THOSE WHO ARE  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1IN CHRIST JESUS
Romans 6:1-8:39

Key verses: 8:37-39

“No, in all these things we are more than conquerors

through him who loved us….nor anything else in all creation,

will be able to separate us from the love of God

that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”


We learned in chapters 3:21-5:21 what it means that we have been justified. That means we are connected to God. We have inherited God. Therefore, we hope for God and have hope in God. But this new status is sustained by the gospel. We wake up to God everyday through the gospel of the forgiveness of our sins. Without the gospel which speaks to us of our justification, we remain in ourselves. But the gospel is sound and it liberates us from the world we have known into the marvelous light of Christ Jesus who declares that we have been justified and that we are God’s own. The gospel often reminds me of Noah’s ark in which Noah and his family and all the animals were kept while the whole world was judged. I am often amused with the thought that I am like one of those happy animals. Though we live in this world, the gospel enables us to abide in Christ Jesus. He is the Ark which revealed God’s presence among the ancient Hebrews. Literally, the gospel is the power of God for the salvation of us all. 
We like the gospel of the forgiveness of sin because of its protection. But what is in that happy new life? Does it end in itself like the old fairy tales in that we would live happily ever after? Then it is not much different from being drugged, or being in a coma, which is self-deception, an escape from reality. On the contrary, the justified life means joining Christ and his camp to fight the sin of the world by the gospel. Just as the life preserved in Noah’s ark was the seed of the new beginning of the world, the life in Christ Jesus is given the potential to bring all creation into liberation. That is what we learn in chapters 6-8. The big project of liberation sounds great but somewhat unreal and somewhat scary to us. The seemingly fuzzy notion, however, is cleared in chapter 6. We learn in this chapter that the grand work already has begun in us. We do what we couldn’t do before we were justified: we offer the parts of our body in slavery to righteousness.  We do it consciously and intentionally knowing that the attempt is from the gospel. We know that offering ourselves in slavery to righteousness is against our nature. But that happens as we hold on to the teaching of the gospel wholeheartedly. We do so and we can do so because we were baptized into Christ Jesus. We learn in chapter 7 the vivid illustration of how we die to the law through the body of Christ and become new creation who bears fruit to God. We will learn in this chapter the somewhat confusing truth that we die to the law through someone else’s death, even if that is of Christ. Lastly, we learn in chapter 8 that being justified means being in Christ Jesus. We have been crucified with him to the world and the world has been crucified to us. Those who have been crucified with Christ, which is what it means being in Christ, are those who share the sufferings of Christ. They are more than conquerors. The conquerors have this world. Those who are crucified with Christ save the world into the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
I. Offer the parts of your body in slavery to righteousness (6:1-23) – key verse: 6:13
Let’s read 6:1. “What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase?”  Who do “we” refer to here? They are those who have been justified. Why does this question arise? It arises because of the teaching in 5:20 and 21 which says where sin increased, grace increased all the more. We know that this question is not just a hypothetical question. The question is taken as a way in the minds of many lukewarm Christians. In view of Paul’s answer in verse 3, we find that the leeward question is actually a denial of the forgiveness of sins and unbelief in the justification.  Paul says, “By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?” 

