THE WRATH OF GOD IS BEING REVEALED
Romans 1:18-3:20                                                                                                                  Study 2

Key verse: 1:18, 21                                                                                                       May 23, 2004

* For although they knew God (1:18-32)

1. vv.18-20. What is revealed from heaven? What is “the truth” they suppressed (cf. 1:14-17)? How did they “suppress” the truth (cf. Josh. 8, 12)? What can be “their wickedness” with which they suppress “the truth”? What is known about God according to verses 19-20 (cf. Ps. 19:1; 102:25-27; 139:7-18; Ex. 19:4-6;  Josh. 24:2,3)? What kind of excuse is Paul referring to? Why is God’s wrath against them just? Why is the statement that God’s wrath is being revealed not contradicting to the statement in verse 17 which says the righteousness from God is revealed (cf. 1:17; 2:20-21; 2:26)? 
2. vv. 21-23. What did they know about God according to verse 20? What did they do to God because they knew him? What does it mean they didn’t “glorify” God as God?  For what could they thank God? What happened in their thinking and in their hearts when they didn’t glorify God or gave thanks to him? What is futile thinking? What does it mean that their hearts were darkened? What was their problem according to verse 22 (cf, Pr. 9:10)? What did they do in their own wisdom? 

3. vv. 24-32. Find the verses that say “God gave them over to...” What does it mean that God gave them over? Find each verdict. What are the consequences when God is eliminated from a person’s heart? From man and woman relationship? From our thinking? (22-25) (26-27) (28-32)
4. v.32. What is God’s righteous decree to those who do the things mentioned so far in 1:22-31? Why do they not fear God’s decree of death sentence? Compare the attitudes of people in verse 21 and 32. What is the common point or the difference of them? Can you trace how the degradation of humanity developed? In what degree of degradation is our society?
* You, who pass judgment on others (2:1-16)

5. 2:1-5. What is it to pass judgment on others? Why is there no excuse for those who pass judgment on others? Why do they have no excuse (cf. 2:16; 1 Cor. 4:5)? What is in the mind of those who judge others according to verses 3,4? What is the foolishness of the man who shows contempt for God’s kindness? What do those who pass judgment on others know? What do they not know?  Why does God lead people with kindness if he wants them to repent? Why does God want people to repent? What is the repentance he wants from his people (cf. 1:21)? 
6. 2:6-11. What will be God’s just and impartial standard? To whom will he give eternal life? To whom will he show his wrath and anger? What will be given to every human being who does evil? What will come to everyone who does good?  What is doing good? Why will there be no distinction between a Jew and a Gentile on the day of God’s final judgment? How does this truth apply to those who pass judgment on others?  
7. 2:12-16. How will God judge those who have the law? How about those who do not have a written law? List the things in verses 12-16 which God will count in his judgment.
* If you call yourself a Jew (2:17-2:29)

8. 2:17-24. What are the advantages of the Jews and of those who rely on the Bible (17-20; cf. 3:2)? How can they bring mockery to God’s name among the unbelievers and hinder his will to call all people to his name (2:21-24; cf. 1:5)?
9. 2:25-29. What was the meaning of circumcision originally (cf. Gen. 17:11)? What did God mean by giving them circumcision according to Paul?  How can a Jew be a Jew inwardly as well? How can he circumcise his heart? What is crucial to make him acceptable to God? What does it mean that such a man’s praise is not from men, but from God? (cf. Dt. 10:16; 30:6; Jer. 4:4) What is the importance of the praise from God (cf. 2:17; Gen.17:7)?
* Are we any better? (3:1-20)

10. 3:1-8. What is the advantage of being a Jew, or of being born into a Christian home? Why does the failure of God’s people not cancel God’s righteousness? 
11. 3:9-20. Who does Paul refer to with the word “we” in 2:9? What does it mean to be under sin according to the quotation in 2:10-18?  How does Paul sum up what he has spoken of all along in 1:18-3:18? What is the purpose of the law?
