JESUS IS COMING

Revelation 19:11-22:21

Key verse: 22:20

“He who testifies to these things says, ‘Yes, I am coming soon.’

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.”


We have studied the prophecy of the seven seals which are opened by the Lamb. The seven seals judgments will be completed by seven trumpet blasts. At the seventh trumpet blast the reign of the Lamb will be declared. In the course of God’s judgments to harvest the earth, Jesus’ people will be assigned in the companionship with suffering and kingdom, and Babylon will fall. We have learned in 19:7 that all those judgments are for the preparation of the wedding supper of the Lamb. It is eye opening for us that all the fearful and overwhelming events can be summed up as the wedding preparation of the Lamb. We shouldn’t be fooled by those who use scary tactics to make others religious. We cannot join the foolishness of those who brush off the fearful reality in ignorance. The wedding supper of the Lamb implies the union of the saints with their Savior at the long‑awaited messianic banquet. We do not know when this will happen and how. We are, however, sure of its coming. Our assurance is based on the testimony of the sacrifice of the Lamb for our sins and in his resurrection. Blessed are those who suffer in anonymity and in loneliness, yet are willing to pay the price to hold on to the gospel truth. Their suffering is the proof of the given invitation to the wedding (cf 6:1; 17:12-14; 2Th 1:6-10; Ps 2:9). The many heartbreaking events which are happening here day and night may be viewed as the wedding preparation of the Lamb. 

1.  What Jesus will do in his second coming (19:11-20:15)


After he had seen the visions of the wedding preparation of the Lamb, John saw another vision. He saw heaven standing open and a rider on a white horse. He describes the rider this way: “I saw haven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war. His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself. He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. ‘He will rule them with an iron scepter.’ He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.”


As we meditate on each description we gain the insight to see Jesus in many more dimensions. For most of us Jesus is viewed in rather simplistic terms. For example we cried when we thought of his suffering, and rejoiced at the thought of the benefit which he has brought to us. Sometimes we make him a king in the shrine of our hearts. But here we see that the humble and meek Jesus who rode on a donkey to enter Jerusalem in order to offer himself as a Lamb of God, is the same as the rider on the white horse (Zec 9:9-10). Thus the mystery of why the humble death of Jesus struck the centurion with awe and the composer of the black spiritual, “Were you there?” to tremble at the thought of Jesus’ death on the cross is well answered in this passage. They saw that the humble Jesus couldn’t be described or understood in human terms. He is Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war. His eyes are like blazing fire to burn all unclean things, to illumine all things. Everyone knows him but no one knows his name but himself. He is indeed the Word of God. Were he called a king he is the KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. When Jesus came the first time people treated him according to their own perception. Jesus said they didn’t know what they were doing. But when he comes again no one escapes from the sin against him in the name of ignorance. As we recognized in the description of the rider on the white horse everyone will see him and recognize him. 


What will he do at his second coming? Christ captures the beast and the false prophet who has performed the miraculous signs on behalf of the beast. The two of them are thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur. The kings of the earth and their armies who joined the beast are killed with the sword that comes out of the mouth of Jesus, and all the birds gorge themselves on their flesh (19:17-21). 


This is the battle of Armageddon, spoken of in 16:14‑16. Here we learn that the battle is carried out with the word of Jesus. However we may have understood the gospel of Jesus or the Bible and so treated them according to our ignorance, it’s time for us to wake up to the realization of the war of the Lamb. Those who slumber, let them sleep, as Jesus allowed his disciples the night before his crucifixion. But those who are called let them wake up the dawn. We note the contrast between “the great supper of God” (19:17) which is provided for the birds and “the wedding supper of the Lamb” (19:9) for the saints. They are two sides of the same reality. We remember “the two harvests” mentioned in 14:14‑20 (Mt 13:30,40‑43). We should live like the harvest workers of the Lord who patiently wait in the heat of the summer. Let nothing move you. The day is coming.


After the destruction of the beast, the dragon, that ancient serpent mentioned in Genesis chapter 3, who is the devil, or Satan, is chained and thrown into the Abyss. He is locked and sealed in it for a thousand years. Satan is locked up in the Abyss to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years will be ended. Satan is so crafty that we are always deceived. We are not even sure of his existence even after we read about him in the Bible. We are all drunken with many different things provided by him. If we wake up it’s more like a hangover. Unless God has given us the gospel of Jesus Christ and the testimony of the forgiveness of our sins in his blood, how can we go though this confusion? Living equals misery. But in the days when Satan will be locked up and sealed in the Abyss everything will be clear. We will know God and abide in him.  


John makes special mention of the first resurrection of the martyrs in 20:4-6. That is what Jesus will do when he locks up Satan in the Abyss for a thousand years. What will happen after “the thousand years” are over? John says in 20:7-10, “When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison and will go out to deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth—Gog and Magog—to gather them for battle. In number they are like the sand on the seashore. They marched across the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of God’s people, the city he loves. But fire came down from heaven and devoured them. And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever.” Satan, loosed after the thousand years, instigates a revolt against the rule of Christ among the many who have had to submit outwardly to his political dominion but have not submitted in their hearts. The revolt is crushed, and the Last Judgment takes place.