 What does it mean to “go on sinning” or to “live in sin”? It simply means to deny God. We know that it is impossible when we hear the gospel of the forgiveness of our sins. That is what Paul is saying with the words “By no means!” Why is there no way for us to return to living in sin any longer? Well, a dead man can not come back and those who have been justified are dead to sin and sin is dead to them. They have nothing to do with sin with which they were accused and the indictment of their sin has nothing to do with them any longer.  The warranty of such a new status is not in them but in Christ Jesus, on the historical testimony of his death on the cross and in his resurrection, in the gospel which is living and active today. 
The word “baptism” in verses 1-4 refers to death (cf. Mark 10:38, 39). Today, we see the sprinkling of water but originally, people were immersed in water submerging the whole body in the baptismal rite. When they came out of the water, their old selves were considered dead and they became new. Paul uses the word “baptism” in that sense. We have been justified means we have been dead to the world and were born into the new life in Christ. We have been submerged into his death which stands forever because it is the sacrifice of atonement offered by God. We were not submerged temporarily. We were buried with him into death. We have resurfaced into the gospel by the power of God. “We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.” We “know” this truth is for real when we hear the gospel (cf. 5:5; 4:21; John 3:5; 1 Pe 1:2, 3; 2 Co 5:17). When we hear the gospel, we say, “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me (Gal. 2:20).” When we are reminded of this “knowledge”, we wake up to God (cf. 4:20, 21; 24-25; 5:1, 11).
In 6:5-10, Paul describes our condition of being baptized into Christ Jesus as being united with him. It is like a marriage. Unlike the marriage in this world, there is no divorce in Christ’s marriage to us. Being united with Christ is the warranty of this union.  “If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin – because anyone who has died has been freed from sin. Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.” We may be tempted by sin and even overpowered by sin. But Christ’s death stands there with us. Not only that, the life he lives, he lives to God. The good thing is that we are united with him. We are on his back. He carries us on his wings like an eagle carries her eaglets. We are like the baby Koala bears which are glued to their mothers, or like the baby kangaroos which peek at the world from the pouch of their mothers’ belly. Of course, all we know for sure is that we have been justified. We have no way to be sure of the new life. But we know whom we have believed and are persuaded that he is able to keep that which we have committed unto him. Everything else will go away but Christ’s death and his resurrection stand forever and again, the good thing is that we are united with him.

Look at 6:11-14. “In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace.” So far, this teaching seems too serious and too heavy for average people to accept. So Paul changes his tone and explains the same truth in an easier way. To “count” means “to take inventory.”  He is saying to take inventory of the parts of our body. Let’s say our hands become out of control of our minds and want to commit to doing something which ought not to be done. We do not need big theology to deal with the problem. We simply take an inventory of whether our hands, first right hand and then left hand, belong to Christ. If any part belongs not to Christ, then we can let them do what they desire to do; but if they belong to the Lord, we should make them serve their Master.

We learn in verses 13 and 14 that the act of taking inventory of the parts of our body is not a mere maintenance service. Christian life is more than just avoiding committing moral sins. The act of counting is like the act of pushing the button to release a missile with nuclear warheads. That is what Paul implies in the word “instrument” because the word stands for “weapon”, such as a sword. We can offer the parts of our body as instruments to sin or to God. Do you remember how one sin of Adam affected the rest of the world? It not only blew away the whole world but it sparked the endless explosion of sins which begotten sins. Remember, it was just one act of sin. Do you also remember that Jesus who was just one person and his one act of being crucified for the sin of the world meant the counter explosion which neutralized the endless fusion and explosion of sins? Offering of ourselves as instruments of righteousness is mandatory (6:14). We also learn here that man is an “instrument.” We either kill or bring life. There is no middle ground. We also learn that sin is like liver cancer. Until it brings death on us and on the rest of the world, we are not aware of it. Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ! He gave us the gospel by which we can take inventory of the parts of our bodies daily and bring them to God by the power of the cleansing flood of the crimson blood of our Lord Jesus. When we count our bodies, we find them contaminated. We find that each part of our body has become a weapon of mass destruction. That is reality. So what do we do in our counting? We dip them one by one in the blood of Jesus every time with tears because of our sinfulness and because of his amazing grace. In every account, we find afresh that we are not under law, but under grace, I mean, every part of our body.
 
If we have learned man’s truth that he or she is an instrument in 6:11-14, we learn that man is a slave in 6:15-23. I guess nobody likes to hear that this is the truth of man. But that is what Paul teaches us here. Let’s see if what he says is true.  Look at 6:15 and 16. “What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey-whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness?” We may wonder why this stupid question is raised in verse 15. Because now man thinks he is in charge to count right and offer his parts to serve God. That is what it means to sin, though. That irony is expressed in the form of a question in verse 15. Again, this is not a hypothetical question. We see this error, actually a disguised sin, in many seriously committed Christians. Why does the question in verse 15 arise in view of Paul’s answer in verses 15 and 16?  The error occurs not infrequently because man goes back to sin in 1:21. He takes God’s place. He goes back to the same sin from which he was delivered by the life of the Son of God. He is worse than a dog which eats its own vomit and dirtier than a pig which wallows in the mud after it is washed. 


