JESUS PERFORMED THE FIRST OF HIS MIRACULOUS SIGNS SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
John 2:1-25
Key Verse: 2:11
“This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed at Cana in Galilee.

He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in him.”
The first line of today’s key verse is better understood by referring to the Greek words and the translation of the KJV. The Greek word which is translated as “first” in 2:11 is the same word that is translated as “beginning” in 1:1. The word “performed” is translated in the KJV as “manifestly declared” and the literal meaning is “manifested forth.” In other words, the author gives us the impression that he sees the beginning of the creation of the new world in Jesus’ manifestation of his glory in the wedding at Cana. We are more assured of the intention of the author because he quotes the last event of Jesus’ ministry, the resurrection from the dead by which he created belief in the disciples, in the testimony of Jesus’ act of cleansing the temple in the second half of today’s passage. The argument whether the wedding took place on the third day from the time of Jesus’ calling of his disciples or from the time of the beginning of his public ministry is, therefore, simply foolish. The arguments whether the cleansing of the temple happened at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry or in the later times or whether Jesus cleansed the temple twice are all absurd and idle talk. Even the argument whether the calling of the disciples or Jesus’ baptism by John the Baptist was the beginning of his ministry should be silenced. The author saw the first ray of the forceful manifestation of the majestic glory of the One and Only as he recalls every beautiful, glorious and magnificent acts and words of Jesus in his appearing in the first week. In the wedding, he sees the highlight of the beautiful acts of our Lord, the wedding of the Bridegroom to us, the everlasting salvation to us. He remembers the resurrection of the dead in relation to the event as well. He teaches us that for those who are loved by Jesus everyday is the first day of new creation. Those who are loved by Jesus wake up every morning with thrilling expectation as the new bride on her wedding day. May everyday be the new wedding day for you from this study.
I.  At the wedding in Cana (1-11)

