BECAUSE OF THE GRACE

Romans 15:14-16:27

Key Verse: 15:15b-16
“…because of the grace God gave me to be a minister of Christ Jesus 

to the Gentiles with the priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of God, so that the 

Gentiles might become an offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.”

In chapter 12, Paul urged the brothers in Rome to offer their bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God (12:1). The remaining chapters have many examples of what it is to offer oneself as a living sacrifice in view of God’s mercy. In Romans 15:14-16:27, we can learn from Paul himself, and from his example, how he offered his body as a living sacrifice. 
I.  A minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles (15:14-22)

Paul stated the gospel in chapters 1-8, and he showed a specific application to the people and history of Israel—his own brothers—in chapters 9-11, then proceeded to urge the Christians in Rome to offer their bodies as living sacrifices in 12:1. Then who were the Christians in Rome that Paul is talking to? What does Paul say about their general spiritual maturity? Look at verse 14: “I myself am convinced, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, complete in knowledge and competent to instruct one another.” Paul was not writing to beginner Christians in this book. He was writing to those who were already fully and completely mature and competent. Then considering his audience, what did he write these excellent Christians? Why did he write so boldly to those who were already mature in their faith? Verse 15 says, “I have written you quite boldly on some points, as if to remind you of them again, because of the grace God gave me…” Paul knew that what he was doing was reminding the people who knew the gospel about the gospel that they already knew. But he boldly reminded them anyway. He did it because of the grace God gave him. Paul obeyed the grace given to him as of first importance, as an absolute matter, as if that was the only thing that mattered, whether he was proclaiming the gospel to those hearing it for the first time, or to those who were perhaps hearing it for the hundredth time. May be he felt like a broken record, repeating the same thing over and over. But he obeyed the grace and held onto the grace and discerned the grace over and over as well. In this way he received the grace as a matter of God, and he was able to receive God in the matter of grace over and over. What a precious thing the grace is. 

Then what is the grace? Why did Paul want to teach these fully competent Christians—that is, those who had undeniably already received the grace of God in the gospel—why did Paul want to teach them the same gospel all over again? We learn from Paul in verses 16 and 17 what it meant to receive the grace. It meant “…to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles with the priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of God, so that the Gentiles might become an offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.” The first thing we learn is what the grace made Paul. It made him a minister of Christ Jesus, a minister to the Gentiles. The gospel made Paul a new person, with a new direction. The gospel made Paul a priest of God. He was a sinner, and in fact persecuted the church, approving when others even went so far as to murder the saints, like Stephen. But when the grace met him in the form of Jesus himself, when Paul received the forgiveness of sins, he became new. We always struggle with this. “Am I new? I don’t feel new. I don’t look new. But the gospel says I’m new, so I must be new.” We should never be discouraged because of this struggle. It is the clear evidence that we came into contact with the grace Paul is talking about. Otherwise we wouldn’t struggle with such a foolish question. 

But in spite of the sincere struggle to believe that the grace of God in the gospel makes me new, that is only the beginning. There is much, much more than our sincerity. There is the work of God revealed in the gospel for the Gentiles. Look at verses 15-16 again: “…to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles with the priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of God, so that the Gentiles might become an offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.” These verses remind us of 1:5, “Through him and for his name’s sake we received grace and apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith.” For Paul, the calling to serve the Gentiles was God’s absolute grace on him. The calling to proclaim the gospel to the Gentiles was the invitation into the will of God to make the Gentiles acceptable. The grace was so big, it promised the forgiveness of sins to Paul, and through Paul to the Gentiles. For this Paul offered his body as a living sacrifice, in order that the Gentiles might be an offering acceptable to God. In this Paul saw that it was God who was sanctifying the Gentiles, and sanctified them by the power of the Holy Spirit. So Paul didn’t end his struggle with whether the gospel was effective on him. He offered himself to God who had met him with the grace. He offered himself with the faith that the gospel of Jesus would make not only Paul acceptable, but through Paul, the one time persecutor, could make the Gentiles—the ignorant enemies of God in history—equally acceptable. It is no less than the redemption of this world into God, the cleansing of God’s creation in the blood of Jesus, and out of it the promise of the new and eternal creation. That is what the gospel brought, and that is what Paul offered his life and ministry to see. 