As we think about the teaching in 6:15-18, we find that the common practice of returning to sin by disregarding God is that man is a slave, regardless of whether he is either to sin or to obedience. We know that living as a slave to sin is bad, really bad. We know obedience is good, really good. But how can a slave to sin convert himself to a slave to obedience to God? How could the Roman Christians get out of slavery to sin and become slaves to God? “But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted. You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.” We learn from their example that obedience does not come naturally. It comes as a result of wholehearted obedience to the form of teaching of the gospel. At this point, someone might protest saying that he or she is not a superman. But that is a truly sinful protest. Do you know why it takes the wholehearted devotion to hold on to the teaching? It is because our hearts are full of many things except the gospel. Natural things they may be but Jesus said that in our hearts are stored with evil, murder, strife, deceit, malice and wicked thoughts. We see the outcome of what is stored in man’s heart by their words and deeds as we read about them in 1:18-3:20. The wholehearted devotion, therefore, implies the effort of clinging to what the gospel says against what our hearts say to us. It is a painful effort. Unless we do it wholeheartedly, we only get worse in our halfhearted efforts. We become like Lot’s wife who in the middle of escape from God’s judgment looked back. She got stuck there forever as a slave of her halfhearted trust of God.

In 6:19-23, Paul teaches us that we need the wholehearted effort because we are weak in our natural selves. “I put this in human terms because you are weak in your natural selves. Just as you used to offer the parts of your body in slavery to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer them in slavery to righteousness leading to holiness. When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of righteousness. What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in death! But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” The phrase “offer them in slavery to righteousness” is the key to the understanding of this section. His words imply forceful, intentional act. Compared to this phrase, the teaching of wholehearted obedience sounds much more humane. He means we should commit ourselves to be in slavery to God.
But why should we force ourselves to live in slavery, even if that is to God? Haven’t we suffered enough when we were slaves to sin? Hasn’t Jesus freed us from slavery? Why does he ask us to be in another form of slavery? It is because we are weak. It is because we are slaves to whatever we obey. When we were slaves to sin we were free, indeed. But we were free from the control of righteousness. When we become slaves to God, we are also free, indeed. We are free from the control of sin. What benefit did we reap when we were free in sin? Free it was, but the freedom is like the freedom we experience in using credit cards. We accumulated interest to sin everyday. The result was shame and death. But the life of slavery to God is like living by the interest-free loan and attached bonus. What can we now expect to reap? We get the gift of eternal life. We may not be sure of what eternal life is. But we have learned that the gospel is good. We know that so far so good. We also know that the gospel truth stands forever and so we know that we will be fine as we have been. The interesting common deception which we love to live with is the idea that man is free. It seems like that. Whatever we do, God seems ever silent. We fear a policeman, but not God. But we should learn to fear God by listening to the gospel. We should offer ourselves in slavery to God.

II. We died to the law through the body of Christ (7:1-25) – key verse: 7:25


In 7:1, Paul abruptly brings up the issue of law. “Do you not know, brothers-for I am speaking to men who know the law-that the law has authority over a man only as long as he lives?” Why is he bringing up the issue of law after he talked about the profound truth of man and of God in chapter 6? Isn’t it enough for us to focus on the gospel of the forgiveness of our sins? Why should we bother with the law again? As we read chapter 7, we find two reasons. First, the justified have to deal with the law. However, the encounter with the law is different for the justified versus the unjustified. To the one who is out of Christ, the law makes him conscious of sin. But to those who have been justified, the law which teaches him the mystery that he dies to the law through the body of Christ Jesus is no more a mystery but the reality (7:4, 25, Gal 3:24). 
Why is he talking exclusively to those who know the law? What does it mean to “know the law”? Who are they? They are the people who are conscious of God. They are those who are mindful of God’s business. They ask why they have been justified, not because they are doubtful but because they love God. As we know, there are many who say they do not care about the law. Obviously, Paul did not condemn them. But they are in danger of becoming God’s enemies. What was their sin according to 1:18-3:20? Wasn’t it that they were the center of their lives? We can also think of the examples of the two and a half tribes of Israel who wanted to remain on the other side of Jordan because they wanted to settle down there. They did not want to join the campaign of God. Moses forced them to join the campaign to conquer the promised land along with the nine and a half tribes. They did and were exempt from becoming enemies against those who settled down in the promised land. But eventually, they would become God’s enemies. The task to deal with the law has to do with the live demonstration of the everlasting truth that we die to the law through the body of Christ Jesus for the creation of those who are in Christ Jesus.

