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Key Verse: 1:5,17                                                                                            May 16, 2004

“Through him and for his name’s sake we received grace and apostleship to

call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith.”

“For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is

by faith from first to last, just as it is written: ‘The righteous will live by faith.’”

The letter to the Romans is an interpretation of the gospel about Jesus Christ. The most repeated words in Romans are “law”, “sin”, “death”, “faith”, “righteousness”, “believe”, “in Christ” and “Spirit.” And they are found mostly in chapters 1-11.  We see that Paul is interpreting the gospel about Jesus Christ in view of law. The word “all” is repeated most next to the word “law” and indicates the scope of the gospel. In 1:1-17 Paul writes the theme of Romans that through Jesus Christ we are given the gospel of our salvation. I pray God that he may help us to remember the grace of Jesus Christ while we go through Romans.
I.  For his name’s sake (1-7)


Let’s read verses 1 and 7. “Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God” “To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.” Paul introduces himself in verse 1 and greets the Christians in verse 7. When we read verses 1 and 7 together that seems like a natural way to begin a letter. But Paul speaks about Jesus Christ in five verses before he greets the readers of his letter in verse 7. Actually he speaks about Jesus Christ when he identifies himself in verse 1 as well as when he greets them in verse 7. It is obvious that he is eager to talk about Jesus Christ. As we scan the sixteen chapters of Romans we find that he does so all through the letter. 


What is unique about that attitude? We learn in verse 1 that Paul refers to Christ for his identity. That shows that he knew who he was in his relationship with Christ Jesus only. Even when he greeted his dear Christian friends in Rome he greeted them as a person who belonged to Christ Jesus. He was a servant of Christ Jesus at all times. We also see that he identifies himself as an apostle. At no time did he let go of his duty as an apostle for the Gentiles. He also made it clear at the opening words of his letter that he was set apart for the gospel of God. He seems too formal and too rigid by our standards. But when we read the rest of Romans we learn from him that we, too, must identify ourselves in reference to Christ only. We cannot compromise with that issue. When we do in order to adjust ourselves to other relationships we become dead to God.


What influence did Christ Jesus have on Paul’s identity? He made Paul a slave of righteousness though he used to be a slave of sin. That means he became instrumental to give life to others from a person who caused others to sin, and so causing them to become like a dead person. He made Paul an apostle for the Gentiles. Before Christ met him Paul was a man of hatred and arrogance. He hated anyone who did not agree with his religion. He despised those who are weak and was weak to those who were better than him. But he became a man who preaches the good news that God makes sinners his own, even Gentiles. He was a religious maniac, a racist and a murderer. But he became a messenger of the gospel of the love of God (cf. 6:16-18; 7:25; 11:13-14; 11:32; 15:16; 16:26).  


Most of all, his ego was gone and the love for Christ filled him instead. What does he speak of his apostleship by saying that he was “called”? He is speaking of Christ Jesus (1,5,6,7). What does he mean that he was “set apart” for the gospel? He is speaking of the grace of God who wants all men to be saved from sin and death. God chose him who was most violent and the worst of sinners so that he could display his amazing love through the person (Lev 2:24-26; Num 16:9-10; Dt 10:8; 1Ch 23:13; Isa 49:1; Jer 1:5; Ac 13:24; Gal 1:15; 1Ti 1:15-18; Heb 7:26). When he spoke about himself those who heard him were reminded of Christ Jesus. When he greeted the Christians in Rome they were reminded of the grace of Christ Jesus on them. 


Paul listed two reasons in verses 2-4 why he says that the gospel about Jesus Christ is “of God”: “—the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures regarding his Son, who as to his human nature was a descendant of David, and who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord.”  Paul refers to the Scriptures and Jesus Christ who was a man, and the resurrection of Christ, to make his point. He did not reason in reference to his own experience. He began from the gospel about Jesus Christ, went to the Scriptures, remembered Jesus who was born to us and the good news of his resurrection. That is how he could speak the things of God though he was a man. That is also how he could speak the gospel about Jesus Christ from God’s point of view. We learn from him how we who are mere men can be messengers of God’s word.  


What does Paul mean that the gospel about Jesus Christ is “of God”?  He means that whoever believes the gospel will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. He means that the gospel speaks of God’s grace. The gospel tells us that God has come in our midst.  Jesus is God the Son. The gospel is the power of God for the salvation. The gospel sanctifies a sinner and makes a person acceptable to God. It is the blessing. When a person hears the gospel he is included in Christ. Having believed that person is marked in Christ with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit. The gospel enables a sinner to share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ (cf. Mk 16:15,16; Lk 2:10-11; Ac 20:24; Ro 1:9,16; 15:16,29; 16:25; Eph 1:13; 1Th 2:2; 2Th 2:13-14; 1Ti 1:11). There are many more. But Paul summarizes all the above in verse 5. He writes, “Through him and for his name’s sake, we received grace and apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith.”


