 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1OFFER YOUR BODIES AS LIVING SACRIFICES
Romans 12:1-16:27


Key Verse 12:1, 2

* Living sacrifice 1: sincere love (12:1-13)

1. 12:1. How is “God's mercy” described in the previous chapters (cf. 11:32)? What is the logic with which Paul urges the believers to offer their bodies as living sacrifices because of God’s mercy (cf. 11:36)? How does Paul view our body? What does he mean that to offer our bodies as living sacrifices is a “spiritual act of worship”? 
2. 12:2-11. How can a person offer his body as a living sacrifice according to verse 2? In the renewed mind, how are we to think of ourselves and other believers (12:3-8)? Why can't I keep my faith personal, just between me and God? What does the paragraph in verses 2-8 teach us about the opportunity, responsibility and the importance of life together in our Christian life? How must we practice the love of co-believers according to 12:9-11? What will happen by “the renewing of” our mind (12:2)? How does the love of our co-believers turn into the love of God and vice versa? How could practicing the love of God and neighbor be the offering of our bodies as living sacrifices? How could this practice be the act of spiritual worship? On what basis could Paul assert such a big claim as testing and approving God’s will?
* Living sacrifice 2: overcome evil with good (12:14-21)

3. 12:14-16. Find a right verb for each teaching in verses 14-16. What should we do with those who persecute us (14)?  How can we bless those who persecute us? How can we practice the teaching in verse 15? How can we live in harmony with one another? What would our life be like if we practice all three things? 
4. 12:17-21. What should we pay back to the one who does evil to us? Why should we do good to those who do evil to us? Why would practicing the teaching in 12:14-21 be the offering of our bodies as living sacrifices? In what way would this practice be the spiritual act of worship?

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1* Living sacrifice 3: Clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ (13:1-14)

5. 13:1-7. Why should a Christian submit to the governing authorities (1-5)? What does Paul teach in verses 6 and 7? Do you think Paul was aware of governments which persecuted Christians?  What are the limits of a Christian's obedience to government?  Do you think Paul and the Christians of his day obeyed laws which forbid the practice of Christianity or insisted on emperor worship? What guidance do verses 1-7 give to Christians living under a totalitarian regime or under any government which can never be perfect?

6. 13:8-14. What should Christians do with debt? How should we pay our neighbors the debt of love according to verses 8-10? Why can’t we even reduce the debt to love one another but let it remain outstanding? Why should we still pay the debt of love if we know we will never pay it off (11-12a)? What does it mean that “the night is nearly over; the day is almost near”? So what should we do because the time is near (12b-14)? Why do men indulge in the “deeds of darkness” in view of the teaching in verses 11-14? What is the armor of light?  How can we put it on?  What does it mean to clothe ourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ?  Why should we live against our nature and rather clothe ourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ (cf. 12:1)? SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
* Living sacrifice 4: We ought to bear the weak in love (14:1-23)

7. 14:1-23. What are the ‘disputable matters’ about which Paul speaks? How should Christians accept one another without passing judgment on disputable matters? How does the gospel of Christ’s death and his resurrection apply to this issue? What is the general rule of thumb to love one another according to the teaching in 14:1-23? 
* Living sacrifice 5: Bear with the failing of the weak with hope (15:1-13)

8. 15:1 -13. Why should we bear the failings of the weak? How can we do that (1-4)? For what purpose should we endure the failings of the weak and encourage one another all the time (5-7)? What does Christ teach us in his example (3, 8-13)? What will we learn by bearing the failings of the weak (13)?
* Living sacrifice: Paul’s example (15:14-22)

9. 15:14-22. What does Paul say about the general spiritual maturity of the Christians in Rome (14; cf. 1:8, 12)? What did he write to the already fully and completely mature and competent (15-19)? Why did he then dare to teach these competent Christians (cf. 15-17)? What was the principle of his ministry’s direction (20, 21)? Why then does he minister to the already established Christians in Rome (22-33; cf. 15-19)? In what way did he practice his teaching in 12:1?
10. What does Paul mean that his work of preaching the gospel to the Gentiles is a ‘priestly duty’ (cf. Ex 19:4-6; l Pe 2:9, 10)? What does he mean by ‘so that the Gentiles might become an offering acceptable to God’? Why is being ‘sanctified by the Holy Spirit’ the way to make a person acceptable to God? How does becoming an offering to God affect the life of the one offered? What is the contemporary spiritual equivalent to the Gentiles of Paul’s day? How can we practice Paul’s direction of preaching the gospel to Gentiles? What is the difficulty of that practice? What do you learn from him that he also preached to the established Christians? What do you learn from his vision and hope?

* Living sacrifice: Trust in the gospel (16:1-27)

11. What can you learn from his greetings in 1-16?  What did he warn them about (17-19)? On what basis could he be sure of the gospel work in spite of the coming danger (20, 26-27)? What is the hidden mystery he mentioned in verse 25 (cf. Eph 3:4-6)? What do you learn from him in the closing words of his letter to the Romans (25-27)? 
