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Philippians 3/November 2002

TO ATTAIN TO THE RESURRECTION

Philippians 3:1-21

Key Verse: 3:11

1. v.1. What does it mean to rejoice in the Lord? Why does Paul again urge the Philippian Christians to rejoice? Why is rejoicing in the Lord a safeguard for believers?

2. vv. 2-3. How does Paul describe the circumcisers? What does he mean that they are “dogs”, evildoers, and mutilators of the flesh? What do we learn from the description of the believers the meaning that they are “the circumcision”? 

3. vv. 4-6. Examine carefully the list of Paul’s reasons for “confidence in the flesh” in verses 4-6. How are they contrasted to Paul’s list in verse 3 with which he describes the believers? About what is “the confidence in the flesh”? If we have confidence in anything, what is the reason of and about what is my confidence? Are there not many churchgoers today who are relying for salvation on just such grounds as these?

4. vv. 7-8a. What does Paul imply with the word “profit” in verse 7a? In what way were the things listed in verses 5-6 to Paul’s profit? Why does he consider those profitable things loss? How does he now consider everything (8a)? What happened to Paul for the sake of Christ? Having lost all things for the sake of Christ, what obviously has Paul learned? If it is not to my profit, if for its sake I lose everything, what is the greatness of knowing Christ? What does it mean that it is of  “surpassing” greatness?  

5. vv. 8b-9. What is the condition by which one gains Christ and is found in him according to Paul’s description of it in verses 8b and 9? Does the condition described explain why everything is a loss and that they are rubbish? How is knowing Christ according to the illustration in verses 8b and 9 gaining Christ, or being found in Christ? 

6. vv. 10,11. How does Paul sum up in verses 10-11 the truth to know Christ or to gain Christ or to be found in him? What is “the power” of Christ’s resurrection? What is “the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings”? What does Paul mean that he wants to become like Christ “in his death”? In what way alone would Paul know Christ? In all these, what is Paul’s ultimate goal? If Paul gave up all his desires for himself, what is the truth of the desire to know Christ or to attain to the resurrection? How is he different from the Stoics of his time, idealists, or from those who denounce all traditional value systems? What is it “to attain to the resurrection”?

7. vv. 12-16. How would the readers misunderstand Paul because of his surpassing insight regarding salvation? If he did not possess or achieve, what is the ground or source or trustworthiness of his insight? What concern still dominates his thoughts even after he has “grown up” in the knowledge of salvation and become “mature”? How in consequence does he live and for what? Will he ever get what he wants? If not, why does he “strain” toward the goal where he knew he would never reach? How does Paul answer the enigmatic questions in verses 15-16? What is it that we “have already attained”?

8. vv. 17-21. What does Paul advise in verse 17 to the distracted? How does Paul describe the “enemies of the cross of Christ” (18-19)? Who are they? But what is the truth of our life that we have already attained because of the cross of Christ (20a)? What is our goal and hope? What is the ground of that hope?

