THOSE WHO ARE  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1IN CHRIST JESUS
Romans 6:1-8:39


Key verse: 8:39

* We were baptized into Christ Jesus (6:1-14) – key verse: 6:5, 6

1. 6:1-4. Who does “we” in verse 1 refer to (cf. 5:1)? What does it mean to “live in sin”? Why does this question arise in view of Paul’s answer in verses 1-4? What does Paul mean with the words “By no means!”? Why is there no way for us to return to living in sin (2, 3)? What does it mean that we “were baptized into Christ Jesus” (3, 4; cf. Mk 10:38, 39; Gal 2:20)? What does it mean that we were baptized into “his death”? What does it mean that we were “buried with him”?  How do we “know” this truth is for real (cf. 5:5; 4:21; John 3:5; 1 Pe 1:2, 3; 2 Co 5:17)? What does this “knowledge” tell us of the fundamental change which has come upon us (cf. 4:20, 21; 24-25; 5:1, 11)?
2. 6:5-10. In what different way does Paul describe our condition of being baptized into Christ Jesus in 6:5-10?  How does Christ set us free from the power and guilt of sin? Which part of the knowledge do we know and how do we know it? Which part can we only anticipate? How can we be sure of what we can only anticipate (10)?

3. 6:11-14.What is it to “count ourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus”? Therefore, how should the new understanding of ourselves affect our lives? What does it mean to let sin reign in our mortal body or to offer the parts of our body as instruments of wickedness (cf. 1:18-3:20)? What does it mean to offer the parts of our body to God as instruments of righteousness (cf. 5:18; 4:22; 4:17)? What is an “instrument”? What can we learn here about the nature of the Christian life? In what respect is the Christian life more than just avoiding committing moral sins? Why is the offering of ourselves as instruments of righteousness mandatory (6:14)?

* Offer the parts of your body in slavery to righteousness (6:15-23)

4. 6:15-18. Why does the question in verse 15 arise in view of Paul’s answer in verses 15 and 16? What is the truth of man according to 6:15-18? What is it to be a slave to sin? Why is living as a slave to sin bad? Why is obedience good? How could the Roman Christians get out of slavery to sin and become slaves to righteousness?  
5. 6:19-23. What was our experience in our natural selves (6:19, 20)? What should we learn from our experience? What benefit did we reap before we were set free from sin? What benefit can we now expect to reap? How can we be sure that we will have eternal life? What is eternal life? What does it mean that death is "the wages of sin"? What does it mean that eternal life is “a gift of God"? 

* We died to the law through the body of Christ (7:1-25) – key verse: 7:25

6. 7:1a. Why is Paul bringing up the issue of law in chapter 7 (cf. 7:4, 25, Gal 3:24)? Why is he talking exclusively to those who know the law? What does it mean to “know the law”? Who are they? 
7.  7:1b-6. What do we know about the limit of the law’s authority? How have we died to the law through the body of Christ according to the illustration of the law of marriage on a married woman? What is the other side of the truth that we died to the law through the body of Christ (4b)? What is expected of us who are in the new status of belonging to the risen Christ (4b)? Why couldn’t we bear fruit to God? How is it possible for us to bear fruit to God now? 

8. 7:7-24. Describe each step of how we die to the law through the body of Christ.
9. 7:7-13. How could the question whether the law is sin arise (cf. 7:6)? What benefit does the law bring to us (7a)? How did Paul learn what coveting really was (7b-8)? How is this commandment different from the other nine in the Ten Commandments? How had the commandment cause death to Paul (9-11; cf. Eph 2:1; Col 2:13; Jn 5:24)? How is this death different from that in verse 4? What does Paul confess in verses 12 and 13? 
10. 7:14-24. Why does the law, which is good and holy in its quality with the good intention to expose sin as sin, actually cause damage, even death, to us (14)? How does Paul describe his condition of being sold as a slave to sin in verses 15-23? In what way does the illustration in verses 15-23 tell us about the human condition of all men since Adam (cf. 1:21; 3:11; 10:20, 21; 11:32)? What is doing good (cf. 7:1, 22)? What is the struggle that goes on inside of the one who wants to do good (cf. Gal 3:24)? What is the result of the struggle (24, 25a)? What does Paul confess about himself in verse 25b? What is God’s law to him then?

* No condemnation for those in Christ Jesus (8:1-17) – key verse: 8:11
11. 8:1-3a. What does it mean to be “in Christ Jesus” according to chapter 7 (cf. 7:4, 24)? What is the condemnation from which those in Christ Jesus are set free (cf. 2:1; 2:3; 2:9; 5:12; 7:13, 24, 25)? Why is there no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus (8:2-3a; cf. 5:1-11, 16; 6:6, 7; 7:6)? 

12. 8:3b-11. In what new aspect does Paul describe those in Christ Jesus (8:3b-4)?  List the differences in verses 5-8 between those who live “in accordance to the Spirit” (cf. 6:17; 4:21,22, 24-25) and those who live “according to the sinful nature” (cf. 1:21; 2:1; 2:17). Who is in charge of those in Christ Jesus and those who live according to their sinful nature, respectively? How is a person controlled by the Spirit of God (9)? In what different way does Paul describe the status of being in Christ in verse 10a? What good does Christ do if he is in us (10b-11)?  What does "give life to your mortal bodies” mean?
13. 8:12-17. To whom do we have an obligation?  Why do we have an obligation to the Spirit (12-14)? How do we come out of slavery to our sinful nature and live as sons of God (14-16)? What is the difference between a son and a slave according to verses 15 and 16?  What are the privileges of sons?  Why is sharing in Christ’s sufferings a sign “indeed” that we are heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ?
* We are more than conquerors (8:18-39)

14. 8:18-27. What is the hope we can consider to which our present sufferings are not worth comparing? Who are the “sons of God”? Why does the creation wait in eager expectation for the appearance of the sons of God (19-21)? What is the glorious freedom of the children of God (cf. 7:25; 8:1)? How is the hope described in two different ways in verses 22 and 23? What problem do we have regarding the hope (24)? How do we live for the hope (25)? How does the Spirit help us in this matter of living for the hope (26-27)? 
15. 8:28-30. What is God's will of which we are sure (28)? On what basis are we sure of the good will of God (29-30)? 
16. 8:31-39. What, then, shall we say in response to the good will of God shown in the gospel of Jesus Christ (31-36)? How can we be “more than conquerors” in all things (37-39)? What does it mean to be “more than conquerors”?
