I WHO SPEAK TO YOU AM HE

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1


John 4:1-54



Key Verse: 4:26

“Then Jesus declared, ‘I who speak to you am he.’”
Jesus declares himself to be the Messiah in John chapter 4. We will learn what he meant in the stories of the Samaritan woman who reflected the truth of Samaria and of the royal official who represented the unbelieving people of Israel.
I.  Jesus speaks with a thirsty Samaritan woman (1-38)

In the opening verses of 4:1-4 is the information of why Jesus visited Samaria. “The Pharisees heard that Jesus was gaining and baptizing more disciples than John, although in fact it was not Jesus who baptized, but his disciples. When the Lord learned of this, he left Judea and went back once more to Galilee. Now he had to go through Samaria.” Jesus visited Samaria on his way back to Galilee. He had been in Judea and now he was going home. He took his residence in Capernaum, Galilee since he began his public ministry. But in 4:1-3, we read that Jesus left Judea when he heard the Pharisees’ sensitivity to the increasing popularity of his ministry. What does the news of their sensitivity have to do with his move back to Galilee? The common explanation has been that he avoided conflict with the Pharisees. But we do not know why he decided to go back at this time. There is no explanation of what was going on in his mind. If the reason for his move had to do with managing his ministry, then going back to Galilee at this point was not wise. The public’s response was good. The logical next step could have been expanding his influence. Also, we can not say that he was afraid of the Pharisees’ jealousy or criticism nor can we rationalize his move back to Galilee as a strategic withdrawal.
But why do we bother with knowing the reason of his move? It is because we can perhaps see a glimpse of his truth. There are three things which can help us to know the truth. The first thing to consider is why Jesus had been in Judea. He visited Jerusalem in Judea to keep the Passover Feast. The attendance was a mandatory requirement for all the Jewish males over 12 years old. But for Jesus, the Passover Feast was the preparation. He would be crucified in the next Passover according to John’s gospel’s account of his ministry. Within this time frame of one year, Jesus was following a sort of schedule to offer himself as the Lamb of God.
That observation leads us to the second discovery in light of what he did in Jerusalem. He cleansed the temple during the Passover. He awakened people from their obsession with the administration of the feast to the worship of God by cleansing the temple. But his action to cleanse the temple was more than for the education of the people. His zeal consumed him. As we saw, the religious leaders began plotting to kill him from this occasion. Jesus embodied God’s purpose of instituting the Passover by offering himself as the Lamb of God. He served God’s purpose given in the Passover by enabling the people of Israel to worship God with the shedding of his blood for them. Thus, he served God’s purpose in the Passover Feast. He did not just keep the requirement of the Passover attendance in order to enjoy the occasion as many do during Christmas which is our Passover.
The jealousy of the Pharisees was something like an alarm, not the trigger. It went off to remind Jesus of the schedule to visit Samaria on his way back to Galilee. He had something to do in Samaria which was equally important and holy as the preparation of himself for the next Passover. The word “left” in verse 1 means leaving something to itself, to its own fate. He served God in the Passover. Even the religious leaders could not deny him. He was violent in the temple. He claimed the temple to be his Father’s. He claimed that he would build the temple in three days. Yet no one could interfere with him. Still, the religious leaders ended in jealousy. They would crucify Jesus with their jealousy just as their ancestor Cain killed his brother Abel with the same reason. The Lord Jesus left the Pharisees to their jealousy. That meant he committed them into the hands of God who would wash them all with his blood. We should never misunderstand Jesus’ attitude of leaving them as despise. He left the ever and always jealous Pharisees in God’s hand and went to Samaria.
The third discovery is in the words “had to” in verse 4 and the clue is consistent with the previous observation. His trip to Samaria was a designed action. Jesus did not just stop by at Samaria. He had something to do there. As we will learn in his conversation with the Samaritan woman, he declared himself to be the Messiah there. We will learn what he meant in his conversation with the Samaritan woman. That will help us to hear what Jesus Christ answers us Christians who are left with the many complex challenges of our times. The story of the royal official’s faith in the second half of this chapter will help us who never believe.
