THE SEVEN SEALS

Revelation 4-11

Key verse: 5:5

I.  The throne in heaven and the six judgments on earth (4-6)

1. 4:1-11. After he wrote down Christ’s message to the seven churches, what was the chief and outstanding sight which was shown to John? Who was sitting on the throne? Describe his glory as is written in chapter 4. What did the four creatures do? What did the 24 elders do? What may we learn from this vision? 

2. What is indicated or symbolized here concerning the nature and character of God, and concerning the way in which he ought to be worshiped (cf. Gn 9:12-17; Ex 19; Ex 24:10-11; Ez 1:5; 10:12; Is 6:3)? 

3. 5:1-14. After he saw the vision of the throne, what did John see next? Why did he weep? What did one of the elders tell John? What was the vision then shown to John (5:6-14)? What does the vision of the Lamb tell us of the purpose and the results of Christ’s sacrifice as “the Lamb, who was slain”?

4. Notice the tense in 5:6a. Where had he been slain? Where is he now? What is it which prompted the new song? What is the new song? Why is it called a new song? Who joined the heavenly chorus? What is the present status of Christ? What was the qualification which enabled them to learn the new song (cf 14:3)? 

5. 6:1-17. Summarize each of the six seals. As the book of future events is opened seal by seal, what is shown to John? What was the climax of the judgment to which all these events mount up? 

6. Compare this vision with Jesus’ words in Matthew 24:4-14. What do you learn from the comparison? What is more to be feared than death according to 6:16-17? Why is God’s judgment more fearful than death? What do you learn from the vision in 6:9-11?

II.  The seventh seal (7-11)

7. 7:1-17. What did John do after the sixth seal had been opened? Who received the seal of the living God? What was the next vision which was shown to John? Who composed the great multitude? Where were they standing? Who were they, and where did they come from? What did the great multitude testify in their song in 7:10? Where were the angels standing? What did they testify in their song in 7:12? What did one of the elders testify in 7:15-17 (ref. 3:10 for the great tribulation)?

8. 8:1-5. What was shown to John before the trumpet judgments? What do you think the incense symbolizes? Who offered “much incense”? What do you learn from this vision about the prayer of those who wash their clothes in the blood of the Lamb (cf. 1Co 6:2)?

9. 8:6-9:21. Contrast the first four trumpet judgments with the fifth and sixth, (a) in the objects affected, and (b) in the severity of their character and result. What was the purpose of these trumpet judgments (8:13; 9:20,21; cf. Lk 13:1-5)? What do you learn from the fact that these judgments were executed in trumpet sounding (cf. Amos 3:6; Ez 33:1-5)? What do you learn from 8:2; 9:1,4,13-15 concerning God’s control over all that happens on earth?

10. 10:1-11. What is described in chapter 10? What does the vision in chapter 10 tell us of the limit of what is revealed to John (10:7, 11; cf. Dt 29:29; Job 26:14)? What do you learn from the description that God’s word was sweet to taste, but sour in your stomach?

11. 11:1-14. In view of the vision of the two witnesses, what could have been the purpose of measuring the temple and the altar and counting the worshipers there? Who do you think are the two witnesses? What would they witness (cf. Lk 10:19; Jn 16:2; Ac 7:54-60)?

12. 11:15-19. What was the mystery of God (cf. 10:7) which will be accomplished as the seventh trumpet blasts? What does this prospect mean to you?

