 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1SO THAT HE MAY HAVE MERCY ON THEM ALL

Romans 9:1-11:36

Key Verse: 11:32, 36
The whole content of chapters 9-11 could have been summarized in one sentence, that the Israelites’ rejection of Christ was God’s sovereign act of mercy. But the clear cut summary means nothing, says nothing, and is just a dead theory. It is a meaningless combination of words unless we know the truth of their rejection and of God’s mercy (9:1). He speaks of the truth in the length of three chapters. I hope we get into the truth as we plow through these chapters. The urgent need to know the truth is also due to the reality of this world. Though some may speak of the expansion of Christianity, for a skeptic, not much seems to have changed even 2,000 years after the conclusion stated in 11:32. We met the same challenge when we studied the Minor Prophets a few years ago, the chasm between what they believed and the historical reality they were in and we are in. I hope we get to the truth which Paul speaks in these chapters which has strongly and convincingly come down to us even after 2,000 years of scrutiny, with no apology for all that man has been suspicious about. Come, Lord Jesus!
I.  It is not as though God’s word had failed (9:1-29)

Paul abruptly changes his tone from that of the inspiring and life-giving words in 8:39 to that of anxiety and sorrow in 9:1. He said in 8:39, “…neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Amen. Now he says, “I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience confirms it in the Holy Spirit—I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.” How serious was Paul’s anguish over his people Israel? “For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race, the people of Israel.” Paul speaks of the surpassing joy and the extreme sorrow in one breath. Can he be suspected of a severe case of manic-depression? We learn at the beginning of his words, however, that his anguish is “the truth in Christ”. Paul was expressing the joy in Christ and the sorrow in Christ. Just as Christ was cursed and was cut off from God on behalf of Israel, Paul meets the failure of Israel with the mind of Christ. He is not talking about his own emotion. He was united with Christ in sorrow as well as in joy. There was no conflict between 8:39 and 9:1. In fact, we met the same baffling experience when we read the abrupt change of tone from 1:17 to 1:18. Paul speaks to us the truth of the gospel, the truth of Christ, the truth of God shown to us in Christ Jesus our Lord, to which he was united when he was created anew in Christ Jesus.
Paul lists the God given privileges of Israel in verses 2-4. “Theirs is the adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises. Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, forever praised! Amen.” What do these privileges have to do with Paul’s extreme anguish over the Israelites’ rejection of Christ? Each of their privileges meant God’s faithful revelation of his glory to mankind over thousands of years. God deposited all his trust on Israel and entrusted all the honor of his Name to them ever since he called them. Therefore the failure of the chosen people Israel seems to have meant to Paul the bankruptcy of God’s honor. Paul’s heart was broken and he was consumed with anguish over the honor of the Name. 