Look at verses 4-6. “Now he had to go through Samaria. So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about the sixth hour.” The illustration in these verses is like a beautiful, live picture interwoven with God’s history.  A watchful reader can easily appreciate the beauty of this eternal picture by reading the emotional reminiscence of the history in the words, Samaria, Jacob, his son, Joseph, and Jesus; in the descriptive words of their actions and condition, such as Jacob had given to his son Joseph or Jesus was tired and sat down by the well.
What was Samaria? We learn in verse 9 that the people were a shame to the Jews. Samaria was the region between Galilee in the north and Judea in the south. The region originally belonged to the northern kingdom of Israel when the nation was divided in 876 B.C. But in 722 B.C., about 150 years later, the northern kingdom fell into the hands of the Assyrians and the majority of the northern Israelites were dispersed among the different regions of the Assyrian Empire. The Assyrians wanted to wipe out the always rebellious people of Israel by deporting them and dispersing them among the many regions. They moved people from other regions to Samaria and forced those Israelites who remained to give their daughters to these foreigners. Samaritans were, thus, the result of the intermarriages. They still kept the Hebrew religion though they somewhat modified it. The Jewish people did not consider them as Gentiles but as a kind of schismatic and maintained a close relationship with them before and after the fall of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. (ref. 2 Ch. 30:1; 2 Ki. 23:19,20; Je. 41:5). But their relationship became sour and even bitter when the Jews returned to Jerusalem from their Babylonian exile. The Jews wanted to rebuild the temple and the city walls but the ruling classes in Samaria opposed and hindered it. With the arrival of Ezra and Nehemiah, the tension grew deeper. The two leaders of the Jews had zeal to keep the purity of their race and religion. So they rejected the offer of help from the Samaritans because they did not want to be mixed with the unclean people. When one of the high priest’s son married Sanballat’s daughter, the leader of Samaria, Nehemiah expelled the young man. Since then, the Jews and the Samaritans did not associate with each other (ref. Ez 4:1-24; Neh 2:19 4:1-23; 6:1-14; 12:10-11; 13:28).
But what does Samaria have to do with Jacob or with his love for his son Joseph?  Among the vanished ten tribes of Israel were the descendants of the two sons of Joseph, Ephraim and Manasseh. For sure, the Samaritans were not exactly the descendants of Jacob, Joseph, or his two sons. The land was barren and the weather was hot and weary. The land was stained with the history of sad and tragic events. Now, there was no remaining trace of God’s work to make the nation of Israel in the person Jacob. But when Jesus saw the land of Samaria, he remembered Jacob and his love for his son Joseph which was still testified in the gift of the well. Jesus came to make this reality true. That is why he had to come to Samaria. He had to come there in order to bring all those sadness and bitterness, the failure of God’s chosen people, in fact, their sin, into the fruition of life and glory. They did fail. But God wasn’t dead. Nor did he fail. He sent his Son to complete the work of his calling of Jacob. Jesus was born to us. He was a man. He was tired. He was thirsty. He was so tired that he had to sit down by the well where he sizzled under the sun’s heat. He offered himself that way to declare God’s liberation of Samaria by sending the Messiah to the people and making them a new creation in his mercy. May Jesus be the Messiah to the many contemporary Samaritans.
His conversation with the Samaritan woman in 4:7-26 illustrates how the Messiah unfolded his grace. Let’s follow his conversation step by step. Look at verse 7. When the stage was set, the heroine appeared and Jesus began to talk with her.  “When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, ‘Will you give me a drink?’ (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?’ (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.’”
As we think about the history of the Samaritans, no one could reverse their sad history. Their existence was a loud testimony that there is such a thing as fate. The relationship between the Jews and the Samaritans was in a deadly gridlock like the situation between the nation of Israel and the Palestinians, and now between Christianity and Islam. North Korea is in a gridlock situation with the rest of the world as well. But here is Jesus. He destroyed the gridlock and defied fate by his word of humility. Let’s read verse 7. “When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, ‘Will you give me a drink?’” May his gospel be the same message to the Islamic people, to Kim Jungil, to the people of Israel, and to the Palestinians.