John continues in 20:11-15. “Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done. Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.” 


The Bible doesn’t say why Satan was released again to deceive many nations. Nor does the Bible tell us clearly when the thousand years will happen or what that is. So the truths of the first resurrection and of the final destiny of Satan seems obscure to us still. The truth of “the fiery lake of burning sulfur” and of the “great white throne” mentioned here may help us (20:10,14,15; 21:8; Mt 13:42,50; 18:8,9; 25:41). For man death is the final destiny. Nothing and no one can be more fearful for him than death. The idea of the Abyss or Hades is introduced by the Bible and so we have a somewhat vague but nonetheless a sense of fear of it assuming that it is worse than death. The fiery lake is described as the second death. Death and Hades will be put in there. Satan and his false prophet will be tormented in it day and night for ever and ever. Here we learn that we are no match for Death or Hades. But they are no match for the second death, and the second death is no match for the power of the first resurrection. We also learn in 20:11 that Earth and sky fled from his presence when the Judge appeared on the throne. We say the sky is the limit. So far Earth is everything for us. In death we are no more. But look what happened to the earth and sky when the Judge appeared. Look what happened to the dead. Death and sea and Hades cannot hold the dead. They gave up the dead that were in it. Each man’s destiny is to be determined according to what he haS done, whether he is registered in the book of life (cf Mt 16:26,27; Jn 5:28-29; Ro 2:6,16; Rev. 21:8; 22:12).


What do these things mean to us? We are sad no more because we mortals may never understand beyond the reality of death, or because we are confined in time and space. Thanks be to God who has given us the testimony of Jesus and the word of God. In his light, death is exposed and is personified as Death. In the testimony of Jesus we overrule the enemies who are beyond our capacity, even Death and the Abyss and Hades. We joined the war of the Lord Jesus who destroys Satan and its stronghold, Death and Hades. In the gospel of Jesus we sit along with our Lord in the final settlement and issue of world history which is taking place today. We may not know what Death is, or Hades. We may not know what is going on in world history. But we have the testimony of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God. Let’s read 20:4-6: “I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony for Jesus and because of the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or his image and had not received his mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. (The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand years.”

2.  The Holy City, the new Jerusalem (21:1-22:6)


What is going to come after the final judgment? John testifies in 21:1-4, “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.’” 


Since the Earth and sky vanished, and there was no longer any sea, we do not know what the coming down of the Holy City mean. But just as the gospel of Jesus is the righteousness from God apart from all things known to man so should the Holy City be. In other words those who know the gospel of Jesus have already seen the beauty of the Holy City (cf Isa 65:17; 2Pe 3:13). What will God do for his people? He would do what Jesus had done on earth, on his cross and in his resurrection. Yes, indeed, He has been wiping every tear from the eyes of his people. Amen, Jesus. We have seen the glory of the beautiful City in us everywhere in the Bible record. Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus. Though we are subject to death, mourning, and crying or pain, they cannot harm us anymore. In you we celebrate the new order. Indeed, the old has gone away from us as the east is far away from the west, as the south is to the north. 


Our confidence in Jesus is supported and confirmed in the next verses of 21:5-8. “He who was seated on the throne said, ‘I am making everything new!’ Then he said, ‘Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.’ He said to me: ‘It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life. He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son. But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death.’” From the perspective that all these things have been done as they are coming we see that the truth of the second death is at work today. It is the reality of the suspicion shared by those who consider the devotion to seek the gospel foolish, the sense of anxiety.


In 21:9-22:5 John describes the beauty of the Holy City. John said one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues showed it to him. John describes what he saw from a mountain great and high, perhaps something like what Isaiah described in chapter 2 of his book. John said the City came down out of heaven from God. He said, “It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal.” The City had twelve gates, with twelve angels at the gates. On the gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of Israel. There were three gates on the east, three on the north, three on the south and three on the west. The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.


John describes the size of the City and the material it is made of in 21:15-21. “The angel who talked with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city, its gates and its walls. The city was laid out like a square, as long as it was wide. He measured the city with the rod and found it to be 12,000 stadia in length, and as wide and high as it is long. He measured its wall and it was 144 cubits thick, by man’s measurement, which the angel was using. The wall was made of jasper, and the city of pure gold, as pure as glass. The foundations of the city walls were decorated with every kind of precious stone. The first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, the fifth sardonyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst. The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. The great street of the city was of pure gold, like transparent glass.” The description of the size gives us an understanding that the City is real. But the description of the gems confuses us, not only because we do not know what all those gems are like. Yesterday I saw chalcedony for the first time and wondered if the City is made of such a stone. I also wondered why diamond is not mentioned here. But then I realized that the Holy City is not something like a huge Tiffany jewelry display room. That understanding came when I paid attention to the description of the street which is made of pure gold, like transparent glass. In nature gold cannot be like transparent glass, unless it is thinner than paper. Perhaps John depicts the purity, beauty and preciousness of the City which are beyond the earthly glory of those stones.


