THE WEDDING OF THE LAMB

Revelation 12:1-19:10

Key verse: 19:9

Then the angel said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those

who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!’”

And he added, “These are the true words of God.”

As John was told in 10:17, a new series of prophecies begins from chapter 12. So far the prophecies have been mainly about outward events and acts of God’s judgment, and about the church and her sufferings. All these shakeups will come from the unshakeable, the Lamb who is standing in the center of the throne of God. When the seventh trumpet will blast the angels will sing, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign for ever and ever” (11:15). As we have seen in many parts of the New Testament this prophecy is considered both as a future event as well as having been fulfilled when Christ took away all our sins in his death, and rose again.

In the new series of prophecies in 12:1-19:10 is the revelation that all the events of God’s judgment on earth and the suffering of the church has to do with the war of Christ in heaven (12:7) against Satan. This has been hinted at so far (2:9,13,24; 3:9; 9:11; 11:7), but is now brought into full view. In the concluding part of this series is the prophecy of the wedding of the Lamb. Thus we know that the suffering of the church, and the overwhelming prophecies of spiritual warfare in this section, is the preparation of this world for the wedding to the Lamb.

1.  The woman and the dragon (12:1-17)

We are not sure what the prophecy in chapter 12 is about. In light of 12:7, 10-12 and 17, we may assume that this vision is about Christ Jesus and those who hold to the testimony of the gospel, namely, the church. 12:10-12 says, “Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: ‘Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ. For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down. They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death. Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to you! He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short.’”

Perhaps it is best to understand the woman as representing Jesus’ first disciples, and her pain in childbirth as their sorrow when he died as Jesus said to his disciples in John 16:19‑22. The catching up of the child to God then represents Jesus’ ascension (John 20:17). But we may interpret this prophecy in relation to our experience as well. Since the saints are assigned to be companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance (1:9; 13:7), the woman’s flight into the desert does not refer to protection from persecution, but to salvation in Christ, that is by faith (Jn 14:1‑3). The desert is described in 12:6 as “a place prepared for her by God.” Living by faith on this earth is like a life of refuge in the desert. However it is the place prepared by God for his people. That means in this wilderness God will harvest his people and accomplish his redemption, as is testified and prophesied by Moses in the Pentateuch. According to this chapter, Jesus’ people are assigned to the place of constant conflict by God’s will, and their suffering has to do with spiritual warfare against the power of darkness (cf Eph 6:10-13; 1Pe 5:8). The fearful power of Satan is depicted in this chapter. He could sweep a third of the stars out of the sky and fling them to the earth just by moving his tail (12:4). He could dare to fight against Michael, the chief angel of God, and God’s army (12:7). But he is not strong enough to fight against God. Thanks be to God. Satan’s downfall occurred at the cross of our Lord Jesus (Jn 12:31). As we learn from 12:11,17 we may share in Christ’s victory over Satan by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of our testimony which is based on the testimony of Jesus.
We should know who we are. We are the offspring of the testimony of Jesus. We should know what we are doing. Our struggle is against the power of darkness in the heavenly realms (Eph 6:10-13; 1Pe 5:8). We should come to the gospel of Jesus, the testimony of the forgiveness of our sin in his blood, and of his resurrection, with the burden we bear. There will come a testimony in our hearts. Then we should write it as John did and share it with others. We should help others to do the same in our one to one Bible study or in prayer meetings. That is how we engage in spiritual warfare. We cannot just lament for those who take Christ’s church as a social gathering or as a fellowship. We should thank God for the existence of his church and pray that God’s people may wake up from their slumber and join the war of Christ. Some may ask how long we will be in the war. Apostle John doesn’t say here. Apostle Paul says it will continue until Christ “has put everything under his feet” (1Co 15:25). We should learn in our hearts that this warfare doesn’t imply the power struggle between Christ and Satan as many Greeks think. The Bible says this is how Christ reigns (1Co 15:25). Our struggle is not for survival. In every struggle we join the reign of Christ. May God bless you in all your precious struggle because of the gospel of Jesus.
2.  The harvest of the earth (13:1-20)

