 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1THE WORD BECAME FLESH

John 1:1-18                                                                                                                      Study 1

Key Verse: 1:14

*  Jesus, the Eternal, the Creator and the Light (1-9)

1. 1:1-2. What was in the beginning? Give an example from your life how the knowledge of the beginning matters to your practical burden or problem. What is the Word? What does it mean, “In the beginning was the Word?” (ref. Ge 1:1). What testimony is drawn out of the premise in reference to the Word in verses 1 and 2? How is the Word related to God? On what basis could the author claim the bold premise in 1:1? (ref. 1:14) 

2. 1:3-4. How is the Word related to all things (3) and to men (4a)? What does the Word mean to men according to verse 4b? (Take note of the change of tense in verses 3-5.)

3. 1:5-9. What does the light in verse 5 refer to? (ref. 1:4). What might the darkness refer to? What does verse 5 mean? For what purpose did God send John the Baptist (6,7)? What does the true light do to every man (8-9)? Describe the work of the true light of giving light to every man as you understand it.

*  Jesus gave the right to become children of God (10-13)

4. 1:10-11. How did the world respond to the true light? How did his own treat him?

5. 1:12-13. What enabled some to receive him? What did the true light do for those who received him? What is the difference of the right to become children of God from the rights listed in verse 13? What does it mean for men to be given the right to become children of God? What else, instead of giving the right, could he do to those who believed in his name? Who is Jesus if he could give the right to become children of God? SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
*  Jesus is full of grace and truth (14-18)

6. 1:14. How does the author describe Jesus in verse 14a? How did he know Jesus is the Word who became flesh? (14b; ref 1Jo 1:1-4). What does it mean, “the Word became flesh?” What is the truth of his knowledge which is beyond human capacity?  What does he mean that Jesus is “full of grace and truth”? 

7. 1:15. What did John the Baptist testify concerning Jesus? How did he know the truth of Jesus? (ref. 1:31-34). How does the testimony of John the Baptist help our understanding of Jesus (ref. verse 1 and 14)? What do you learn from the testimony of John the Baptist which defies common sense?

8. 1:16-18.. What does the author imply with the word “the fullness” of Jesus’ grace? What does the fullness of his grace mean to men? What different gifts are we given through Moses and through Jesus?  How does the author explain the fullness of Jesus’ grace in verses 17-18? Explain what it means that “grace and truth came through Jesus Christ” (17) in light of verse 18 (ref. 14:6; 8:31,32; 18:37). Why is Jesus’ grace of making God known to us taken as the grace absolute? (18; 14:8-11).