As expected, the woman’s response to Jesus’ request was negative. What do we learn from Jesus’ answer to the woman’s objectionable reply? He encouraged her to get out of her self-imposed gridlock by calling her attention to him.  We see that in verse 11. She cringed, but now she responded. Once you respond to Jesus, you are saved. Her world consisted of the Jews and the Samaritans, man and woman, and the problems between the two with no answer. Jesus introduced the gift of God and himself. He even offered the living water of which she never even heard. We can say what Jesus said to her in verse 10 is the message to all who are in their own prison. Let’s read it.

What could be “the gift of God”? (ref. Ro 6:23) What is knowing the gift of God that would have enabled the woman to ask for the living water? We try to define what the gift is and we try to define how knowing Jesus would be the difference in her. But we are not clear. We do not know any better than the woman. Actually we are benefited with her bold and sincere response to Jesus. Look at what she said.  “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and herds?” Obviously, she interpreted the teaching of the living water in a literal sense. But she did not stop there. She quoted Jacob. As we think about her statement, her claim of Jacob as her ancestor is questionable. But we learn from her that she brought before Jesus all she relied on to this day. Jacob was her hero. The deep well which never failed to quench the thirst of her people and her for the last two thousand years was the testimony on which she hanged to go through the challenges of her life. We can see that God’s work in Jacob made her bold and challenging and even bright, brighter than Nicodemus.  It didn’t matter whether she was aware of God. We just praise God. Thank God that this Bible story is wide spread today. Let the old stories of the Bible reach to the ends of the earth.  We should pray that God may call many young women in this country and in Canada, Mexico, South America, and all the Christian countries. We should because God gave them the Bible stories according to the example of the Samaritan woman. Perhaps that is why we pray to raise HNWs in America. May God bless our CBF and the many Sunday schools.
Obviously, Jesus was pleased with her rapid progress. So he pushed aside the junk, the question about whether he was greater than Jacob, and leveled up his teaching in verse 13 by focusing on the issue of living water. We should learn from Jesus how we can respect the Bible student. Look at verses 13 and 14. Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
What difference does the water which Jesus gives bring to a man who drinks it? It will become a spring of water which wells up to eternal life. In some sense, he is teaching her what he said in verse 10. We do not need an explanation of what thirst is for we know we are thirst. We know every one on earth is thirsty for something. We learn from his teaching that eternal life is the answer to the thirst. The sad thing is that this precious knowledge is dumped by many. Instead of coming to Jesus to ask for eternal life, many get stuck in the argument of what eternal life is or what the thirst can be and so on. We should learn again from the woman. How did she respond to Jesus’ promise of the water in verse 14? How did her attitude toward Jesus change? The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.” She was tired of the labor. What is your burden? Confess it to Jesus and ask for the living water.
At her request for the water, what did Jesus tell her to do? Look at verses 16 and 17. He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.” “I have no husband,” she replied. Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.” We have to tighten our belt if we want to follow the fast moving conversation between Jesus and the woman. In light of Jesus’ exposure of her marital status, we can say he put his finger on the problem of sin (ref. Gen 3:16). We do not know why she married five times. We do not know why she lived with a boyfriend. But her life could be summed up in the marriage story. For some reason, she was burdened with her marriage though she persistently married five times. We might say she thought her problem was her husband or her marriage and others thought the same way. Why do you think he said she was right and true? Jesus brought her to truth. When she confessed her truth, she was established on the truth and in God. Jesus’ grace even reached to this extent. Do you remember 3:21? “But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God.”  What? What she has done has been done through God? Indeed! Praise Jesus! Do not poke around the sore spots of God’s flock. But we should pray that Jesus’ words in verses 17 and 18 be heard by many, especially by the many women.
Look at verses 19-24. We have seen in her response how she was blossoming because of Jesus. But in these verses, she was making a great leap of growth. “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.” The mountain was probably Mt. Gerizim on which the Samaritans erected a shrine. She was asking for an answer from Jesus to the theological gridlock, which is far worse than the political, racial or historical problems. May Jesus’ answer in verses 21-24 be heard by the many Catholics, the Eastern Orthodox, the Islam people, and the many schisms in the Protestant churches. Let’s read them. Jesus declared, “Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.”
Jesus shattered the teaching about ancestry, place of worship, and theology which provided all the rationale by revealing the truth of God: God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth. What does he mean? By his coming, man is exposed to the presence of God. By his coming, all the follies of men, especially the sin on which they operated, are exposed as their truth. By his coming, they existed before God. Man is to worship God in Jesus’ gospel. Let us not hide in sin any more. May the gospel of Jesus create 120 who worship God in spirit and in truth. Look at what Jesus created in the woman. Let’s read verses 25 and 26.  The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.” Then Jesus declared, “I who speak to you am he.” Nobody knew she was longing for the Messiah. She did not know either.  She was buried under lies and was dying but Jesus came and made her to know that she was waiting for the Messiah. He gave himself to her.
Just when the creation of the new woman was completed, Jesus’ disciples returned. But they were just surprised to find him talking with a woman. No one asked, “What do you want?” or “Why are you talking with her?” Their minds were clogged with those questions. Then they saw the woman, leaving her water jar, running back to the town and talking to the people. She said, “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?” Then the disciples saw many come out of the town and made their way toward Jesus. They didn’t know what to say. So they said what they knew. His disciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat something.” They cared for Jesus in their own way. Jesus loved them and said, “I have food to eat that you know nothing about.” The disciples said to each other, “Could someone have brought him food?” “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. Do you not say, ‘Four months more and then the harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. Even now the reaper draws his wages, even now he harvests the crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. Thus the saying ‘One sows and another reaps’ is true. I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labor.” I used to think of Jesus’ teaching as idealism. I could never understand what his food was. This time, I have learned that Jesus was talking about God’s joy which is given to those who are new creation.
II.  Jesus creates faith in the royal official (39-54)

Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I ever did.” So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days.  And because of his words many more became believers. They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.” Jesus will send his apostles to them again after his resurrection. The Samaritans will be God’s own as was prophesied in the Old Testament.

In 4:43-54, Jesus creates faith in a royal official who came to Jesus because of his dying son. By healing the son with his word, Jesus created faith in the official. We need to think of what he said in verse 48. When the official came to Jesus for help, he said, “Unless you people see miraculous signs and wonders,” Jesus told him, “you will never believe.” So he helped the royal official to go home with trust in his word. He declared himself to be the Messiah that way. His work on the royal official would be remembered as the second miraculous sign to create belief in the many and give life.