In his war against the saints Satan uses brute force, which makes all people give up their fight against it. We see that in the description of the first beast in 13:1-10. It also uses great and miraculous signs. He even causes fire to come down from heaven to earth in full view of men. As is described in the depiction of the second beast it can revive the fatally wounded first beast. Who can stand against such a powerful enemy (13:4,10; cf Jer 15:2) )? No one can. Many interpret the name of the second beast as Nero which is here codenamed as 666. If so, perhaps John saw the reenactment of this vision in his slavery life as he witnessed the strength of the unmatchable Roman army. We can imagine the contrast of Rome with the Christians when we travel Rome. Even to our eyes the architecture of the Colosseum or the aqueduct are astonishing. How much more it could have been to the people in the early age! As we learn from 13:5-8 and in the description of the second beast, Satan uses not only brute physical force. He also exercises authority in his proud words. The beasts might represent a minister of propaganda in the idolatrous cult (cf Dan 9:27; Mk 13:14; Mt 24:15; 2Th 2:3,4,9). Though no one would agree because of his authority, neither can anyone dare fight against his proud words and blasphemies.

As we meditate on the reality of the power balance we can understand that it has been that way to this day. How then can true Christians be distinguished in the overwhelming situation? We learn in 13:8 that those whose names are written in the book of life, who belonged to the Lamb, will. We are no match for Satan. But we are talking about the grace of our Lord Jesus who has bought us by his blood. As we learned in 12:11,17 and in 17:8 we overcome him by the blood of the Lamb. Indeed such a life can never be comfortable as we can imagine the life of John the Apostle on the island of Patmos. It is the life of a lamb against a powerful dragon. But as Martin Luther said in hymn 4, “one little Word shall fell him” (13:10,18; cf Mk 13:13). The question then is our fatigue. We may ask how long that should go on. We may ask to what end is this struggle against the overpowering enemy.

As if to answer such a sentiment, John was given another vision, which he records in chapter 15. Who was before John when he had been shown the vision of the work of Satan against the churches? “Then I looked, and there before me was the Lamb, standing on Mount Zion, and with him 144,000 who had his name and his Father’s name written on their foreheads” (15:1).

What were they doing? John said in 15:2-3a, “And I heard a sound from heaven like the roar of rushing waters and like a loud peal of thunder. The sound I heard was like that of harpists playing their harps. And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders.” Who were they? They were the redeemed. In 7:4 they were described as the twelve tribes of Israel. They must, then, be the new Israel, God’s elect (Ro 9:8) in Christ Jesus. What four characteristics mark their lives? “These are those who did not defile themselves with women, for they kept themselves pure. They follow the Lamb wherever he goes. They were purchased from among men and offered as firstfruits to God and the Lamb. No lie was found in their mouths; they are blameless” (14:4,5; cf Mt 5:3; Lk 14:7; Eph 4:25; Php 2:15) We learn in verse 3b a very important truth about them. “No one could learn the song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth.” They must have learned the song as they followed the Lamb. Our testimony is a report of what we learn in the course of following the Lamb as a lamb. It is a song offered to God. When we share our testimony they resound and are heard to the ends of the four corners of heaven. In our weakness we are strong indeed, for when we write the testimony and offer it before God we will hear the message of the harvest of the earth in our hearts.

What were the threefold messages of the eternal gospel declared by the three angels? “Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live on the earth—to every nation, tribe, language and people. He said in a loud voice, ‘Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come. Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs of water.’ A second angel followed and said, ‘Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great, which made all the nations drink the maddening wine of her adulteries.’ A third angel followed them and said in a loud voice: ‘If anyone worships the beast and his image and receives his mark on the forehead or on the hand, he, too, will drink of the wine of God’s fury, which has been poured full strength into the cup of his wrath. He will be tormented with burning sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment rises for ever and ever. There is no rest day or night for those who worship the beast and his image, or for anyone who receives the mark of his name (14:6-11).’”

What does this mean? John said in 14:12, “This calls for patient endurance on the part of the saints who obey God’s commandments and remain faithful to Jesus.” How much of this patience? “Then I heard a voice from heaven say, ‘Write: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.’” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “they will rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow them.” What encouragement does the promise give to those who may have to die for the Lord’s sake? They will be saved on the day of God’s harvest of the earth. The severity of the day of harvest is summed up in 14:19-20. “The angel swung his sickle on the earth, gathered its grapes and threw them into the great winepress of God’s wrath. They were trampled in the winepress outside the city, and blood flowed out of the press, rising as high as the horses’ bridles for a distance of 1,600 stadia.” But the saints will find themselves in God (cf Ps 1; Mal 3:16-4:3; Mt 13:39b-3).