What was the principle of his ministry’s direction? Look at verses 17-21. “Therefore I glory in Christ Jesus in my service to God. I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me in leading the Gentiles to obey God by what I have said and done—by the power of signs and miracles, through the power of the Spirit. So from Jerusalem all the way around to Illyricum, I have fully proclaimed the gospel of Christ. It has always been my ambition to preach the gospel where Christ was not known, so that I would not be building on someone else’s foundation. Rather, as it is written: ‘Those who were not told about him will see, and those who have not heard will understand.’” In verses 17-19 we see that Paul was completely for the gospel. He was completely offered in the service to God of proclaiming the gospel. His glory was in Christ Jesus, and his joy was nothing but the accomplishment of Christ to lead the Gentiles to obey God. I think in our time we don’t fully comprehend how ridiculous this must have sounded to those in Paul’s time, particularly the Jews, particularly Paul himself. Through the preaching of the gospel Paul was ever discovering the glory of God in Christ Jesus again and again.

What was Paul’s ambition in his ministry? Look at verses 20-21 again. Paul was an ambitious person, but his ambition seems almost self-defeating in a human sense. If he had an ambition for a large ministry, he might have settled down somewhere and built a foundation for a great ministry. But he didn’t. His ambition was fueled by his faith in the gospel. Paul always wanted to preach the gospel where Christ was not known. He went from one place to another, basically where there was no foundation for anyone to believe, and there he preached the gospel. And there the gospel began to take root, always amid the persecutions of God’s enemies. There Paul watched as the gospel would take root, where there was no chance for it to grab hold. There the gospel that was prophesied from Scripture began to open the eyes and the minds of those who were not told and who had not heard. Paul sacrificed his personal ambition, and intently sought God and his glory by teaching the gospel where Christ was not known, then being amazed at the power of Christ to make a holy vessel there. Paul saw Christ when he offered his body with such seeking-God faith.

What did that mean for his plan to visit Rome? Verse 22 says, “This is why I have often been hindered from coming to you.” What an irony that Paul’s offering of himself to see the glory of Christ meant that he was hindered from coming to the Christians at Rome that he was so boldly teaching in his letter. But Paul accepted the hindrance as a matter of the gospel work. So when Paul was hindered, he did not become frustrated. Instead he came back to the gospel which was never failing to create God’s people from Jerusalem all the way around to Illyricum, and would certainly create the Christians in Rome as God’s own.

Paul’s ministry, his life, his vision and his mission were all a result of the grace of God given to him. “Because of the grace God gave me…” (15:15b) We may take the grace as the reason for our struggle to sincerely believe the gospel, we may find that the grace may hinder us from doing something we planned. But let’s pray that the grace of God in the gospel may accomplish everything that Christ came for, and that the grace may plant the eternal hope of God in us as we go through all of these struggles.

II.  Jerusalem and Spain (23-33)
First, I am on my way to Jerusalem. (25) In verses 23-33 Paul talks about his plans for his ministry. Look at verses 23-27. “But now that there is no more place for me to work in these regions, and since I have been longing for many years to see you, I plan to do so when I go to Spain. I hope to visit you while passing through and to have you assist me on my journey there, after I have enjoyed your company for a while. Now, however, I am on my way to Jerusalem in the service of the saints there. For Macedonia and Achaia were pleased to make a contribution for the poor among the saints in Jerusalem. They were pleased to do it, and indeed they owe it to them. For if the Gentiles have shared in the Jews’ spiritual blessings, they owe it to the Jews to share with them their material blessings.”


Paul was on his way to Jerusalem to take an offering of material blessings from the Gentile churches to the brothers in Jerusalem. But it was more than just a material offering. It was the testimony of the work of God through the gospel to create God’s own people from among the Gentiles. It was more than just the submission of the Gentile churches to the saints in Jerusalem. It was the submission of the Gentiles to God himself, who saved them from their sins in the gospel. It was the obedience to God in the gospel, the gospel which had made them the enemies of Israel in history, but had now brought grace to them as a result of their disobedience. Paul was bringing the fruit of his ministry—and his prayer that this offering might be acceptable not only to God, but also to the saints living in Jerusalem (31). If this were a matter of money, Paul could have sent the offering by courier. But this was a matter of the gospel, and the offering was a testimony of God himself. For the sake of this offering, Paul would be arrested. He would later come to Rome, but only as a prisoner of Caesar. Ultimately, Paul would be executed. But he was joyful. Paul was joyful because in this way, he was an acceptable offering to God, his ministry was acceptable to God, and through the offering life, God was revealed. Paul was on his way to Jerusalem according to verse 25. But in light of his life, he was on his way to the kingdom of God. The trip to Jerusalem was absolutely necessary, for through it, God revealed the wideness of his creation work to the saints there. Through it the spread of the gospel to the ends of the earth was testified to God’s people.