So what do we know about the law? The first thing we know is that the law has authority over a man only as long as he lives. Paul quotes in 7:2 and 3 that the law has authority over a woman as long as her husband lives. He is taking the examples of the marriage law. “For example, by law a married woman is bound to her husband as long as he is alive, but if her husband dies, she is released from the law of marriage. So then, if she marries another man while her husband is still alive, she is called an adulteress. But if her husband dies, she is released from that law and is not an adulteress, even though she marries another man.”  Anybody can understand this example. But Paul is not interested in teaching the marriage law. He describes in the illustration how we have died to the law through the body of Christ. This example is wonderful because we are always conscious of the fact that we are alive though the gospel says we died to sin, we died to the world, etc. The example is wonderful because by the law we become conscious of sin everyday, actually, every moment. Yet, it is true. We didn’t die. But it is true that Christ died and his body was nailed on the cross and was buried for three days.
Read 7:4-6. “So, my brothers, you also died to the law through the body of Christ, that you might belong to another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God. For when we were controlled by the sinful nature, the sinful passions aroused by the law were at work in our bodies, so that we bore fruit for death. But now, by dying to what once bound us, we have been released from the law so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old way of the written code.” Just as by the law the widow is considered as a new woman, we are definitely new people. Just as the old self of the woman was gone as the new status was given, our old self is dead as we receive the new self. Just like the widow marries another man, now we have married the risen Christ. Just as a woman bears a child through marriage, and just as we bore the fruit of sin in our old marriage to other than Christ, now we can bear fruit to God in this new marriage to the risen Christ. That is what we discover in light of the law.

In 7:7-24 is the excellent step by step illustration of how we die to the law through the body of Christ. But before we jump into the analysis of the content, we should deal with the question in 7:7a. “What shall we say, then? Is the law sin?”  Some might get upset with those who raise such a stupid question in 7:7a because it is in essence a flat denial of God. But the reality is that there are many who ask this question. They are those who say that all what matters is the Spirit not the law. What they mean, though they do not intend to say so, is that the law is sin. They are saying God made a mistake by giving the law. As we read the rest of chapter 7, we learn that they deny the gospel itself. Without the law, we wouldn’t know the gospel. What benefit does the law bring to us? “So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith” (Gal. 3:24).
Let’s see how we are led to Christ and die to the law through the body of Christ. The first step is that we learn what sin is through the law. “Certainly not! Indeed I would not have known what sin was except through the law. For I would not have known what coveting really was if the law had not said, ‘Do not covet.’” Everybody knows what coveting is, but not everyone knows what coveting really is unless they listen to the law. To covet means to desire something which belongs to another, to wish excessively or to crave something of another’s. In other words, the covetous desire has to do with jealousy. It seems everyone covets something. It was jealousy which made two top pop singers fight in public, pulling each others hair, scratching the other’s face with their nails. But it was just gossip. They became more popular. Nobody takes jealousy, or covetous desire, seriously in our times. Rather, many are becoming more and more bold in their display of jealousy. That is why many have a question about Adam’s sin. Adam ate the forbidden fruit because he gave in to the covetous desire. We all learned that is how sin crept into this world. But many have a question about why such a simple “mistake” was taken so seriously by God to the extent of writing such a big book, the Bible, and completing it by sending his Son to die on the cross. 
Paul had the same question. But as he learned the Bible, that is, the Old Testament, he learned that coveting is forbidden in the Ten Commandments. He learned that he shouldn’t covet, for example, his neighbor’s wife, or a donkey or whatever. He was a disciplined man and so he did not act according to his covetous desire. He appeared to be a decent man. But he was conscious of the fact that the covetous desire grew even stronger as he suppressed it. He could stop the birds from making a nest on his head, but he couldn’t stop the birds from flying over his head. However, the problem was the covetous desire itself. The problem was that he was transgressing the tenth commandment. He realized that from somewhere sin took advantage of the law to make him transgress the tenth commandment. The recognition of sin was the first benefit through the law. He learned that coveting was really bad because sin takes a free ride on it.
The second benefit from the law was that he discovered his truth and the truth of the law. He was a dead man to God.  He also learned that the law is holy, righteous and good. The discovery was painful. But it was like pain in surgery. He who had nothing to do with God is now exposed to God. He will be healed. “But sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, produced in me every kind of covetous desire. For apart from law, sin is dead. Once I was alive apart from law; but when the commandment came, sin sprang to life and I died. I found that the very commandment that was intended to bring life actually brought death. For sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, deceived me, and through the commandment put me to death. So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, righteous and good.” We may wonder why there is no sign of sadness when Paul talks about his death. We know the reason in verse 13. “Did that which is good, then, become death to me? By no means! But in order that sin might be recognized as sin, it produced death in me through what was good, so that through the commandment sin might become utterly sinful.” 

