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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1THE WORD BECAME FLESH

John 1:1-18                                                                                                                Study 1                            

Key Verse: 1:14

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.

We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only,

who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”
John’s gospel begins with a premise in 1:1, “In the beginning was the Word.” This is a bold claim since nobody knows what the beginning is, at least yet, or what was in the beginning. But we immediately know that we are challenged with the premise. We have to accept the premise if we want to learn from John’s gospel, for John’s gospel must have been written in deductive method from the premise. I hope that we may answer the challenge through the study of today’s passage, 1:1-18, in which the author testifies to us the reason of his claim. It is obvious in 1:2-18 that the author saw that Jesus is God.  We will follow his words and learn what he means. 
I.  Jesus, the Eternal, the Creator and the Light (1-9)

What was in the beginning? Until he met Jesus, the author could at best say that God was in the beginning, since from his childhood he had learned Genesis 1:1, which says, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” But he didn’t know what he meant. One day came the breakthrough when he followed Jesus. He realized that Jesus knew all things. That day Jesus’ disciples said, “Now you are speaking clearly and without figures of speech. Now we can see that you know all things and that you do not even need to have anyone ask you questions. This makes us believe that you came from God” (16:29-30). “You believe at last!” Jesus answered. That is how the author could say, “In the beginning was the Word.” The Word means God’s conscience, which is expressed in the words in our Bible. The author understood that the all-knowing Jesus was God’s conscience, by which God created the heavens and the earth.

Once Jesus’ words became clear to him everything became clear to the author. The Bible testifies clearly that our God is a personal God. That means in the beginning was the Word, the all-knowing mind and conscience of God. That means the Word was with God. Since the Word was with God that means the Word was God. The conscience of God is called in verse 2, therefore, as “He,” since the conscience is the self-existing reality. The author makes it clear in this passage that such a bold claim is not a logical conclusion based on the human reasoning of his experience of Jesus.  The big claim is a simple confession of what he believed in Jesus. 
What do we learn from his confession in 1:1-2? We learn first of all what it means to believe in Jesus regarding the question of the beginning.  To believe in Jesus means we believe that in the beginning was the Word. Think about the implication. We often hear the sad story of many young people who trace their misery to the divorce of their parents. But John 1:1 says in the beginning of all those beginnings of the misery was the Word. In Jesus who knows all things is remembered the misery. The meaning that in Jesus is all the beginnings is that he is the answer as well. I hope you take an example from your life and write down how the knowledge of the beginning matters to your practical burden or problem. I hope those who believe in God also try for to say, “In the beginning was the Word,” is clearer than to say God was in the beginning. Praise Jesus who came. May he be the Lord and Savior of all. Secondly, we learn from the premise what it means to say God. God is the Father, and Jesus is the Son. The two are the One. In Jesus we see God, and in the study of the Old Testament we see the glory of Jesus Christ our Lord from Genesis 1:1. We are not abandoned in the speculation. When we read the Bible we hear God’s voice. When we pray we know we are in God’s presence. 

 Not only about the beginning or about God, we also know how the Word is related to all things and to men in verses 3 and 4. “Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men.” Take note of the present-perfect tense in verse 3. We know where we are standing is the holy ground. We know that in him is life. We know our every breath is coming from God and going back to God. We know that this ministry began from Jesus. We know that the beginning of our children is the Word. The teaching that in the beginning was the Word is eternal. We cannot exhaust the truth. Thank God for Jesus who gave the truth, “In the beginning was the Word.” We see God’s glory in all things and in everything. That awareness leads us to worship God with fear in all the things happening in our lives. How true it is that the life in him is the light of men.

Look at verse 5. “The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.” Some people have trouble understanding verse 5, because at first glance this verse seems to deny all our joy in Jesus. But that is not the case. Actually there is no trouble if we read verses 5-9 together because the author tells us what God did for us who are the darkness. “There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.”  

Verse 5 is a holy reminder that we do not possess or own the gospel. This verse calls for our repentance if we have operated on our understanding of the gospel. This verse teaches us that the gospel is an ambiguity unless you meet him with admittance that you are the darkness. Otherwise the darkness will be your light. But how can we meet him freshly? We should listen to John the Baptist and other witnesses in the Bible. Actually the whole Bible testifies to us the light. To be more precise, Jesus shines through all the words of the Bible and through all the people in the Bible. Throw off everything that hinders, and those things that so easily entangle, and listen to Jesus! That is how a person comes into the light, though he is not capable of understanding the light or the grace of the light.  Then you will be illumined with the true light. You will be found in God and you will rejoice in God. The dynamic of the light and the darkness is well illustrated in 3:19-21. “This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God.” Please write your own testimony of how you learned the truth of verses 5-9 in view of 3:19-21.
II.  Jesus gave the right to become children of God (10-13)
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Look at 1:10-13. “He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.” The emphasis of these verses is in Jesus’ power and authority over the world, which is not capable of understanding him, does not recognize him or receive him. 

