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Philippians 4

MAY THE PEACE OF GOD GUARD YOU

Philippians 4:1-23

Key Verse: 4:7

1. vv. 1-3. How does Paul regard the Philippian Christians? What does it mean to stand firm in the Lord according to 3:3,17-21? Why should they stand firm in the Lord? What does Paul plead with Euodia and Syntyche? What is it to agree in the Lord? Why does Paul ask the loyal yokefellow to help the two women? How does his plea with the two women agree with his admonition to stand firm in 4:1? How does the believer’s relationship to the Lord should make a difference to others? What do you learn from Paul about co-working?

2. vv. 4-7. How does Paul emphasize the importance to rejoice in the Lord? Why is it imperative that a Christian rejoices? What is gentleness (cf. Mt.11:29)? Why should our gentleness be evident to all?  What makes us not rejoicing, not being gentle to others (6)? How can we deal with our unavoidable tendency to be anxious (6)? What is prayer and how do we pray according to Paul in verse 6?  What is the result of prayer and petition, and presentation of our requests with thanksgiving to God? What do you learn from verses 4-7 about what it is and why and how we can rejoice always?

3. vv. 8-9. What else to prayer does Paul admonish the brothers in Philippi to do to be with God of peace? Why is one's inner thought life so important to have peace of God? Share your discovery of what is true, or noble, or right, or pure, of lovely, or admirable. How can we discipline our thought world to think about excellent and praiseworthy things? What does Paul urge the brothers to practice (9)? On what ground Paul could claim that what he preached in words or deeds were of excellent or praiseworthy things?

4. vv. 10-23.  Why was Paul glad that the Philippians had renewed their concern for him (10, 14-20)? How could he claim that he was not in need (11-13)? Why is it so hard for human beings to be content in good circumstances or bad? What was the secret that Paul learned? What is the real reason for our discontent? How can we learn from Paul the secret of contentment (12-13, 22,23)?