The noble and admirable anguish of Paul over Israel and over the honor of God’s name, however, puzzles us. The Covenant seemed virtually dead. The people of Israel seemed dead to God. Their failure seemed fatal and irrecoverable. They did not just make a mistake. Their sins of the past could have been forgiven. But now they crucified Christ who is God over all, who is forever praised, amen. Their mistake was thoroughly self-destructive. Now, we see Paul agonizing over this matter which seems finished, of which there is no answer. He seems to be agonizing over those who are enemies of God. He reminds us of King David who wept and mourned over the death of his son Absalom, over the death of Saul. Should we label Paul too “humanistic”?
Paul called the burden an unceasing anguish. When he was rejoicing in Christ his heart was aching with the anguish as well. He called the anguish the truth in Christ. Paul was crucified with Christ on behalf of Israel because they were his own race. He was not talking about tribalism or racism. We know he was confessing the unfailing trust in God who made the race. The people may have failed, but the truth that God had made them is not deleted. Paul was hanging on that everlasting truth like the mother in the Bible who wept over her dead son and cried to the Lord Jesus. Yes, it was an unceasing anguish because the truth that God has made Israel never ceases.
We learn in verse 6 that Paul went to hear the word of Christ with this burden. He did not demand God for an answer or the solution. He wanted to hear God’s word, the word of Christ, as we learn in 10:17. That was how he was crucified with Christ. That is what it means to be crucified with Christ. We want happiness, joy and prosperity. God will grant those things. But may those who love God ask that they be crucified with Christ. In other words, Paul’s anguish was over the matter of sin. That insight is supported when we read the conclusion in 11:32 and 11:36 where we see that sin is no more but God alone is there. To make sense of how real was the agony over the matter of God’s name or the matter of sin, we should pay attention to the list of the God-given privileges as well as to how other Israelites may have thought of the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. The people of Israel may have failed, but the privileges still stood, and God’s calling still stood. No other people could replace the people of Israel. Actually, nothing seemed to change after the crucifixion. Everything was the same and the Israelites could have started all over again as they always had. But Paul got stuck with the matter of sin which was exposed in the daylight when they crucified Christ their God. People couldn’t understand Jesus because he seemed to be denouncing every religious establishment including Moses and the temple. Jesus’ zeal was for the house of God. His agony was over the matter of sin which had crept in and made the House of God the den of robbers. Paul’s anguish was that of Christ’s agony. We are concerned about our church, about how to maintain the spiritual legacy and how to sustain the God-given privileges. We have to ask God that he may raise even one, even two, who share Christ’s anguish over the matter of sin. We do not care about God’s name. We are self-centered, and have no idea how serious that problem is, and that is what the very problem of sin is. We do not know how serious the matter is that we do not seek God’s face like an infant anxiously seeks his mother’s face and never rests until he sees his mother. We seek security and stability instead even if we are aware how illusive they are. We should pray that God may call his own who would be united with Christ in his anguish over the matter of sin, those who would come to hear the word of Christ because of the agony.
 Let’s read 9:6a. “It is not as though God's word had failed.” Why does Paul say this? It is because the failure of Israel could mean the failure of God’s word. Paul explains in 9:6b-29 why he doesn’t think so. We can divide his reasoning into three parts. First, The children of the promise are reckoned as God’s children (9:6-9). When Paul called the Israelites as “his brothers,” “his own race” in verse 3, he was seeing the people in relation to him. But here he sees them in God’s relationship to them. Then he sees many different things. He saw that not all who were descended from Israel inherited the name of Israel. Nor because they were Jacob’s descendants were they all Abraham's children. God’s children were those who were called into the covenant given to Isaac, Jacob’s father. In other words, God's children are not recognized by their DNA, but by the promise through which they were created. God gave many descendants to Abraham, as numerous as the stars in the sky, as the sands on the seashore. But from the beginning, God made it clear that the children of the promise would be regarded as Abraham's offspring. “For this was how the promise was stated: ‘At the appointed time I will return, and Sarah will have a son.’” Abraham himself knew this. That is why he was not anxious though he had only one son in his life time, not many. That is why he could offer Isaac. We should stop fooling ourselves and others by what we see in people and by what we hear from them. We should pray for the appearance of the children of the promise. That will be the ministry of the word.

Second, God’s purpose in election is declared in the calling of his own (9:10-13). Rebekah had two children from one and the same husband, Isaac, the heir of the Covenant. Yet, before the twins were born or had done anything good or bad she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” It was because God loved Jacob, but hated Esau. By electing Jacob over Esau, God revealed that his children are made not by works but by him who calls. In fact, Isaac favored Esau because this young man brought wild game to him and that pleased Isaac who loved to eat gourmet food. Isaac favored Esau also because he was the firstborn son. But Rebekah did not give in to Isaac’s favoritism because she remembered God’s word regarding Jacob and Esau. When Paul remembered God’s election of Jacob, he crucified his emotional attachment to his brothers, to his race. Then he came back to his right mind. He was freed from his anguish over the Israelites and became conscious of God who elects. We should learn from Paul. We should stop acting like Isaac in the gospel ministry. We should constantly listen to the word of Christ, the promise of election by which he creates his own today. We would be blind to God by our prejudice as was Isaac. We would go through the trial and error experience as the prophet Samuel did when he was sent to anoint King David. But the word of God is always near us. Only we should learn to put aside all we have in our minds, empty ourselves and listen to the word of God. We should pray that he may speak to us. Then we will be free to join God. 

