OFFER YOURSELVES AS LIVING SACRIFICES

Romans 12-16

Key verse: 12:1

1. 12:1-2. How is God’s mercy testified in chapters 1-11? Therefore, what should be the believer’s attitude (a) to God, and (b) to the world? What results should such an attitude produce? Why is the discernment of God’s will considered important?

2. 12:3-8. What do the words “sober judgment” imply? How can a person have sober judgment of himself or herself? Who am I and who are we in accordance with the measure of faith?

3. 12:9-21. What can be the summary of the instructions on Christian behavior in 12:9-21? Discuss why each instruction should be practiced and also how they are related to sober judgment of oneself.

4. 13:1-10. What three main reasons does Paul give why it is right to submit to the civil power? How will this submission express itself in practice? What single guiding principle should control the Christian’s life in society (8-10)? 

5. 13:11-14. Paul urged Christians to live the life set forth in these chapters in view of God’s mercy. What further motive does he present here to offer themselves as living sacrifices? What will wearing the armor of light mean for you, both negatively and positively?

6. 14:1-23. What does Paul teach about Christian liberty? What are the important principles by which Paul teaches Christian liberty (ex. 14:3, 8,12,18,23b)?

7. 15:1-13. What is the difficulty in following the counsel given in 15:1-2? What three sources of help and encouragement are suggested in 15:3-6? How is the attitude summed up in verse 7? How did Christ practice the attitude of bearing the failings of the weak (15:8)? What was the result (15:9)? Why does Paul place such emphasis upon the inclusion of the Gentiles? What does bearing the failings of the weak have to do with the Gentiles, with the God of hope, and with trust in God? What would be the result? 

8. 15:14-33. How does Paul describe in 15:14-33 what he practiced to imitate the example of Christ of bearing the failings of the weak? What was the nature, scope, power and results of the practice? How far is the description applicable to ourselves in light of his concluding words in 15:33?

9.  See how the theme of offering oneself is repeated in chapters 12-15, for example, in 12:1 and 15:16,25,31,32. What do you learn from the observation?

10. 16:1-16. What may we learn about Phoebe (1-2)? Looking down the list of names, note the references to their hard work; sufferings for Christ and Christian character. How can you summarize their character (cf. 2Co 5: 9, 10)? Find how the phrase “in the Lord” or “in Christ Jesus” or “in Christ” are used in different people with different references. What significance do you attach to the phrase?

11. 16:17-27. How may those who are contrary to the gospel be recognized? How may we be safeguarded from them? What encouragement do we have in the conflict (16:20)? What is the basis of Paul’s confidence in God’s final victory (16:25-27)? How is God described? How does the present age differ from all that went before? What is the one all‑important end to be achieved (cf. 1:5)? What is the method to be adopted? What is the mystery mentioned in verses 25-26 (cf. Eph 3:3‑6)? What does the mystery mean to you?