2:1 begins, “On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee.”  Though we can not explain the mystery enough, we know that the wedding day is special for the couple as well as the guests. But this particular wedding became a very special, historical, unforgettable, even an eternal event which was full of grace and truth because of Jesus’ presence in the event. That all happened because “Jesus’ mother was there, and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding.” 
Look at 2:3 and be surprised that the wedding became the occasion for the revelation of God’s glory when something really embarrassing happened. Evidently, wine was essential to celebrate the wedding for the Jewish people in those days. They did not just sip the wine as some do in a showy, fashionable wedding. According to verse 10, obviously the host family would provide wine generously and the guests relaxed and had what the alcoholics today call “happy hour” until they got drunk. Now, in this wedding, the wine was gone. Only when they get drunk could the guests relax from the daily frustration and stress to join the joy of the wedding and become a part of the experience. We can understand that running out of wine could have been more than a problem in the wedding ceremony. They couldn’t replace the wine with grape juice because no one gets drunk with grape juice. The joy of the wedding would be gone. The occasion would be remembered as the unforgettable, embarrassing experience. The symbolism of this event is that the gospel of Jesus is like wine to our soul. If it is a mere intellectual property and doesn’t make your heart beat faster as the wine does, then you haven’t tasted it yet.
2:3 tells us that Jesus’ mother involved herself in the situation. We do not know why she made herself involved with the problem of the wedding. Some speculate that this wedding happened with one of her relatives. But we rather learn from her stewardship. We do not know why she spoke of the problem to Jesus or why she simply stated the situation instead of asking him to do something. But we should learn from her that she took the problem to Jesus. That was her stewardship. We have a similar attitude in Abraham in Genesis chapter 19. He took the problem of Sodom and Gomorrah as well as the survival of Lot as a steward of God. That should be the reason of our prayer for raising 120 and the stewardship is what we pray for them to have. 
Look at 2:4. How did Jesus answer her? “Dear woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My time has not yet come.” Everything in his answer is strange.  Why did Jesus address Mary as “Dear woman” and not “mother”? We learn in Jesus’ attitude of respectful but firm separation of himself from Mary. We find the same expression in John 19:26, 27. He is no more her son. He is given to God as the Lamb of God to take away the sin of the world. He is not involved with the civilian affairs. He is not a wine provider or an insurance of the happiness forever. His words should awaken us. We consider him as if he is for us. He is for God and for God only. That is how he is for us. His words should help us to outgrow our childishness and meet the gospel of Jesus with reverence. When we were young we thought like a child. That was fine. But we shouldn’t remain there. If we do when we are supposed to be shepherds then that is not cute. That is a sign of retardation. We should grow toward maturity. We should grow to maturity to know Jesus more that we may testify to him. 
He said, “My time has not yet come.” What was he referring to by “my time”? Was he asking Mary to wait, simply refused to get involved, or did he mean something else? We learn in Jesus’ attitude of being watchful of “his time”, the total submission to God for the guidance. We also learn from him to become conscious of time. There is a chronological time. For example, today is December 12th, 2004. There is also the time to be born and the time to die. Jesus means the second aspect of time here. He was dead to the world and alive to God. Those who listen to God attentively recognize the second aspect of the time. The seriousness of knowing the second aspect of time is that the knowledge makes you either alive or dead. If we are driven with our own desire or enslaved to other people, we can never live that time. We flow down the stream of our life like a dead fish, perish, and become forgotten in oblivion. For such an existence, it is true that from the time you were born you are in the process of your death. Though Jesus didn’t mean it here, there is a third aspect of time. That is expressed as “the right time” in John 7:6, the time when God the Father, God the Spirit, and God the Son meet together with complete, absolute, and final preparation of everything, every man, and every creation. Jesus’ birth came on that right time as well as his crucifixion, his resurrection, and to the amazement of the author at the wedding in Cana, Jesus’ performance of the first of his miraculous signs. What amazes us is that God the Son waited for God in humility and submission until the right time came. The third aspect of time is therefore rightly called the Time, the Beginning. We can understand why the author of the epistle to Hebrews called that today the Today.  When we listen to the gospel of Jesus, we are invited to live in the reality of the Today where we rejoice in the glory of God. May the gospel of Jesus call the many who live another boring day to live eternal life. Look at verse 4 again. What was Jesus saying to Mary in verse 4? To wrap up all what we have thought about above, we can say he meant that he is waiting for God. 
Look at 2:5 and be surprised with Mary. “His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’” Some people say she trusted Jesus. I agree. But there is something strange about her instruction. We learn from her attitude that she let go of the problem and welcomed Jesus with full acceptance of him. How could she do that? She could because he separated himself from her. Praises be to Jesus. The word “whatever” may mislead some. The total commitment to Jesus to love him is not carelessness of our life as some religious fanatics would say.  Rather she means to prepare the servants to serve Jesus. We should learn that she did not allow the pressing situation to dominate her or the servants when she listened to Jesus’ words of separation of himself from her.  She was in charge of the situation.
Look at verse 6. “Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons.”  Why does the author mention the water jars? The water jars had nothing to do with the desperate situation of the lack of wine. He did so because Jesus did another strange thing. Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” So they filled them to the brim. Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.” They did. What was the result? Verses 9-10 say, “…and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside and said, ‘Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.’”
The comment of the banquet master who knew nothing about the miracle provides us the clue to trust the credibility of this event. But we are not sure what exactly we can learn from this miraculous event. Some draw the lesson to talk about obedience from the attitude of the servants. They filled the jars with water when the whole wedding was in jeopardy. We are not sure if the water became wine when they drew it and brought it to the banquet master. But they did. The expression that “they did so” gives us an impression that there was a risk.  Others compare the gospel to wine and the water to the boring existence of human life without Jesus. However the fact that this was a miraculous event limits our comprehensibility.  That is why we should turn to the author’s comment in 2:11. 

What is the author’s comment on the event? “This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed at Cana in Galilee. He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in him.” The turning of water into wine was beyond human explanation. Obviously Jesus did the miracle with the intention to declare the new beginning which has come to us by his appearing. His intention is well expressed with the carefully chosen words of the author. He calls the miraculous event as the first of Jesus’ miraculous signs. What does the author testify to us by using the word “signs” instead of “miracles” or “wonders”? (ref. Act 2:22) Both miracles and wonders are more for the display of the power and glory of the performer and for the purpose of giving a strong impact on the viewers. But the signs imply the tender, patient guidance of a motherly shepherd of his sheep. The signs imply appealing rather than forcing. The author records eight signs in John’s gospel (ref. 2:1-11; 4:46-50;  5:1-47;  6:1-14; 6:15-21; 9:1-41; 11:1-4; 21:1-14) and the common characteristic shared by the eight “signs” in John’s gospel are life-giving, love and care. In other words, the author sees the gospel of Jesus as the sign, and we know that the ultimate sign is the resurrected Christ Jesus from the dead. May the signs call the dead to life. May the gospel of Jesus call the many who are in darkness into his marvelous light.
What is the glory which Jesus revealed in this event? He displayed who he is and what he is in relation to the blessing of the wedding by turning water into wine. He was led by the Spirit ever since he was baptized by John the Baptist. Of course, the Spirit was with him from his birth, even from the beginning. But from the time of his appearing, he submitted to the guidance of the Spirit and the Spirit remained on him. At this wedding, Jesus waited for God’s guidance by the Spirit and blessed the wedding at the opportune time. In every wedding, he would be remembered. Every time when the wine is gone, whatever that may represent in our lives, he would be remembered by his people that they may come to him as Mary did. All we can see are the religious rituals such as the ceremonial washing and the tools for the boring rituals like the water jars and so we run out of joy. However, he would be remembered and he will be the unspeakable joy for those who seek him. Though they don’t know what they do but they listen to him and do what they are convicted of. We learn from the disciples what we are talking about more specifically. Verse 11 says that Jesus revealed his glory and they put their faith in him. In this case, faith means unreserved transfer of trust from themselves to Jesus. May the beautiful story of the wedding at Cana call the many who struggle to carry out their life of faith to Jesus.
II.  At the temple in Jerusalem (2:12-23)