Second, I will go to Spain. So what was Paul planning on doing after such a great offering and testimony? Look at verses 28-29. “So after I have completed this task and have made sure that they have received this fruit, I will go to Spain and visit you on the way. I know that when I come to you, I will come in the full measure of the blessing of Christ.” Paul was on his way to Spain. Jerusalem was one stop on that journey; Rome was another. Spain itself was just a stop on the way to the kingdom of God. Such was the vision of Paul as he did all things. Such was Paul’s vision when he was in trouble. According to verses 30 and 31, his trip to Jerusalem was a great struggle for him, one for which he requested prayers that he might be rescued from the dangers at the hands of unbelievers that he knew awaited him. “I urge you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join me in my struggle by praying to God for me. Pray that I may be rescued from the unbelievers in Judea and that my service in Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints there…” At such a time, Paul was not consumed with the dangerous situation; he saw Spain. He saw the place where the known world ended. He saw the place where this world met the kingdom of God. He saw the gospel of Jesus. Then he had hope. Verses 32-33 say, “…so that by God’s will I may come to you with joy and together with you be refreshed. The God of peace be with you all. Amen.” The prayer for Spain was the offering of Paul once again to God, in prayer, with the hope that God’s will be done. Paul led a tumultuous life, fraught with many dangers. But when he saw the fruit of the creation work of God in the Gentiles, he had hope to pray for Spain. And he had the God of peace in his heart.


This passage opens my eyes to the hope of God. If I think of going to Jerusalem and into danger, then the offering of myself becomes a martyrdom, and I can’t think of Spain. If I think of going to Spain, then the offering of myself becomes complete sacrifice, but I have to forget about Jerusalem. But in the prayer for Jerusalem and Spain both, we learn the hope that is beyond human sacrifice, that is God himself. May God bless me to pray to be used as one of his priests with this hope, as a pioneering missionary with this hope. May God bless Shepherd Jason and Shepherdess Cymbrie to pray with the hope of God who is making all things new. 
III.  Trust in the Gospel (16:1-27)

In verses 1-16, Paul greeted some of the saints in Rome that he knew. What can we learn from his greetings in 1-16?  One thing we can learn is that, for someone who had not yet ministered to the Gentiles there, he certainly knew a lot of them. I counted over thirty names in chapter 16. There was a ministry there made up of those who had probably for the most part emigrated there from other parts of the Roman Empire. Phoebe was a servant of the church in Cenchrea. Priscilla and Aquila were Paul’s fellow workers beginning in Corinth. Some were related to Paul, others were those who had ministered with Paul even to the point of risking their lives for him. Some had served time in prison with Paul. Others had believed in Christ even before Paul. The church at Rome was full of believers who worked hard in the Lord and were mature believers. 

But what did Paul do after greeting them one by one? He gave them a solemn warning. Look at verses 17-20. “I urge you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and put obstacles in your way that are contrary to the teaching you have learned. Keep away from them. or such people are not serving our Lord Christ, but their own appetites. By smooth talk and flattery they deceive the minds of naive people. Everyone has heard about your obedience, so I am full of joy over you; but I want you to be wise about what is good, and innocent about what is evil. The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.” What did Paul warn them about? Paul was concerned about those who came into the midst of God’s people and caused divisions, who put obstacles between the believers and God. By those who taught something other than the gospel of Jesus. Paul’s warning was simple: stay away from them. Be wise about what is good and innocent about what is evil. What is it to be wise about what is good and innocent about what is evil? One thing it means is to not try to overcome evil with wisdom or persuasion. Verse 20 teaches us to surrender these things to God. We cannot overcome Satan with our wisdom. But God will crush Satan under his feet. He will establish his peace with us in spite of those who would disrupt this. We know this because of the grace of our Lord Jesus given to us. The grace of Jesus testifies to us that God is working in all things to crush Satan and to restore peace between God and his creation.

If Paul saw all the potential threats to the ministry and to the ones he loved so dearly, on what basis could he be sure of the gospel work in spite of the coming danger? We can learn the source of Paul’s confidence when we read verses 25-27. “Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past, but now revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, so that all nations might believe and obey him—to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen.”

The summary of these verses is that God is able. He is able by the gospel to deliver his people from all danger, including sin and death. He is able by the gospel to establish his own out of the Gentiles of all nations, those who believe and obey him. He is able to save this world from the power of sin and death, and deliver it. He is able to create servants of God out of sinners by the gospel of Jesus. The power of the gospel is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes. The power of the gospel is the testimony of the sovereign mercy of God, which rules over sin and death itself to make a new creation, of which we are the testimonies. God is able. We offer our bodies as living sacrifices to the one who is able, through that offering, to reveal himself to the ends of the earth as the only wise God, the eternal God, the all glorious God. May God bless us to offer our bodies to him because of his grace. May God bless us to offer our bodies to him because of this hope.