3.  The seven bowls of God’s wrath (15:1-16:21)

John saw another great and marvelous sign after the vision of the harvest of the earth. That sign was of “seven angels with the seven last plagues—last because with them God’s wrath is completed” (15:1b). Then John saw the vision of “those who had been victorious over the beast and his image and over the number of his name” (15:2b)” in addition to the vision of the seven angels. They were standing beside what looked like a sea of glass mixed with fire. They held harps given them by God and sang the song of Moses, the servant of God, the song of the Lamb. “Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty. Just and true are your ways, King of the ages. Who will not fear you, O Lord, and bring glory to your name? For you alone are holy. All nations will come and worship before you, for your righteous acts have been revealed” (15:3-4).

Then John saw the vision of the execution of the seven plagues which were contained in the seven bowls. The first bowl was of malignant sores. The second bowl turned the sea to blood, resulting in death to all life at sea and in it. At the pouring of the third all rivers and springs turned to blood .There came scorching heat at the fourth bowl, darkness and pain at the fifth, the Battle of Armageddon at the sixth, and the end at bowl seven with an earthquake of unprecedented magnitude, thunder, lightning, and the downfall of worldly powers. Those who overcome are related to the execution of God’s wrath in completion by the seven angels with the seven last plagues as a chorus. while they offered the song of Moses and of the Lamb God’s judgment was completed. While they were singing, the men on earth and the dragon and his allies would curse God and perish. What ground do God’s people have for hope before such a prospect (16:5-7, 15; cf Mt 24:42-44)? We will join God’s judgment as chorus members. Our song is our testimonies.

4.  The fall of Babylon and the wedding of the Lamb (17:1-19:10)

Both in chapters 17 and 18 are the visions of the fall of Babylon. Many interpret Babylon as the Roman Empire. In chapter 17 is the judgment on the part of false religion which Rome promoted, and in chapter 18 is on her commercialism and materialism. We learn from John’s astonishment in verse 6 that the strength of Rome was fearful and astonishing even to John, the servant of God. What was God’s message to his people? 

18:4-8 says, “Come out of her, my people, so that you will not share in her sins, so that you will not receive any of her plagues; for her sins are piled up to heaven, and God has remembered her crimes. Give back to her as she has given; pay her back double for what she has done. Mix her a double portion from her own cup. Give her as much torture and grief as the glory and luxury she gave herself. In her heart she boasts, ‘I sit as queen; I am not a widow, and I will never mourn.’ Therefore in one day her plagues will overtake her: death, mourning and famine. She will be consumed by fire, for mighty is the Lord God who judges her.” 

In 18:19 it is said she will be brought down to ruin in one hour. In the message in 18:21-24 is the repeated emphasis of “never to be found again,” and “never be heard,” to tell us the finality of the fall of Babylon. We read in 18:9-19 the mourning of those who committed adultery with Babylon. What should we do? We should join the Hallelujah song of heaven. “After this I heard what sounded like the roar of a great multitude in heaven shouting: ‘Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, for true and just are his judgments. He has condemned the great prostitute who corrupted the earth by her adulteries. He has avenged on her the blood of his servants. And again they shouted: ‘Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up for ever and ever’” (19:1-3).

The twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God, who was seated on the throne. And they cried: “Amen, Hallelujah!” Then a voice came from the throne, saying: “Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear him, both small and great!” (19:5). Then John heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: “Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready” (19:6-8). Then he continued, “After this I heard what sounded like the roar of a great multitude in heaven shouting: ‘Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, for true and just are his judgments. He has condemned the great prostitute who corrupted the earth by her adulteries. He has avenged on her the blood of his servants.’ And again they shouted: ‘Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up for ever and ever.’”

At his coming, Christ will destroy the city of Babylon forever and that will be the completion of the wedding of the Lamb to his people. He prepared them by his death. By his coming he frees her from the power of sin and death so that she can marry him.  

Conclusion

As we close this study we again ask what all these visions of spiritual warfare could have meant to an old slave John who was in exile at Patmos. The idea that being in the struggle because of the gospel testimony means having the invitation to the wedding of the Lamb could have been just a fancy analogy to him. As we know there is a feeling of security in slavery life. As long as you do your best you are not bothered. But John wasn’t being content with slavery or giving in to the fate. The vision which he saw on one Sunday meant spiritual awakening. Perhaps that was the experience of Saint Augustine when he heard Romans 13:11-14. A lion in a zoo may be fed well. A lion in the wilderness may be starving. But a lion in the wilderness is happy. May the gospel of Jesus Christ wake up his chosen people to engage in the spiritual warfare.