What did Jesus do after he performed the first of his miraculous signs at the wedding in Cana? 2:12 says, “After this he went down to Capernaum with his mother and brothers and his disciples. There they stayed for a few days.” We learn from this record that the author means to indicate that Jesus moved to Capernaum and that he virtually lived with his disciples. He was no more a private person. We also learn in Jesus’ attitude of staying in Capernaum that he was waiting for God (ref. 2:4). When you take a public life, the duty runs your life. When you begin a certain mission, you are run over by the mission. That was not the case in Jesus. God was running his mission and his life. He committed himself to God and to the guidance of the Spirit, not to his zeal. We should learn his truth and join him in obedience and commitment to God in everything we do as Christians.
Verse 13 says, “When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem.” As we know in the Passover, all the Jewish males of age, probably older than 12, were required to come to Jerusalem. That is why Jesus went up to the city. But as we will see, his obedience to God’s requirement was not a passive attitude. He went there to declare his glory to all the Jews who came from all over the world. We notice that the author calls the Passover the “Jewish” Passover. We get the impression that the Passover became a mere Jewish practice just as the birth of Jesus became Christmas in our culture. That means Jesus went up to Jerusalem to declare the Passover as we will see in the following story. 

What did Jesus find in the temple courts? “In the temple courts he found men selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money” (14). What was the necessity of the business activities in the temple courts? Those animals were provided for offerings. As we know, the Jewish people could not offer just any animal. There were the many specific requirements for the animal sacrifices. Also they could not offer any coin, such as the Roman coins on which were the faces of the emperors or the foreign coins with the image of animals or idols. They had to be exchanged for the Jewish coins.  So what did Jesus do when he saw the business activities in the temple? Verse 15 says, “So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple area, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables.”  Why did he do that? Look at verse 16. To those who sold doves he said, “Get these out of here! How dare you turn my Father’s house into a market!” We should not say Jesus condemned all the MBAs. Then, what did Jesus mean that they turned his Father’s house into a market? He means God was missing. He also means the temple was his Father’s house. He was claiming his authority over the temple. His violent act shows that he is the Judge.  HHe meansHHHHe  

What was the response of the disciples? Verse 17 says, “His disciples remembered that it is written: ‘Zeal for your house will consume me.’” What was the unique place the temple had in the life of the Jewish people? The temple was the center of their existence (2Ch 7:12-16). What did Jesus reveal in his rebuke and in his violent actions according to the disciples’ response? He would be consumed for the purpose of establishing God’s temple. 

What did the Jewish leaders then demand of Jesus? Then the Jews demanded of him, “What miraculous sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all this?” What did they mean? They resisted his authority. What was Jesus’ answer? Jesus answered them in verse 19, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” How did the Jewish leaders understand Jesus’ words? The Jews replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days?” But the temple he had spoken of was his body.  

When and how did the disciples later recall Jesus’ answer? After he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. What effect did Jesus’ answer have on them as they recalled his words? Verse 22 says, “Then they believed the Scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken.” What does it mean that the disciples “believed the Scriptures and the words that Jesus had spoken”? That means their ears were opened to God and their hearts were united with Jesus. What do you learn in verse 22 that all the questions regarding the temple and the practice of temple worship were resolved in their belief? We learn that they worshiped God in spirit and in truth, in the Spirit (ref. Jn 4:24; 14:23). We also learn that the resurrection of Jesus from the dead affected them to believe. 

The disciples did not understand Jesus’ answer in 2:19 at the time. They experienced many things between this time and Jesus’ resurrection. What do you learn from their attitude of recalling Jesus’ words after his resurrection from the dead? They kept Jesus’ words in their minds through all the situations.  Thus, the words of Jesus became the foundation of the disciples’ faith. What is the author testifying to us by recalling the word of Jesus which created faith in the disciples? He is telling us that Jesus’ words is the Word, the Life and the Truth. 

Look at 2:23-25. “Now while he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many people saw the miraculous signs he was doing and believed in his name. But Jesus would not entrust himself to them, for he knew all men.” He did not need man’s testimony about man, for he knew what was in a man.”  May the gospel of Jesus create 120 who hold Jesus’ words in their hearts.
