THE FIRST TESTIMONIES SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 TO JESUS

John 1:19-51                                                                                                              Study 2

Key Verse: 1:29

*  Jesus stands among them  (19-28)

1. 1:19-22. On what occasion and to whom was given John’s testimony in 1:19-28? What did he confess freely? At hearing John’s free confession, what questions did the investigators ask him? What do you learn from John’s answers? What could have been their motive to investigate John’s identity? (ref. 1:25) 

2. 1:23. What did John say about himself? Why did he reply in the words of Isaiah? (ref. 1:26b) What might have been John’s intention of replying with the words in Isaiah? 

3. 1:24-25. At hearing John’s reply, what did the investigators ask him? What could have been their alternative question if they had listened to John’s reply? Why was John’s baptism a matter of serious concern for them? 

4. 1:26-27. With what authority did John baptize with water according to his answer in verses 26-27? (ref. 1:23,31,33-34) According to his answer in verses 26-27, what did John testify to by baptizing people with water? 

5. 1:28. Where was Jesus when John was testifying to him? (re. 1:26) Why was he standing there in the crowd quietly? (ref. 1:5,10,11,31,34) Why does the author identify the location where John made the first testimony?

*  Jesus comes toward John the Baptist (29-34)

6.  1:29. What did John experience the next day? What is declared in the first public appearance of Jesus according to John’s testimony? (ref. Lk 4:14-21; Mk 1:9-15; Mt 4:1-17) What did John mean that Jesus is the Lamb of God? (ref. Isaiah 40:1-44:23, esp. 40:1-5; 41:14; 42:1-4; 43:1; 44:14; 44:6; 44:23, etc.; Ex 12:12,13; Heb 9:14)

7. 1:30-34. What did John testify by his confession that Jesus “has surpassed” him? According to John’s gospel, for what purpose was the Baptist sent to baptize people with water? (31) What did John see when he baptized Jesus? (32) What is testified to John at Jesus’ baptism by him? (33-34) What is testified in Jesus’ appearance through John the Baptist? 

*  Come, and you will see (35-42)

8. 1:35-37. What did John see the next day? What did John testify as Jesus was passing by him? What did he mean? (ref. Amos 5:17) How did the two disciples respond to John’s testimony to Jesus? What do you learn from John and from the two disciples?

9. 1:38-39. What was Jesus’ question to the two? What did they want according to their answer? What was Jesus’ answer to their request? How did they respond to his invitation? What do you learn from the request of the two disciples? What do you learn from Jesus’ question and his words of invitation? (ref. Rev. 3:20; Mt 7:7,8)

10. 1:40-42a. Who was Andrew? What was the first thing he did after he had spent a day with Jesus? What did he testify to his brother Simon? What does Andrew’s conviction of Jesus testify to us? (ref. Jn 6:69-70; Ro 10:9,10)

11. 1:42b. Who is Simon now? Who will he be? What did Jesus reveal by prophesying that the young man would be called “The Rock” in our language? Who might be the “other disciple” who witnessed this very personal event? 

*  You shall see the Son of Man (43-51)

12. 1:43-45. Where did Jesus decide to go the next day? Who did he invite to go with him? What did Philip have in common with Andrew and Peter? What impact did Jesus’ calling have on Philip? What is testified through his conviction?

13. 1:46. Why was Nathanael skeptical about Philip’s conviction? What did Philip say? What do you learn from Philip? 

14. 1:47-51. What did Jesus reveal at his first encounter with Nathanael? What did the young man confess in verse 49? What did he mean? How could the young man make perhaps the most complete confession in the New Testament?  What is testified to Jesus through Nathanael’s confession? What did Jesus prophesy for the young man? What did the prophecy mean to Nathanael? In his recollection of the prophecy, what does the author testify to us?