Third, God’s mercy (9:14-18). God’s sovereign election of Jacob seems arbitrary and despotic. How does Paul reason that God’s biased election is not unjust? He begins with the words, “Not at all!” He means the question itself is nonsense. Then he explains that God’s election is the act of God’s mercy and of his compassion in 9:14-18. God said to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.”  The election, therefore, does not depend on man's desire or effort, but on God's mercy. Jacob would be grateful and Esau wouldn’t be. So Paul quotes another verse from Exodus. God said to Pharaoh: “I raised you up for this very purpose, that I might display my power in you and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” God has mercy on whom he wants to have mercy, and he hardens whom he wants to harden. Esau still wouldn’t buy that idea. He would ask how the biased favoritism could be called justice and mercy. He forgot one thing, which is, no one deserved mercy, and God owed mercy to no one. If Pharaoh had learned correctly, he could have confessed his gratefulness that God used this undeserving sinner as a tool for God’s glory. We read that kind of attitude in the confession of the Syrophenician woman. When sin is ignored, people argue whether God is fair or just. That is the problem of our times. The enemy speaks against God with the issue of fairness and justice and whispers that issue into the ears of the many foolish hearts. May the gospel which declares God’s mercy on sinners be preached and silence all the foolish talk.

Fourth, God creates his own (9:19-24). To us, the complaint against God in verse 19 seems reasonable. Really, if God hardened Pharaoh, “Then why does God still blame us? For who resists his will?” What is wrong with this reasonable complaint? First of all, Paul says, it is like pottery complaining against the Potter. God has a right to make whatever he wants to make just as a potter makes some pottery for noble purpose and some for common use. But we are not pottery. We are human. That argument is actually as stupid as the complaint in verse 19. The answer is already given in the example of Pharaoh. God could simply wipe Pharaoh out. But why did he use the king? That is explained in verses 22-24. God uses his sovereignty for the purpose of education, to teach the riches of his mercy. We should take note that Paul does not indicate who the object of his wrath is and who the object of his mercy is in his wonderful argument in 9:22-24. But in verse 24, we can easily get out of the confusion and understand that the objects of God’s mercy are those whom God calls. If Pharaoh listened to the word of Christ, he would be the object of God’s mercy. In fact, God spared him when he listened to God. But the king destroyed himself, his son and his nation when he stopped listening to God’s warning. Paul makes it clear and obvious in verses 22-24 that God showed mercy to both objects. The truth that God’s sovereignty is expressed in mercy tells us that it is different from determinism or the idea of fate as we already learned in 8:29. If God wanted to work with those who deserve his mercy, he would find none. So, he took Jacob as his own because of his mercy and used Pharaoh by his mercy. But Pharaoh might not be satisfied with this explanation. He still might have a question about what all these mercy things are because, anyway, he was not favored.

In 9:25-29, Paul quotes from Hosea and Isaiah and tells us that God creates his own by his mercy. Up to 9:24 we might get the impression that God is a skillful and wise crisis manager. We should repent of that idea because that idea is shared by many and so applied in the gospel ministry. The answer to the deadlock situation, the failure of Israel, the dishonor of God’s name, the matter of sin, is the reminder of God the Creator. Amen.  Look at what he does with the Gentiles. He said in Hosea: “I will call them ‘my people’ who are not my people; and I will call her ‘my loved one’ who is not my loved one,” and, “It will happen that in the very place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ they will be called ‘sons of the living God.’” God didn’t say he would pretend that the Gentiles were his own. He would create his own by calling them. When he calls there come all things out of nothing. When he calls the Gentiles his own they are created his own to display the truth that God is the Creator and that he is the living God. As we read in 11:19 some of the Gentiles would despise the Israelites just as the latter did before Christ came. Well, they should watch out. They should remember that the Israelites shipwrecked when they ignored him who made them. 


Look what God said through Isaiah concerning Israel. “Isaiah cries out concerning Israel: ‘Though the number of the Israelites be like the sand by the sea, only the remnant will be saved.’ For the Lord will carry out his sentence on earth with speed and finality. It is just as Isaiah said previously: ‘Unless the Lord Almighty had left us descendants, we would have become like Sodom, we would have been like Gomorrah.’” God judges and creates his own, the remnant. They are not leftovers. They are the people whom God creates. They are the people who listen to the word of Christ. Paul’s anguish over Israel was because he forgot to hear God though he saw them and himself. Now, he sees the active work of the Almighty who judges sin and yet preserves the sinful, while he does not fail to create the children of the promise. We have many whose hearts are tender and sympathetic toward others. Thank God for them. We should pray, however, that God raises up some who hear God’s word, the word of Christ, and are united with Christ in his suffering, who join the work of God’s creation.
II. The stumbling stone (9:30-10:21)

In 9:30-33 Paul introduces us to the Stumbling Stone, Christ Jesus our Lord. Paul tells us that what we have thought about is not a conceptual thing which we should generate by our intelligence. No. The truth is embodied in Christ Jesus, written in the Bible as the gospel. In 10:1-21 Paul explains to us how the truth of the stumbling stone applies to us Gentiles, and to the Israelites. 

