THE WEDDING OF THE LAMB

Revelation 12:1-19:10

Key verse: 19:9

1. Summarize what has been revealed in the previous chapters of 1-11. Look what has been hinted at so far. (2:9,13,24; 3:9; 9:11; 11:7)

2. 12:1-17. In light of 12:7, 10-12 and 17, what could this vision be about? Gather out what is said about Christ (cf Ps 2:6-9; Lk 10:18; Jn 12:31; Eph 1:19-21). What is the significance of verse 10? (cf Ro 8:33-34). In light of verse 17, what could the woman and her offspring represent (cf Isa 66:7-10)? According to this chapter, why is the church placed in constant conflict (cf Eph 6:10-13; 1Pe 5:8)? How is the fearful power of Satan depicted? How may we share in Christ’s victory over Satan (12:11,17)?

3. 13:1-18. What are the two chief instruments which Satan uses in his war against the saints (1-10,11-18)? What is the reason for men to submit to the first “beast” (13:4,10; cf Jer 15:2)? What is the main difference of the second “beast” to the first (cf 16:13; 19:20; 20:10; Mt 7:15; Mk 13:22; 2Th 2:9-12; 1Pe 5:8; 2Co 11:14)? How can true Christians be distinguished in the situation (13:8; cf. 12:11,17; 17:8)? What is assigned to them (13:10,18; cf Mk 13:13)?

4. 14:1-20. Who was before John when he had been shown the vision of the work of Satan against the churches? Who was there with the Lamb? How many were they? Who were they (cf 7:4)? What were they doing? What four characteristics mark their lives (14:4,5; cf Mt 5:3; Lk 14:7; Eph 4:25; Php 2:15).What were the threefold messages of the eternal gospel declared by the three angels (14:6-11)? What encouragement do they give to those who may have to die for the Lord’s sake? What does it mean that the gospel is eternal? How was the earth harvested in the vision in 14:14-20 (cf Ps 1; Mal 3:16-4:3; Mt 13:39b-43)?

5. 15:1-16:21. What did John see after the vision of the harvest of the earth? Where were those who had been victorious over the “beast” and what were they doing? How were they related to the execution of God’s wrath in completion by the seven angels with the seven last plagues? What were the seven bowls of God’s wrath? What was the reaction of men, of the dragon and his allies? What ground do we have for hope before such a prospect (16:5-7, 15; cf Mt 24:42-44)?

6. 17:1-18. Describe what each of the features of the great city might symbolize. How is Babylon contrasted to the woman and her offspring in 12:17? What do we learn from John’s astonishment in verse 6? In the face of the mighty foe Babylon, what is the prospect of those who follow the Lamb (17:6; cf 14:4)? Who were the seven, and who were the ten? What does the vision in 17:15-17 tell us (17:9,14)?

7. 18:1-24. What aspects of God’s judgments on Babylon is emphasized in the first announcement of the mighty angel in verses 1-8? What is the reason of mourning of each group of people to the fall of Babylon? What aspect of God’s judgment on Babylon is emphasized in the second message of the mighty angel in 18:21-24? What do you learn from the contrast of the reasons of God’s judgment with the reasons of the mourning of people? What do you learn from the observation of the repeated use of the words “never again” in 18:21-24?

8. 19:1-10. What calls forth the praises in 19:1-8 (cf Eph 5:25b,26)? What do you learn from 19:9-10 (cf Isa 45:21-25)?

