THE RIGHTEOUSNESS FROM GOD
Romans 3:21-5:21


Key Verse: 3:22

* GOD DEMONSTRATED HIS JUSTICE (3:21-31)

1. 3:20. Of what does everyone desire according to 3:20? What does it mean to be declared righteous? What is the importance of being declared by God righteous? What will be the result of all our efforts? How do we know that the negative prospect is true? What is the difference of being conscious of sinful from being conscious of sin (cf. 3:23; 7:9, 23, 24a)? 

2. 3:21-22a. What has been made known to us in our quest for righteousness? What does the phrase "apart from law" tell us about the righteousness from God? What is the difference of it from being declared righteous? What does verse 22a tell us about the differences of the two? How do the Law and the Prophets testify to it?  

3. 3:22b-24. Why is there no discrimination in the free justification by grace? What does it mean to be justified? What comes to us as a result of the free justification (cf. 22a)? What is the redemption that came by Christ Jesus? How are the redemption, the justification and the righteousness from God inter-related?

4. 3:25a. What do you know about the sacrifice of atonement in the Old Testament? What does it mean that God presented Christ Jesus as a sacrifice of atonement? (Heb 9:14, 22, 26b; I Pe 1:18, 19a; Lev 16:15, 16; Lev 17:11; Ex 12:21-23; John 1:29) How does the sacrifice of Christ Jesus as an atonement work for us? What is the significance of the blood of Jesus for us and for God?

5. 3:25b-26. What did God demonstrate by presenting Christ Jesus as a sacrifice of atonement? Why did God demonstrate his justice that way?

6. 3:27-31. On what principle is boasting excluded? What does the principle of faith declare? Why is this important (cf. 3:19-20)?

*  GOD JUSTIFIES THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN JESUS (4:1-25)

7. 4:1-8. How does Abraham’s story teach us that we uphold the law by faith? What does David teach us about the principle?

8. 4:9-17a. What does it mean to be circumcised? What did God teach about the free justification regarding circumcision (4:9-12)? Regarding the promise to make the heir of the world (4:13-17a)?

9. 4:17b-25. Who was the God in whom Abraham believed? How could Abraham believe God against all hope? Why was that faith credited as righteousness? What does it mean?

* HOW MUCH MORE (5:1-11)

10. 5:1-2. What is the fundamental change that takes place in our lives when we are justified through faith? What does it mean to have peace with God? How could peace with God lead us to the hope of the glory of God? What is the hope of the glory of God? Why does the hope give us joy?

11. 5:3-8. Why do we rejoice in our sufferings? 


12. 5:9-11. What can we expect since we have now been justified?

* DEATH THROUGH ADAM, LIFE THROUGH CHRIST (5:12-21)

13. 5:12. How did sin enter the world and spread?  What was the result?  Who was the one man and how did he sin?

14. 5:13-14. Why was sin not clearly exposed as sin in the period from Adam to Moses?  What is the consequence of sin, even when it is not called sin?

15. 5:15-17. In what respect is Adam a pattern of Jesus?  How is Jesus’ impact different from Adam?  

16. 5:18-21.What is “the” result of one act of righteousness?

