Philippians 2/ 2002 November

CONTINUE TO WORK OUT YOUR SALVATION

Philippians 2:1-30

Key verse: 2:12

1. v. 1. What different mode of existence did Christ bring to each Philippian Christian? What do they experience as a result of being united with Christ?

2. vv. 2-4. How does Paul appreciate their experience (2a)? What is his advice for them? What do we learn from the problem of the Philippian church? Why does the disunity among them discredit the gospel by which each of them is united with Christ? What does Paul teach here about the motive for unity and the care of others’ interest?

3. vv. 5-8. What two qualities of Christ’s attitude are described in 2:5-8? Christ was “in very nature God” (2:6), even while he lived among us as a man. What does it mean then that he made himself “nothing”? What is the greatness of Christ’s humility? Of his obedience? In what way does the example of Christ’s humility before God answer the problem of the selfish ambition or vain conceit among and between the Philippian Christians?

4. vv. 9-11. What did God do for Christ? What is the greatness of the exaltation of Christ? What was the reason for the humility of Christ if he were to be exalted eventually to what he originally was? What does it mean that the exaltation of Christ is “to the glory of God the Father” (compare with 1:11)?

5. vv. 12-13. What ground does the example of Christ’s humility provide us to hope to “work out (our) salvation” in “obedience”? What is the “obedience” which is mentioned in verse 12? How could obedience be the key to work out our salvation? What does it mean to work out our salvation?

6. vv. 14-18. What does Paul teach about how to obey and what it is to obey?

7. vv. 19-30. How do the examples of Timothy and Epaphroditus illustrate how to work out our salvation?