The next description helps us to have a better understanding, if possible. John makes a list of all that is not to be found in the perfected kingdom of God in 21:22-26. “I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it. On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it. Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.” We learn from the observation of what is missing the outstanding differences between Babylon and the New Jerusalem (cf Zec 14:20,21; Lk 16:15; 1Jn 2:6,17). Babylon needs many things to stand. But the Holy City is from God, and is illumined by God’s glory. We are then talking about God here. We are not playing a word game here. Nor we are talking about nonsense either. We have known it already. We have known that God himself is Abraham’s reward and that Jesus our Lord himself is our inheritance. If so, the beauty of the city, the solidity and reality of the City, all the mysterious beauty which is likened to the beauty of the gems, is the description of the beauty hidden in the gospel of Jesus. Those who have eyes to see and ears to hear have known this truth. How can we say that? As we studied Revelation we began to see that what John said in this book is not different from what we read in the epistles of Peter, Paul and the other Apostles, or in the Old Testament, beginning from Moses to all the Prophets and in the writings. We find the same truth even in the Song of songs. Paul goes to the extent to say that in the truth of Adam is revealed all the truth of Christ (1Co 15:46; Eph 1:3; Ro 16:25-27). Of course, he discovered it when he learned the gospel of Jesus, not in reverse. May the gospel of Jesus be the revelation of God to you.


In 22:1-5 John tells us another aspect of what we have known in Jesus, that he is the River of the Water of Life, that he is the Tree of Life, that he is the Light: “Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever.” Out of all these comforting and encouraging words, perhaps 22:4 is the most. It says, “They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads.” May this promise be with those who did not see him, yet love him. 22:6 is the message for them. Let’s read it. “These words are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent his angel to show his servants the things that must soon take place.” As we finish the study of the City we see the absolute necessity of “the blood of the Lamb” and of regeneration for every man (cf Jn 3:5; Lk 10:20). Were a non‑Christian able to enter the city, he would not find satisfaction in its blessings (cf Eph 2:3 ; 1Co 2 :14). 

3.  Jesus is coming (22:7-21)


John closes the book of Revelation with the word of Jesus which is repeated three times in these verses. Let’s read 22:7. “Behold, I am coming soon! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy in this book.” Let’s read 22:12. “Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done.” Let’s read 22:20, ““He who testifies to these things says, ‘Yes, I am coming soon.’ Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.” In fact, we have learned that his return is the theme of this book which is emphasized repeatedly (3:11; 1:7; 16:15). How are we to reconcile this word with the fact that even now Jesus has not come? What should be our attitude and response to this word of our Lord? 


We may learn from 2 Peter chapter 3; Mt 24:43‑51; Heb 10:36‑39. But we may learn from this passage itself. We learn from John’s experience in 22:8-9 to worship God, not angels or saints. The difference is often not clear for average people: “I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I had heard and seen them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who had been showing them to me. But he said to me, ‘Do not do it! I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers the prophets and of all who keep the words of this book. Worship God!’” We learn in 22:10-11 that the time of the end is near, and the opportunity of a change of character is passing: “Then he told me, ‘Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, because the time is near. Let him who does wrong continue to do wrong; let him who is vile continue to be vile; let him who does right continue to do right; and let him who is holy continue to be holy.” 


In 22:14-15 we gain an insight to answer the two questions, that he did not come, and how we know the end is near: “Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city. Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.” We learn from these words that the gospel-based perception is different from any human perception. In the gospel the present, past and the future are considered at the same time. For example, the Bible says the old order has gone and the new order has come, and at the same time they are treated as a coming experience. In light of the Bible we are a dual existence, an earthly being and children of God, a wretched sinner, a hypocrite (Ro 7:24) and an heir of God, God’s loved one who is not God’s loved one (Ro 9:25), a Gentile, a new Israelite, our own selves, and what lives in us is Christ. We die yet we live. We do not know when Jesus comes and how he will come. But we know he comes because he has come and has established the gospel of the forgiveness of our sins and rose from the dead and ascended to heaven. Because he has gone he will come. That is what Jesus himself said. If he didn’t go away he cannot come back. For the same reason we live on a different perception of time, on a different perception of our existence, namely on the gospel way of thinking. Jesus answered it better this way: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life. He who overcome will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son” (21:6,7). He said the same thing in 22:13. In 22:16 he said, “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star.”


Let’s read the final words in 22:17-21: “The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!’ And let him who hears say, ‘Come!’ Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life. I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds anything to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book. And if anyone takes words away from this book of prophecy, God will take away from him his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book. He who testifies to these things says, ‘Yes, I am coming soon.’ Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen.” Let’s read the seven beatitudes in this book (cf 1:3;14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7; 22:14). May God raise up 120 who know the wealth of the blessedness, here and in Harvard.