What question arises because of the prophecy of the acceptance of the Gentiles and the failure of Israel? The Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have obtained it, a righteousness that is by faith, while Israel, who pursued a law of righteousness, has not attained it. As some misunderstand, Paul is not promoting his people not to work. No. His point is in the ignorance. Israel failed because they pursued the righteousness not by faith but as if it were by works. They stumbled over the “stumbling stone.” How did the “stumbling stone” reveal the essence of the riches of God’s sovereignty? He creates his own by the Stumbling Stone. He said through Isaiah, “See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”

We have said that Paul repented of his attachment to his brothers and joined God. But in 10:1 he seems the same. He says, “Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved.”  Why does he pray for those who rejected God? “For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on knowledge.”  Paul prayed for the Israelites because they were zealous for God, and the zeal was not their own enthusiasm. It was the product of God’s mercy on them by giving them the knowledge of God’s name. Paul was obedient to God. But the problem of the Israelites was that they were ignorant. Why was the ignorance of the righteousness from God a problem?  “Since they did not know the righteousness that comes from God and sought to establish their own, they did not submit to God's righteousness.” Why was their acting in ignorance a problem for God? They stood against God, transgressed God’s will, hindered and attempted to destroy God’s work which is done only through Christ. “Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes.” Their self-serving zeal was not a negative and passive problem. It was a murderous act. How then can Christ, the “stumbling stone”, be their salvation as well as for those who trust in him? God would stop them, and he would save those who trust in Christ Jesus. Paul comes to the Stumbling Stone on behalf of his brothers and listens to the word of Christ. That is what he writes about in 10:5-21. 

First, the word is near you (10:5-13). Moses, the servant of God, teaches us that we live by doing what is right. But he also teaches that we may not attempt to reach heaven by our own effort or attempt to take all the responsibility of our transgressions and sins. He meant that we deny Christ by that kind of zeal. He is speaking to those who want to clear what they have done before they come to study the Bible. The truth of such sincerity is that under the disguise of the zeal is the fierce rejection and despise of Christ. Moses then teaches us that the word is near us, in our mouth and in our heart. And the word is the word of Christ, the Stumbling Stone, on which we fall and stumble as we insist on our righteousness as well as unrighteousness. Thank God for establishing the Stumbling Stone so that we can fall and get stumbled upon. Otherwise we would never learn to trust in him. Everyone experiences failure, but not many know that they got stumbled upon the Stumbling Stone. Thanks be to God who teaches us that we got stumbled upon Christ Jesus. We should pray that God may protect those who fell that they may not be fallen forever. We should pray that God may help them to know that they stumbled upon the Stumbling Stone in the hope that they may put their trust in Christ Jesus the one and only Savior. He is near us. We should preach that. How do we know he is near us? We have the Bible. How can the nearness of the word mean the nearness of Christ our God? Let’s read 10:14-15. “How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news?’”

We have noticed that it was Moses who taught the good news. “But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, ‘Lord, who has believed our message?’” Why not? 10:17 says, “Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.” As noticed, Moses had a full and complete message. But the Israelites failed to hear the word of Christ. What is hearing the “word of Christ”? We may think of the teaching as the problem of our selective hearing. But 10:18 answers that. “But I ask: Did they not hear? Of course they did: ‘Their voice has gone out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world.’” We may then be suspicious of the lack of understanding. That is also denied in verses 19-20, though, indirectly. “Again I ask: Did Israel not understand? First, Moses says, ‘I will make you envious by those who are not a nation; I will make you angry by a nation that has no understanding.’ And Isaiah boldly says, ‘I was found by those who did not seek me; I revealed myself to those who did not ask for me.’” Then what is hearing the word of Christ? We find the answer in 10:21, “But concerning Israel he says, ‘"All day long I have held out my hands to a disobedient and obstinate people.’” The word, “obstinate” means “tenaciously unwilling to yield, or difficult to manage, control, or subdue. The word originates from the Latin “obstinare” which means “to persist.” The persistent refusal of the help from God through Christ was the problem.  To hear the word of Christ means to yield to God and accept his gift of righteousness. Nothing seems wrong about the stubborn, strong character. That is a leadership quality, however, provided the person remembers he has been falling, got stumbled upon the Stumbling Stone, that he is a sinner, a habitual transgressor, a good-for-nothing, actually, a harmful existence who shouldn’t be, a lump of clay, not even of high quality clay.
III. The remnant of Israel (11:1-36)