The third benefit through the law was that Paul discovered the truth that he was not alone in his struggle. Sin took advantage of his weakness that he was unspiritual. But God was speaking to him through the law. God was at war against the power of sin. Paul, therefore, did not fall into despair with the discovery that he was a P.O.W. to sin. Look at 7:14-23. “We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin. I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do-this I keep on doing. Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it. So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me. For in my inner being I delight in God's law; but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members.” What did he say after such painful discovery? He cried out to God! Read verse 24. “What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?” In the past, he was just conscious of sin. Now, he could shout to God asking for help.
 The fourth benefit which came to Paul through the law was the knowledge that Jesus Christ was a sacrifice of atonement for him. Just as he is, Paul who is the body of death has been justified. That meant the body of death was dead to the law. He still had a conflict between his mind and his sinful nature exactly as when he was the body of death. But since Christ came to him, the law helped him to remember that he is gone. The law helped him to know that he is in Christ Jesus. He died to the law through the body of Christ that he might belong to the risen Christ. “Thanks be to God-through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to God's law, but in the sinful nature a slave to the law of sin.” 

 III. We are more than conquerors (8:1-39) – key verse: 8:37
Paul summarizes what he has been speaking of. He says those who are justified are those who are in Christ Jesus. They were in sin and under the law, but now they are in Christ. Since they belonged to God through Christ, God would not condemn his own. After all, he made them at the cost of the life of his Son. “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering.”
In 8:3b-11, Paul describes those in Christ Jesus as those who live according to the Spirit. He also says in verse 9 they are those who are controlled by the Spirit of Christ. Again in verse 10, he says Christ is in them. “And so he condemned sin in sinful man, in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit. Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God's law, nor can it do so. Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God. You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness. And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you.” To make these profound teachings simple for our understanding, we may say Paul means the gospel is in charge of those who are in Christ Jesus. The concept of the Spirit is confusing. But we should remember that Jesus taught us that the Spirit reminds us of the gospel of Jesus and his name. That is the essence of his work. 
Look at 8:12-17. “Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation-but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to it. For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, ‘Abba, Father.’” How do we come out of slavery to our sinful nature and live as sons of God? It is very simple. We cry and call him, “Abba, Father.” 


We may have a question by now what all these words are about. We learn in 7:16-27 that those who are in Christ Jesus are those who are drafted into Christ’s army. “The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs-heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has? But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will.” 


The outcome of being drafted into the army of God through Christ is that God becomes our warranty. We are assured of God because we hear from the gospel that he loves us. “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all-how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died - more than that, who was raised to life - is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? As it is written: ‘For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.’”


We, by the love of God which is with us, have become more than conquerors. “No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” The conquerors possess the world. Those who are crucified with Christ inherit God.
