 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1GOD GAVE HIS ONE AND ONLY SON

John 3:1-36

Key Verse: 3:16

*  Jesus speaks with Nicodemus (1-21)

1. vs. 1-3. Who was Nicodemus? What can we learn about him in the description of his status from verse 1? What did he say? Why do you think he said that? What did Jesus reply? Why had Nicodemus come to Jesus according to Jesus’ reply in verse 3? What did Jesus know about Nicodemus? (ref. 2:24,25; 3:3) 

2. vs. 4-5. What point of Jesus’ words did Nicodemus question? In his answer from verse 5, to what did Jesus lead Nicodemus’ attention? What do you think it means to “see” or to “enter” the kingdom of God? According to Jesus, what did Nicodemus need in order to see and enter the kingdom of God? What does it mean to be “born of water and the Spirit”? (ref. Titus 3:5; Ro 2:29: Jn 1:12,13)

3. vs. 6-8. What did Jesus point out in verses 6-7? What is your understanding of the teaching in verse 6? How did Jesus explain the difference between the man born of the Spirit and the man born of flesh? (ref. Jn 14:26; 16:8-14)

4. vs. 9-15. What was Nicodemus’ question at this point? For what did Jesus rebuke Nicodemus in verses 10-12? What was the reason of Nicodemus’ inability to understand, to accept and to believe? What could be “the earthly things” and “the heavenly things” which Jesus was referring to? Why was Jesus uniquely qualified to testify to the heavenly things? Why must he, the only person who can testify to the heavenly things, be lifted up? (ref. Num 21:4-9) What does Jesus teach us here by calling himself the Son of Man? How can Nicodemus believe in Jesus in light of verses 13-15? 

5. v. 16. What is testified to the identity of Jesus in verse 16? Why and for what purpose did God give his Son? What does verse 16 testify about God’s love for the world? For the Son? For the believers?

6. vs. 17-18. For what did God send his Son? What was in God’s mind? (ref. 2Pe 3:9). What is it to believe in Jesus’ name? (ref. 1:12). What happens to the one who believes in Jesus’ name and to the one who does not? What is the significance of Jesus’ name?

7. vs. 19-21. How is the other side of the truth of God giving (sending) his Son expressed in verse 19a? What is the verdict? Why did men love darkness and not the Light? (19) Why do some people hate the light? (20) How can some men come into the light? What does their labor to come into the light reveal?

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1*  John the Baptist testifies to Jesus (22-36)

8. v. 22. What did Jesus do “after this”? What do you learn of Jesus here?

9. vs. 23-30. What was John doing at this time? What was the argument which arose in his work of baptism? Why did John’s disciples seem to resent Jesus? What did John testify in his reply to the concerned disciples? What does John testify by saying, “A man can receive only what is given him from heaven? What does he mean by saying, “The bride belongs to the bridegroom”? What was John’s joy? What did John mean by saying, “He must become greater; I must become less”? What is the point of John’s testimony of Jesus in verses 27-30?

10. vs. 31-32.
From where did Jesus come? What does his origin testify to us about him?  Why is Jesus’ testimony valid? What is man’s response to his testimony? What is it to “accept” Jesus’ testimony?

11. vs. 33-36. What is testified, therefore, by the man who has accepted Jesus’ testimony? What does it mean to certify that God is truthful?  How is it certified that God is true by the man who has accepted Jesus’ testimony? What has the Father done for his Son? What does it mean that the Father “has placed everything in (the Son’s) hands”? How does our response to the Son affect us? 