What have we received through Jesus Christ our Lord? We have received grace and apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles. We are given the apostolic office. We are given the honor and the authority to represent Christ and his gospel. What is the purpose of the apostleship given to us by grace?  God wants to call people from among all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith. God wants every knee to bow at the name of Jesus, all creation in heaven and on earth and under the earth. God wants every tongue to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Why is the apostleship to call all the Gentiles grace to us? First, it is because we are not qualified. Paul was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man. But he was shown mercy because he acted in ignorance and unbelief. Like him we are sinners, though the degree of violence against God may vary. Yet he showered on us his grace through Jesus Christ, too (cf. 1Ti 1:12-17). 

Second, the calling is his grace because he allowed us to share the mystery of God that he forgives sinners, and calls the Gentiles his own (Ro 15:15,16). When we remember the gospel of the forgiveness of our sins we wake up to God who is almighty. When we are used to preach the gospel to save sinners we are the first and most benefited because we know him. We learn every time we preach that he calls things out of nothing. We learn that he creates his own out of sinners. We become powerful. But most of all we rejoice in God who is Immanuel with any sinner who believes (lCo 15:10). We get out of our small and narrow world and abide in a grand vision of God. We see that “he wants to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ” (Eph 1:9) and that we are called to participate in the big project. We embrace the whole world, even all creation, in God (3:3-6,7-9; Col 1:26,27; 2:2-3). We already see real examples of the grace in many of our coworkers who are preaching the gospel in Muslim countries, in Africa, and in the US as well. I pray God that he may help us to learn how great the calling to the apostleship to call people from among all the Gentiles is through the study of Romans.

Third, the calling is grace because we who are not capable to serve God by ourselves have been made to live and work for Christ’s name. Finally it is grace because when we preach or do 1:1 Bible studies through us the gospel calls people to the “obedience that comes from faith”. We see that the gospel “demolish[es] arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God.” We see that the gospel “take[s] captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.” Actually we recognize that kind of work only later when we listen to the Bible. Most of the time we feel like we are just talking about the Bible and the Bible seems like just another book and our effort to study the Bible with others seems meaningless (Ac 6:7; Ro 15:16,18-19; 16:26; 2 Co 10:4-6; Heb 5:8-9; Ro 11:19-24; 30-32). As Paul said, though we work it is the grace of God that works in us and through us to help people to believe the gospel message.

In verses 6-7 Paul makes it clear that the truth of grace and apostleship applies to the Christians in Rome also. However he describes the truth of God’s grace in different ways. He says, “And you also are among those who are called to belong to Jesus Christ. To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.” He describes God’s calling to the apostleship for the Gentiles as God’s love. It is calling into the camp of Jesus Christ, into God’s family. By calling them God makes them saints, which means holy people. God’s peace is with them. That is why Paul prays for God’s peace for them. Nothing and no one in all creation can separate them from the love of God in Christ Jesus. That great is the calling to the apostleship for the Gentiles. As we will learn from Paul’s example in the next verses however, they learn the grace only when they practice the calling. If they only think about the grace they would never know it.

II.  In order to have a harvest among you (8-13)

Look at verse 8. “First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is being reported all over the world.” Why did Paul thank God for the faith of the Christians in Rome? It is because their faith testified to him that God had been working in Rome. Paul longed for God all the time and now he heard about God’s work. He was very happy to hear the news of God who loves him. But he did not thank God out of his emotion. He thanked God “through Jesus Christ”. That means Christ Jesus was the reason and the source of his joy. To be more precise we should say Christ Jesus was his joy. As we often experience we do not see why we should become happy with the news of other coworkers in other parts of the world. We become numb when we have our own burden. We learn from Paul that when we listen to the gospel we rejoice with God and in him, even when we are burdened with our own sin. 

In verses 9-13 we learn the secret to pray all the time and to rejoice always in the example of Paul himself. “God, whom I serve with my whole heart in preaching the gospel of his Son, is my witness how constantly I remember you in my prayers at all times; and I pray that now at last by God’s will the way may be opened for me to come to you. I long to see you so that I may impart to you some spiritual gist to make you strong—that is, that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each others’ faith. I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that I planned many times to come to you (but have been prevented from doing so until now) in order that I might have a harvest among you, just as I have had among the other Gentiles.”