We know how Jesus was in the world already. He was there as the Word. To speak of the truth better we can paraphrase verse 1 and say Jesus is in eternity as the Word. Before the beginning can only be described as eternity. He is God who said, “I AM WHAT I AM.” But in verse 10 we learn that Jesus was in the world because he is the Creator of all these. All these things are the reflection of Jesus Christ, the mind and heart of God.  How did the world respond to the Creator? The world did not recognize him. The author does not explain why the world responded that way. But he does tell us by using the words “did not” that it was rather an intentional refusal of recognition of the Creator. His own refers to the Israel people who were called to be God’s own. They belonged to the world themselves. But they had God’s calling, which was a clue for them to recognize God. But they did not receive him for some reason. 

 Surprisingly there appeared some who received him out of the world and out of his own people Israel. What enabled those exceptions to receive him? They believed in his name. They trusted what his name stands for, just as we buy things by trusting the brand name. They believed all that he said and revealed by his deeds. Later Jesus made it clear to his disciples that they became enabled to believe in his name because he chose them. They did not choose him. In his calling of those believers we see his intention to save all people. We might call his work of calling his people into belief in him as the almighty grace and the act of the Creator.  

What did he do for those who received him? Verse 12 says that he gave the right to become children of God. In verse 13 is the list of the different rights in the world. What is the difference of the right to become children of God from the rights listed in verse 13? None of the rights can make a person a child of God. You do not inherit the right because you are born to believing parents, or because you made up your mind to become a child of God, or because a husband willed so for his child. We can think of the teaching about the right from a different perspective. What does it mean for men to be given the right to become children of God? He is a new creation. One solemn truth about that is that he can exercise the God-given right for a good purpose or for a bad result. The right can become a blessing and joy for him or it may be the cause of eternal discipline. We can think of another thing. What else, instead of giving the right, could Jesus do to those who believed in his name? He could have given them other things. What do we learn from that aspect of the truth of the right to become children of God? You can be happy in God or you may end up becoming like Judas Iscariot if you fail to appreciate the gift.
III.  Jesus is full of grace and truth (14-18)

Read 1:14. “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” This verse should be read as if it is right after verse 2. What we have thought of in verses 3-13 is a kind of explanation of the revolutionary statement in verses 1 and 2. I call it revolutionary because that is how the Jewish people might have felt. But compared to the statement in verse 14, the words in verses 1 and 2 seem still less challenging. In my humble opinion, John 1:14a can be considered as a bigger statement than Genesis 1:1. I know how foolish I am to say such a thing, but in John 1:14 the barrier between God and man is gone, and flesh no more remains flesh, and God no more remains in his sanctuary. More than that, God shines forth with all his brilliance in the appearance as the Word. There is no mistake a man can make, no excuse in which he can hide. The old has gone and the new has come. I will stop here because you can talk about this truth forever and still the half cannot be told. The magnitude of the awesome work of God appearing as the Word is illustrated in the rest of John’s gospel. I pray for 120 people that the Lord may call them into the light, that they may know God and the Son, and become witnesses of his name for this generation. 

How does the author know Jesus is the Word who became flesh? He saw Jesus’ glory. In 1 John 1:1-4 he explains a little bit more. “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. We write this to make our joy complete.”
What is the truth of his knowledge which is beyond human capacity? We see that John is not speaking his knowledge. Just as the Prophets in the Old Testament times, he is speaking of the revelation. We can see that in the description that Jesus is “full of grace and truth.” What does that mean? That means anyone who hears Jesus’ words or heard about him are comforted, strengthened and also are convicted of God. 
God sent John the Baptist to testify to Jesus according to John’s gospel. Even the baptism was for the purpose. What did John the Baptist testify concerning Jesus? John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’” How did he know that Jesus is eternal? He said in John 1:31-34, “I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.” Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. I would not have known him, except that the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is he who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God.” 

How does the testimony of John the Baptist help our understanding of Jesus? We should remember to hear the Bible and the gospel of Jesus as the words of the Spirit. What do you learn from the testimony of John the Baptist which defies common sense? We learn that the gospel is not common sense knowledge. It is the knowledge of the Holy Spirit which leads us to know the mind and heart of our God. That also means if anyone who confesses Jesus is the Word or God or the Savior or the Christ he is speaking of the knowledge of the Holy Spirit. We should write and share our testimonies as if we share the very words of God. 

Read verse 17-18. “From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known.”  The author implies with the word “the fullness” that Jesus’ gospel is the sufficient grace. When a man learns that his gospel is the sufficient grace he sees God. He can see God’s glory in the Old Testament as well. A good example is John 14:8-11. Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves.”
May we learn from verse 18 that Jesus’ grace of making God known to us is taken as the grace absolute.