In 11:1-6, Paul teaches that God answers the failure of the Israelites by preserving the remnants. How does Paul know for sure of the existence of the remnants? First, he saw that he is the testimony of the remnant. Then he remembered what God said to the prophet Elijah, the reservation of 7,000 when the prophet felt that he was the only believer left in the land of Israel. But we should remember that he was standing alone before God. We should remember that Paul did not come to this assurance by census or by longing around his coworkers. The truth was that he had quite a few coworkers, though they were not quite a nation yet. He was not talking about the future of the Church that someday she will evangelize the whole world. He was talking about the future of the gospel. He was standing before the gospel, the revelation of God, who would make the remnants by his gospel. As I said earlier, the remnants are not the leftovers. Paul learned to trust God. His trust in God over what he felt is well expressed in 11:2. “God did not reject his people, whom he foreknew.” His assurance in God rested of the appearance of Christ, which Paul describes in 11:5-6 as the appearance of grace. “So too, at the present time there is a remnant chosen by grace. And if by grace, then it is no longer by works; if it were, grace would no longer be grace.”  Why is the issue of grace important? Why should grace be grace? What does it mean? Paul meant let God be all. Paul meant what hymn 47 says, “In my hand no price I bring; simply to thy cross I cling.”

In 11:7-32, Paul reaches the climax of his exposition of the truth in Christ. He first shows in 11:7-10 that God's hardening of Israel is a result of Israel's rejection of his grace (Dt 29:2-6) and the rejection of the faith which hopes for God’s salvation (Ps 69:16-23). Then in 11:11-32, the Israelites’ transgression resulted in the salvation of the Gentiles to make Israel envious. As is often misunderstood by many, God seems to appear as a manipulator. He seems to rely on and take advantage of the failure of the Israelites. We should not join this foolish wickedness. Look at 11:12-32 carefully.  Paul speaks of God the Almighty who brings salvation in the place of transgression. So goes the confidence and vision in 11:12. “But if their transgression means riches for the world, and their loss means riches for the Gentiles, how much greater riches will their fullness bring!” With what hope does Paul, therefore, serve the ministry for the Gentiles? He says in 11:13-16, “I am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I make much of my ministry in the hope that I may somehow arouse my own people to envy and save some of them. For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead? If the part of the dough offered as firstfruits is holy, then the whole batch is holy; if the root is holy, so are the branches.” Is he a nationalist or a racist? That is simply a stupid question. Where does Paul’s confidence come from? Of course, it comes from Christ Jesus who has done the work of the salvation of the Gentiles. Paul sees that all things are sanctified in Christ Jesus. He sees that God nourishes all of his own by the resurrection, the risen Lord. He is holy and we are nourished with his holiness. Amen.

So in 11:17-24 Paul warns the Gentile believers to remember God with reverence for God appeared as the Stumbling Stone, the Judge-Savior, in their deliverance. They should not become obsessed with themselves. In 11:25-27, he urges the Gentile believers to fix their eyes on the Deliverer instead. From 11:28, Paul explains how the old and the new covenants work together. Paul means the Covenant stands forever. Actually, there is no such thing as old and new covenants. The Covenant is the Covenant of God, and Christ Jesus is the God of the Covenant. There is no failure in God. “As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies on your account; but as far as election is concerned, they are loved on account of the patriarchs, for God's gifts and his call are irrevocable. Just as you who were at one time disobedient to God have now received mercy as a result of their disobedience, so they too have now become disobedient in order that they too may now receive mercy as a result of God's mercy to you. For God has bound all men over to disobedience so that he may have mercy on them all.” We learn from Paul in his final hymn offered to God that he is not talking about the mechanism of salvation. That is clear and loud in the last verse. “Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! ‘Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?’ ‘Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?’ For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen.” What does Paul mean? He means God is our Creator, he is our Life and that in him, to him and through him we are. The problematic Israel is also from God, through God and to God. They are still there. But God, the Stumbling Stone, the Deliverer, has come. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen. Look! He is making all things new.