The reason Paul so longed to see the Christians in Rome was because he loved God. Yet his desire and his plan to serve God were blocked by God. As we see in his words in verse 14 Paul obviously was frustrated. But he devoted himself to the service of God in preaching the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. He was not distracted to the project to visit Rome. He served God with his whole heart. He could pray at all times as a result. He could love God’s people always. He was charged with the Spirit. He saw God’s hope to harvest the whole world. Think about what he meant that he wanted to have a harvest among them. He prayed that some may be inspired by the gospel. To put it into our language, he wanted to raise a few who can be committed to the world mission work. We may wonder as we often do how far would those few go for the service of the redemption of the whole world. But we know Paul was right. We learn from Paul how to pray for Harvard, or for 120 1:1’s by 2005 or for raising 120 Bible teachers who can teach the 66 books of the Bible freely by the year 2013. 

III.  In the gospel is revealed the righteousness of God (14-17)

In verse 14 Paul makes his intention to visit them plain that he wanted to preach the gospel to the Christians at Rome. Why was Paul so eager to preach the gospel to them who were great Christians? Didn’t he just say that? Look at verse 14 again. “I am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and the foolish.” What was his obligation? We might find the answer in 1Ti 1:15,16. “Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst. But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited patience as an example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life.” He didn’t examine his mind to search for the sense of obligation or to generate the commitment. He remembered the grace of God to him. Then he realized that he was the best advertisement of God’s grace. He was the worst, yet the most honored. He was a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, yet now he was appointed to be an apostle for the Gentiles. In the apostolic office for the Gentiles and the mission entrusted him was the hope of God who wants to save all the Jews, his own people. Shepherd Andrew Martin became a God-written message for all who suffer in the injustice of capitalism. I pray for Shepherd Andre to be established as a living message for all young people who see no motivation to do anything. 

The word “Greeks” stands for the educated or the civilized and “non-Greeks” the barbarians. The wise and the foolish may indicate the godly and the ungodly as well as those who are humanly wise and those who are dumb. In addition to them Paul also wanted to preach the gospel to the well established Christians in Rome.  We learn from him that he saw them with God’s mind. God sees us as if he owed a big debt though we owe him. God sacrificed his Son as if he owed that much debt. When Paul was reminded of the gospel of Jesus Christ, especially the grace of Jesus on him, he learned the mind and heart of God. He received God’s mind. That is why he said he was obligated to all. We have a tendency to teach the Bible to a person who seems weaker or younger than us, but hesitate to teach those who seem better than us. We also wonder why we should study the Bible with our coworkers. Whatever the reason for those negative attitudes we should learn from Paul to learn the mind of God. Then we will be freed from comparison, envy, jealousy and hatred. We will learn to love God’s own. We will love God’s word. 

We may wonder if the Bible study is too much emphasized in our understanding of Paul. We may wonder that there may be many other things to do to love God’s flock. In verses 16-17 Paul tells his readers why he was so eager in the preaching of the gospel. 

First, it is because the gospel is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes. Look at verse 16. “I am not ashamed of the gospel because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.” Why was Paul not ashamed of the gospel?  He sounds like some people might be ashamed of the gospel. As we see in the Bible such as Philippians 1:14,20 or 2 Timothy 1:8,12,16; 4:6, Paul’s life was a continual suffering. He preached freedom but he was a prisoner. He preached life but was going to be executed. He was poor. He was getting old. He was ostracized from the churches that he founded. People were impressed with his writing, but they were disappointed when they met him because he was short and small and spoke with a Jewish accent.  But Paul was not ashamed of the gospel. We see that the reason for his confidence in the gospel has to do with his understanding of the salvation. What is the salvation? In light of verse 16 and verse 5 Paul saw that faith in the gospel is the salvation. He was grateful that he could believe God. We hear today many preachers who sell happiness, success or peace of mind, etc. to promote the gospel. We need to pray until we learn to appreciate the gift of the gospel, which lifts us up from this plane to believe God. Then we will be very fruitful. If not, we will be ashamed of the gospel. 

In verse 17 Paul speaks of two reasons why he says that the gospel is “the power of God for the salvation”. He says, “For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: ‘The righteous will live by faith.’” The righteousness that is by faith is the same as the obedience that comes from faith (cf. v. 5b). When a person hears the gospel he is moved to believe God. He becomes a believer though he was not a believer. He is considered as righteous by God. He is given the righteousness from God. That is God’s righteousness. His righteousness is that he declares himself to be right and makes us righteous. People in Israel loved God and were afraid of him as well because he was the righteous God. They forgot that God endured them all through the years of their existence. Jesus came and embodied the truth of God’s righteousness when he suffered by their hands in order to let them know God’s compassion on them. He did that so that those who remember his suffering may be freed from their hatred of God and believe God who loves them. The gospel gives life to those who believe (cf. 6:23).
