did Jesus teach the grumblers in verses 61-64a? What did Jesus teach his disciples about the flesh and the Spirit? How is the Spirit related to the spirit? What do you learn of Jesus in verse 64b? What did he mean in his teaching in verses 61-65?  

12. vv. 66-71. Why did many disciples no longer follow Jesus? Why did the Twelve remain according to Peter? What did Jesus reply? What did he mean that he had chosen them? What do you learn of Jesus here?

